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How does the challenge work?  

     

     

You need to read 10 books from this booklet throughout the school 

year.  Every time you finish a book from the list, come and talk to 

Library staff about the book and we’ll give you a stamp.  
 

Once you have conquered the Everest Reading Challenge and 

collected ten stamps, you will join your fellow students on an end of 

year trip to Pizza Hut & Cineworld. It’s like a loyalty card, with a 
pizza and movies reward! 

 

P.S. Don’t worry about losing your Everest booklet: we keep track of 
your progress through the challenge, so don’t fret if you can’t find it.  
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What’s in this book? 

We have come up with a helpful set of icons that will tell you what is in the 

book you are reading.  

 

Murder, Death,  
Violence 

 

Fantasy, Magic 

 

Romance, Love,   
Relationships 

 

Crime, Gangs 

 

Science Fiction,    
Future, Space 

 

Horror, 
Supernatural 

 

Mystery, Detective, 
Spy 

 

Dystopic,          
Apocalyptic 

 

High Society 

 

Classic,                
Modern Classic 

 

Action, Adventure, 
Suspense 

 

Gender, Sexuality, 
Identity  

 

Historical 

 

 Humour, Comedy 

 

Biographical,          
Fictional Diary     
Entries 

 

 Racial Issues 

 

 War, Conflict 

 

Growing Up,  
Friendships,  
Adolescence 



Things Fall Apart/Chinua Achebe 
This heart-wrenching novel follows the struggle of  Okonkwo, a 
leader of his village and local wrestling champion, as his world is 
invaded by British colonialism and his life falls apart. The novel 
is based in the fictional village of Umuofia, and has real echoes 
of the legacy of the Britain’s colonial occupation of Africa and 
how it changed not only the world, but the individuals and 
cultures caught in its wake. 

Emma/Jane Austen 
Beautiful, clever, rich - and single - Emma Woodhouse is 
perfectly content with her life and sees no need for either love or 
marriage. Nothing, however, delights her more than interfering in 
the romantic lives of others. But when she ignores the warnings 
of her good friend Mr. Knightley and attempts to arrange a 
suitable match for her protegee Harriet Smith, her carefully laid 
plans soon unravel and have consequences that she never 
expected. With its imperfect but charming heroine and its witty 
and subtle exploration of relationships, Emma is often seen as 
Jane Austen's most flawless work.  

Simon VS. The Homo Sapiens Agenda/ 
Becky Albertalli 
Straight people should have to come out too. And the more 
awkward it is, the better... 
 
Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and 
what he's looking for, but when one of his emails to the very 
distracting Blue falls into the wrong hands, things get all kinds of 
complicated. Because, for Simon, falling for Blue is a big deal… 
It's a holy freaking huge awesome deal.  



Chasing the Stars/Malorie Blackman 
Olivia and her twin brother, Aidan, are heading alone back to 
Earth following the virus that completely wiped out the rest of 
their crew, and their family, in its entirety. Nathan's ship is 
heading in the opposite direction. But on the journey it is 
attacked. Only a few survive. Their lives unexpectedly collide.  
 
Nathan and Olivia are instantly attracted to each other, deeply, 
head over heels. But not everyone is pleased. Surrounded by 
rumours, deception, even murder, is it possible to live out a 
happy-ever-after...? 

Jane Eyre/Charlotte Bronte 
“Orphaned Jane Eyre grows up in the home of her heartless 
aunt, where she endures loneliness and cruelty, and at a charity 
school with a harsh regime. This troubled childhood strengthens 
Jane’s natural independence and spirit – which proves necessary 
when she takes a position as a governess at Thornfield Hall. But 
when she finds love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, the 
discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a choice.” 
 
A Victorian gothic must-read: will Jane stay true to her 
convictions, even if it means losing the man she loves?  

Fahrenheit 451/Ray Bradbury 
“Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are 
forbidden, being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even 
so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are 
books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire 
Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by 
helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents who defy 
society to preserve and read books.” 
 
A punchy, poetic examination of resistance within an ultra-
conformist society – pair with Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four or 
Huxley’s Brave New World  



Red Rising/Pierce Brown 
Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-
coded society of the future. Like his fellow Reds, he works all 
day, believing that he and his people are making the surface of 
Mars liveable for future generations. 
 
Yet he spends his life willingly, knowing that his blood and sweat 
will one day result in a better world for his children. 
 
But Darrow and his kind have been betrayed. Soon he discovers 
that humanity already reached the surface generations ago. Vast 
cities and sprawling parks spread across the planet. Darrow—
and Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent 
ruling class... 

The Big Sleep/Raymond Chandler 
The quintessential hard-boiled crime novel.  An early morning 
call to a dying millionaire sets Philip Marlowe on the fast inside 
track of West Hollywood’s hidden sewer of blackmail, menace 
and muscle. Neither of General Sternwood’s daughters, it seems, 
is going to come up smelling of roses. Marlowe senses it is his 
job to protect the two women. But then he hadn’t considered 
himself part of the wholesale nastiness of it all… 

The 39 Steps/John Buchan 
“Richard Hannay finds a corpse in his flat, and becomes involved 
in a plot by spies to precipitate war and subvert British naval 
power. The resourceful victim of a manhunt, he is pursued by 
both the police and the ruthless conspirators… a seminal ‘chase’ 
thriller, rapid and vivid.” 
 
A classic adventure story: it’s got everything: chases, disguises, 
fisticuffs, action and atmosphere.  



The Perks of Being a Wallflower/Stephen Chbosky 
Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the 
school, he is by no means popular. Shy, introspective, intelligent 
beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught 
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is 
attempting to navigate his way through uncharted territory: the 
world of first dates and mix-tapes, family dramas and new 
friends; the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect 
drive to feel infinite. But Charlie can't stay on the sidelines 
forever. Standing on the fringes of life offers a unique 
perspective. But there comes a time to see what it looks like 
from the dance floor. 

Murder of Roger Ackroyd/Agatha Christie 
Agatha Christie’s most daring crime mystery - an early and 
particularly brilliant outing of Hercule Poirot, ‘The Murder of 
Roger Ackroyd’, with its legendary twist, changed the detective 
fiction genre for ever. 
 
Roger Ackroyd knew too much. He knew that the woman he 
loved had poisoned her brutal first husband. He suspected also 
that someone had been blackmailing her. Now, tragically, came 
the news that she had taken her own life with a drug overdose. 
But the evening post brought Roger one last fatal scrap of 
information. Unfortunately, before he could finish the letter, he 
was stabbed to death… 

Murder on the Orient Express/Agatha Christie 
Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its 
tracks. The luxurious train is surprisingly full for the time of the 
year, but by the morning it is one passenger fewer. An American 
tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his 
door locked from the inside. 
 
Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot 
must identify the murderer – in case he or she decides to strike 
again. 



Illegal/Eoin Colfer 
Ebo: alone. 

His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, 
and Ebo knows it can only be to make the hazardous journey to 
Europe. 

Ebo's epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the 
dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally out to the merciless sea. 
But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a 
reunion with his sister. 

Gift of Stones/Jim Crace 
“A coastal community live prosperously crafting fine stone tools. 
But their proud insularity is breached by raiders, and in the 
violence a boy loses his arm. Useless as a knapper, he finds a role 
as the village storyteller, roaming far and returning home with 
fantastically embellished tales. When the arrival of a new metal 
threatens all their livelihoods, his fearless imagination becomes a 
lifesaving gift.”  
 
A fascinating book that vividly brings to life the prehistoric 
world, a time not often dealt with by fiction. A great choice for 
those who like to be immersed in the atmosphere of a lost world.  

The Hunger Games/Suzanne Collins 
“Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence 
when she is forced to represent her district in the annual Hunger 
Games, a fight to the death on live TV. But Katniss has been 
close to death before and survival, for her, is second nature. The 
Hunger Games is a searing novel set in a future with unsettling 
parallels to our present. Welcome to the deadliest reality TV 
show ever…” 
 
A compelling dystopian tale, with an engaging cast of characters. 
Plenty of action and suspense to keep you reading.  



One/Sarah Crossan 
Grace and Tippi don't like being stared and sneered at, but 
they're used to it. They're conjoined twins - united in blood and 
bone. 
 
What they want is to be looked at in turn, like they truly are two 
people. They want real friends. And what about love? 
 
But a heart-wrenching decision lies ahead for Tippi and Grace. 
One that could change their lives more than they ever asked for... 
This moving and beautifully crafted novel about identity, 
sisterhood and love ultimately asks one question: what does it 
mean to want and have a soulmate? 

The Commitments/Roddy Doyle 
“Have you got Soul? If yes, The World's Hardest Working Band 
is looking for you. Contact J. Rabbitte, 118, Chestnut Ave., 
Dublin 21. Rednecks and southsiders need not apply.” 
 
In the grim north Dublin community of Barrytown, fast-talking 
Jimmie Rabbitte and friends decide to form a band and bring 
soul music to the people of Ireland. But as the band hits the big 
time, personalities start to clash; can Jimmie’s zeal carry them 
through? Full of rhythm, vigour and verve: a hilarious, fast-paced 
comedy. 

Room/Emma Donoghue 
“To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he 
was born and grew up; it's where he lives with his Ma as they 
learn and read and eat and sleep and play. At night, his Ma shuts 
him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep when 
Old Nick visits. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison 
where Old Nick has held her captive for seven years.” 
 
Told entirely from Jack’s point of view, Room is both the story of 
a boy growing up in captivity, as well as what happens when he 
enters the world outside.  



My Family and Other Animals/Gerald Durrell 
“Sometimes it's pretty hard to tell them apart... my family and the 
animals, that is. I don't know why my brothers and sisters 
complain so much. With snakes in the bath and scorpions on the 
lunch table, our house, on the island of Corfu, is a bit like a 
circus. So they should feel right at home…” 
 
A tale about a boy in love with nature and the family that seek to 
understand and love one another.  

The Diary of a Young Girl/Anne Frank 
“In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, 
fleeing the German occupation and persecution of the Jews, went 
into hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. Over the next two years 
Anne vividly describes in her diary the frustrations of living in 
such close quarters, and her thoughts, feelings and longings as 
she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly when, in August 1944, 
when their hiding place was discovered.” 
 
An insight into daily life during one of the darkest periods of 
recent history, and a poignant and powerful record.  

Casino Royale/Ian Fleming 
“In Casino Royale, the first of Fleming’s 007 adventures, a game of 
cards is James Bond's only chance to bring down the desperate 
SMERSH agent Le Chiffre. But Bond soon discovers that there is 
far more at stake than money.” 
 
Suspense, thrills, and danger abound as Bond takes on the sinister 
Soviet organisation, SMERSH. This is Bond at his most ruthless.  



Flashman/George MacDonald Fraser 
“Can a man be all bad? When Harry Flashman’s adventures as 
the reluctant secret agent in Afghanistan lead him to join the 
exclusive company of Lord Cardigan’s Hussars and play a part in 
the disastrous Retreat from Kabul, it culminates in the rascal’s 
finest – and most dishonest – turn.” 
 
Join one of fiction’s most shameless, cowardly, exciting and 
funny anti-heroes on his adventures across the four corners of 
the world.  

Neverwhere/Neil Gaiman 
Neverwhere is a combination of a Tolkien quest, mixed with the 
humdrum of modern London living and a dash of yellow brick 
road. Richard Mayhew, a terribly unoriginal man, living an 
awfully boring life, makes a decision based on altruism and as a 
result ends up cast into the world of ‘London Below’. Will he 
escape the evil Mr. Croup and Mr. Vandemar as they hunt him 
through the undercity? Can he find the Angel Islington that can 
send him home? What ever you do, don’t step on the cracks... 

Tsotsi/Athol Fugard 
“Tsotsi is an angry young gang leader in the South African 
township of Sophiatown. A man without a past, he exists only to 
kill and steal. But one night, in a moonlit grove of bluegum trees, 
a woman he attempts to rape forces a shoebox into his arms. The 
box contains a baby, and his life is inexorably changed. He begins 
to remember his childhood, to rediscover himself and his 
capacity for love.” 
 
Lyrically written, this is a powerful story of Apartheid-era South 
Africa, and the possibilities of redemption.  



The Weirdstone of Brisingamen/Alan Garner 
When Colin and Susan are pursued by eerie creatures across 
Alderley Edge, they are saved by the Wizard. He takes them into 
the caves of Fundindelve, where he watches over the enchanted 
sleep of one hundred and forty knights. 
 
But the heart of the magic that binds them – Firefrost, also 
known as the Weirdstone of Brisingamen – has been lost. The 
Wizard has been searching for the stone for more than 100 years, 
but the forces of evil are closing in, determined to possess and 
destroy its special power.Colin and Susan realise at last that they 
are the key to the Weirdstone’s return. But how can two children 
defeat the Morrigan and her deadly brood? 

Lord of the Flies/William Golding 
“A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, 
a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be 
rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and 
dark blue seas, but at night their dreams are haunted by the image 
of a terrifying beast.” 
 
Golding’s classic novel is a tragic twist on the desert island 
survival tale: at first the boys try to cooperate, sharing out duties 
and establishing rules, but before long rivalries emerge and order 
begins to break down, with tragic and brutal consequences.  

Once/Morris Gleitzman 
“Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. 
Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house. Once I 
made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. My name is Felix. This is my 
story. 
 
Once is the first in a series of children's novels about Felix, a 
Jewish orphan caught in the middle of the Holocaust.” Told from 
Felix’s innocent and hopeful point of view, the darkest events 
become charged with heart-breaking poignancy, and allow 
Gleitzman to introduce a thread of humour and humanity into 
the story. A gripping and emotional tale, about Felix’s 
determination to escape the orphanage he lives in and save his 
parents. Pair with The Book Thief and The Boy in Striped Pyjamas.  



Gone/Michael Grant 
“In the blink of an eye all the adults disappear in a small town in 
southern California and no one knows why. Cut off from the 
outside world, those that are left are trapped, and there’s no help 
on the way. Sam Temple and his friends must do all they can to 
survive. Chaos rules the streets. Gangs begin to form. Sides are 
chosen – strong or weak. Cruel or humane. And then there are 
those who begin to develop powers . . .” 
 
The start of a fantastic series of books, if you like the Maze 
Runner or Divergent series, give this a try. 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time/ 
Mark Haddon 
“The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder 
mystery novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is 
Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's 
Syndrome. He has never gone further than the end of the road 
on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he 
sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world 
upside down.” 
 
Curious Incident is a heart-warming mystery, with a vivid and 
memorable narrator. A perfect book for looking at the world 
from a new and unique perspective.  

Brighton Rock/Graham Greene 
“A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. 
Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has killed a man. 
Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared for the 
courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller, 
exposes a world of loneliness and fear, of life lived on the 
'dangerous edge of things'.” 
 
Exploring the underbelly of a British seaside town, this is the tale 
of the ruthless, razor-wielding Pinkie’s efforts to conceal a 
terrible crime. Both repulsive and captivating,  he is one of 
literature’s ultimate anti-heroes. 



Fatherland/Robert Harris 
Fatherland is an alternative history tale that asks the question, 
what if Hitler had won? Set in 1964 in a Germany still under 
Nazi control, Xavier March, a Berlin police detective, stumbles 
across a conspiracy that could go all the way to the top of the 
German Reich. March joins forces with an American journalist, 
in a race to find and reveal the truth before the Gestapo can stop 
him. A gripping reimagining of history, and a suspense-filled 
thriller.  

The Woman in Black/Susan Hill 
“Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the 
funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh 
House, unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden behind the 
shuttered windows. The house stands at the end of a causeway, 
wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a 
wasted young woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a 
creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened 
by the reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black - 
and her terrible purpose.” 
 
A classic English ghost story: eerie and atmospheric—it will keep 
you on the edge of your seat right until the end. 

The Old Man and the Sea/Ernest Hemingway 
An ageing fisherman at the end of his career, and regarded by the 
younger, more successful fishermen as ‘salao’, the worst form of 
unluckiness, sets out to land one final catch. His battle to reel in 
and return to shore with a giant marlin won Hemingway the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, and is considered a classic tale of 
perseverance, as well as a meditation on ageing, defeat and man’s 
relationship to nature. Written in Hemingway’s characteristically 
lean prose, not a word is wasted, and this short novella packs a 
punch.  



The Outsiders/S.E. Hinton 
“According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the 
world: greasers and socs. A soc has money, can get away with 
just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. 
A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and 
needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always 
been proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of socs 
for the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible night when 
his friend Johnny kills a soc. The murder gets under Ponyboy's 
skin, causing his bifurcated world to crumble and teaching him 
that pain feels the same whether a soc or a greaser.” 
 
A classic tale of adolescent alienation, which examines both the 
fear and violence as well as the camaraderie and vulnerability, of 
being young.  

Brave New World/ Aldous Huxley 
A dystopian nightmare. Imagine a world where your entire future 
was decided at birth. Under the watchful eye of the ‘World State’, 
society is engineered. There are no more natural births, no 
education beyond hypnosis, no room for individual or critical 
thought. Are you an Alpha-plus? One of the upper classes, 
destined to a life in the limelight? Or are you one of the inferior 
casts destined for nothing but gruelling labour? If you enjoy 
books like the Hunger Games, give this one a try. 

The Kite Runner/Khaled Hosseini 
“Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the 
local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend Hassan 
promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what 
will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter 
their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to 
flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must return to 
Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing that his new 
world cannot grant him: redemption.” 
 
A story of loss and the search for redemption, set against the 
backdrop of recent Afghan history; this is a powerful, poignant 
and riveting book. 



Into Thin Air/Jon Krakauer 
“Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air is the true story of a 24-hour 
period on Everest, when members of three separate expeditions 
were caught in a storm and faced a battle against hurricane-force 
winds, exposure, and the effects of altitude, which ended the 
worst single-season death toll in the peak's history.” 
 
One of the greatest adventure stories of all time, based on the 
real and tragic events of a catastrophic climbing expedition.  

Orangeboy/Patrice Lawrence 
Not cool enough, not clever enough, not street enough for 
anyone to notice me. I was the kid people looked straight  
through. 
 
Not anymore. Not since Mr Orange. 
 
Sixteen-year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll 
never follow his big brother, Andre, down the wrong path. So 
far, it's been easy, but when a date ends in tragedy, Marlon finds 
himself hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and 
they're going to use Marlon to get to him. Marlon's out of 
choices - can he become the person he never wanted to be, to 
protect everyone he loves? 

A Wrinkle in Time/Madeline L’Engle 
When Charles Wallace Murry goes searching through a 'wrinkle 
in time' for his lost father, he finds himself on an evil planet 
where all life is enslaved by a huge pulsating brain known as 'It'. 
How Charles, his sister Meg and friend Calvin find and free his 
father makes this a very special and exciting mixture of fantasy 
and science fiction, which all the way through is dominated by 
the funny and mysterious trio of guardian angels known as Mrs 
Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which.  



To Kill a Mockingbird/Harper Lee 
'Shoot all the blue jays you want, if you can hit 'em, but 
remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.' 
 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real 
mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged 
with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout 
and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the 
irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South 
of the 1930s. The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, 
violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's 
struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so 
much. 

Chinese Cinderella/Adeline Yen Mah 
“Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother 
died giving birth to her. They discriminate against her and make 
her feel unwanted yet she yearns and continuously strives for her 
parents' love. Her stepmother is vindictive and cruel and her 
father dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an academic child, 
with a natural ability for writing. Only her aunt and grandfather 
offer her any love and kindness. The story is of survival in the 
light of the mental and physical cruelty of her stepmother and the 
disloyalty of her siblings.” 
 
A heart-wrenching autobiography and potentially your next 
favourite book. 

We Were Liars/E.Lockhart 
“We are liars. We are beautiful and privileged. We are cracked 
and broken. A tale of love and romance. A tale of tragedy. Which 
are lies? Which is truth? You decide.” 
 
If you are looking for an unforgettable mystery with a twist in the 
end, this book is for you. Read it, love it and share it with a 
friend. A story about growing up, finding yourself and losing 
yourself.  



Walkabout/James Vance Marshall 
“Mary and her young brother Peter are the only survivors of an 
aircrash in the middle of the Australian outback. Facing death 
from exhaustion and starvation, they meet an aboriginal boy who 
helps them to survive, and guides them along their long journey. 
But a terrible misunderstanding results in a tragedy that neither 
Mary nor Peter will ever forget…” 

I am Legend/Richard Matheson 
One of the first zombie books ever written! Robert Neville, a 
scientist and the sole survivor of a disease that wipes out the 
planet looks for a cure. For although he is the last man on Earth, 
he is  not alone. The infected walk the streets at night and will kill 
him given the chance. A story of isolation, hope and redemption. 
I am Legend is the original zombie novel and a frighteningly 
good read! 

Life of Pi/ Yann Martel 
This is a story about the nature of stories. Pi, a young boy from 
Pondicherry, India, sets sail on an adventure that will change his 
life. His family set out to move their zoo from India to America. 
A storm sinks their ship and most of the passengers drown. The 
only passengers to escape alive are Pi, a spotted hyena, an injured 
zebra, and an orangutan named Orange. Did I mention the fully 
grown Bengal tiger called Richard Parker? No? Oh, well he 
escapes too. The unlikely voyagers cling to a life raft as they fight 
for their very survival.  



The Road/Cormac McCarthy 
A beautiful and haunting novel about a boy and his father after 
the end of the world. They walk the road, searching for a place 
untouched by the desolation that marks the world around them. 
They will face hunger, the elements and worst of all other 
travellers. The man and his son try to keep the light of humanity 
alive, even in the face of the ever-present fear of roving bands of 
cannibals. This book asks if we can retain our humanity in the 
face of the ultimate test—survival. 

Slade House/David Mitchell 
“Turn down Slade Alley - narrow, dank and easy to miss, even 
when you're looking for it…. enter the sunlit garden of an old 
house that doesn't quite make sense; too grand for the shabby 
neighbourhood, too large for the space it occupies. A stranger 
greets you and invites you inside. At first, you won't want to 
leave. Later, you'll find that you can't.” 
 
Every nine years, on the last Saturday in October, a ‘guest’ is 
summoned to the mysterious Slade House. No-one knows why, 
no-one knows by who. Told over five chapters, beginning in 
1979 and taking us up to October 2015, all will be revealed on 
Halloween... 

Burning Midnight/Will McIntosh 
No one knows where the brilliant-coloured spheres came from. 
One day they were just there, hidden all over the earth like huge 
gemstones. Burn a pair and they make you a little better: an inch 
taller, skilled at maths, better-looking. The rarer the sphere, the 
greater the improvement - and the more expensive the sphere. 
 
When Sully meets Hunter, a girl with a natural talent for finding 
spheres, the two start searching together. What they find will 
change more than just their lives... Because the entire world fights 
over spheres, but no one knows why they're here or what their 
powers are… until now. 

The Road/Cormac McCarthy 
A beautiful and haunting novel about a boy and his father after 
the end of the world. They walk the road, searching for a place 
untouched by the desolation that marks the world around them. 
They will face hunger, the elements and worst of all other 
travellers. The man and his son try to keep the light of humanity 
alive, even in the face of the ever-present fear of roving bands of 
cannibals. This book asks if we can retain our humanity in the 
face of the ultimate test—survival. 

Slade House/David Mitchell 
“Turn down Slade Alley - narrow, dank and easy to miss, even 
when you're looking for it…. enter the sunlit garden of an old 
house that doesn't quite make sense; too grand for the shabby 
neighbourhood, too large for the space it occupies. A stranger 
greets you and invites you inside. At first, you won't want to 
leave. Later, you'll find that you can't.” 
 
Every nine years, on the last Saturday in October, a ‘guest’ is 
summoned to the mysterious Slade House. No-one knows why, 
no-one knows by who. Told over five chapters, beginning in 
1979 and taking us up to October 2015, all will be revealed on 
Halloween... 

Burning Midnight/Will McIntosh 
No one knows where the brilliant-coloured spheres came from. 
One day they were just there, hidden all over the earth like huge 
gemstones. Burn a pair and they make you a little better: an inch 
taller, skilled at maths, better-looking. The rarer the sphere, the 
greater the improvement - and the more expensive the sphere. 
 
When Sully meets Hunter, a girl with a natural talent for finding 
spheres, the two start searching together. What they find will 
change more than just their lives... Because the entire world fights 
over spheres, but no one knows why they're here or what their 
powers are… until now. 



The Rest of us Just Live Here/Patrick Ness 

“What if you weren't the Chosen One? The one who's supposed 
to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or whatever this 
new thing is, with the blue lights and the death? What if you were 
like Mikey? Who just wants to graduate and go to prom and 
maybe finally work up the courage to ask Henna out before 
someone goes and blows up the high school. Again. Because 
sometimes there are problems bigger than this week's end of the 
world and sometimes you just have to find the extraordinary in 
your ordinary life.” 
 
A novel about the people in the background, the underdogs and 

bit players who make up the 99%. 

Only Ever Yours/ Louise O’Neill 
“Eves are designed, not made. The School trains them to be 
pretty. The School trains them to be good. The School trains 
them to Always be Willing. 
 
All their lives, the Eves have been waiting. Now, they are ready 
for the outside world. Companion... Concubine... Or chastity. 
Only the best will be chosen. And only the Men  decide.” 
 
A chilling, dystopian novel in the style of Margaret Atwood. If 
you enjoyed Never Let Me Go or A Handmaid’s Tale, you will 
love this. 

Z for Zachariah/Robert C. O’Brien 

“The world has ended and Ann Burden has been living alone in a 
valley for over a year - until Loomis, a scientist in a radiation-
proof suit, arrives. She hopes they will be companions but his 
behaviour towards her becomes increasingly threatening as he 
attacks her and then cuts off her food supply and tries to bring 
her under his control.” 
 
Can she escape him before it is too late? Is there anyone else left 
alive? 



1984/George Orwell  
George Orwell’s masterpiece, 1984, transports us to a very 
different world. An authoritarian dictatorship, led by Big 
Brother, monitors the citizens of Oceania. Winston Smith works 
at the Ministry of Truth. His job? To edit history,  making people 
disappear from pictures and history books. He becomes 
obsessed with the true past, records anti-party thoughts in his 
diary and falls in love with a co-worker. All crimes.  Will Big 
Brother catch him out or can he fight the system from within? 

Beck/Mal Peet 
Both harrowing and life-affirming, the final novel from Carnegie 
Medal-winning author Mal Peet is the sweeping coming-of-age 
adventure of a mixed race boy transported to North America. 
Born from a street liaison between a poor young woman and an 
African sailor in the 1900s, Beck is soon orphaned and sent to 
the Catholic Brothers in Canada. Shipped to work on a farm, his 
escape takes him across the continent in a search for belonging. 
Enduring abuse and many hardships, Beck has times of comfort 
and encouragement, eventually finding Grace, the woman with 
whom he can finally forge his life and shape his destiny as a 
young man. A picaresque novel set during the Depression as 
experienced by a young black man, it depicts great pain but has 
an uplifting and inspiring conclusion. 

Wonder/R.J. Palacio 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary 
things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - 
inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 
screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 
they go.” Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie is about 
to be sent to a real school for the first time in his life, and he’s 
dreading it. 
 
Told from a number of perspectives including Auggie’s, Wonder is 
a sensitively told tale about what it’s like to be different, the 
cruelty that it often inspires, and the importance of empathy and 
kindness.  



Rabbit Proof Fence/Doris Pilkington 
Rabbit Proof Fence is a novel by Australian author Doris 
Pilkington. Set in 1931 in a town called Jigalong, which forms 
part of a fence that runs for several thousand miles. The story 
follows the lives of three aboriginal girls who are separated from 
their family and placed in a camp. The three girls attempt to 
escape the camp but are hunted by the experienced tracker 
Moodoo. A story about the impact of white settlers on native 
Australians and the hardships that affected many individuals. 

Mortal Engines/Philip Reeve 
"It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of 
London was chasing a small mining town across the dried-out 
bed of the old North Sea." 
 
The great traction city London has been skulking in the hills to 
avoid the bigger, faster, hungrier cities loose in the Great 
Hunting Ground. But now, the sinister plans of Lord Mayor 
Mangus Crome can finally unfold… 
 

In a stunning literary debut, Philip Reeve has created a painful 
dangerous unforgettable adventure story of surprises, set in a 
dark and utterly original world fuelled by Municipal Darwinism -- 
and betrayal.  

Northern Lights/Philip Pullman 
"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her 
animal daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars of 
Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her 
to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and   
ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 
consequences far beyond her own world… 
If you loved Harry Potter, but have never found something to 
match it, try Northern Lights. It’s just as magical, the characters 
as loveable and I’d say it’s even more captivating… just stay away 
from the film! 



If I Was Your Girl/ Meredith Russo 
“My name is Amanda. I'm 18. When you look at me, you might 
see that I'm pretty and popular; you might think my life is easy. 
But being me has never been easy. Because I haven't always been 
Amanda. When I was born, I was named Andrew. Now, at my 
new school, I finally feel like myself. But do I owe my new 
friends the truth about my past?” 
 
“Important and brave. Read this wonderful book, just read it.” --
Jennifer Niven, author of All the Bright Places  

The Catcher in the Rye/JD Salinger. 
“If you really want to hear about it, the first thing you'll probably 
want to know is where I was born and what my lousy childhood 
was like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they 
had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of crap…” 
Holden Caulfield, sixteen, has just been expelled from his school. 
In this novel he examines and pulls apart his notions of society 
and those around him. Caulfield has become the poster child for 
the disaffected and angry young man, neither child not adult, 
trying to negotiate his identity and begin to forge his path in the 
world.  

Holes/Louis Sachar 
“Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a 
miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile 
Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is 
not surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig 
a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting anything they 
find. The evil warden claims that it is character building, but this 
is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth.” 
 
A YA classic: past and present intertwine, as Stanley plots to 
escape the detention centre, and in the process excavates the 
secrets of his family’s bad luck.  



Ghosts of Heaven/Marcus Sedgwick 
Spanning thousands of years, The Ghosts of Heaven can tell us a 
secret as old as time, about survival, discovery, and the effect of 
the spiral - a symbol that has no end - on all our lives. 
It's there when a girl walks through the forest, the moist green air 
clinging to her skin. There centuries later in a pleasant green dale, 
hiding the treacherous waters of Golden Beck that take Anna, 
who they call a witch. There on the other side of the world, 
where a mad poet watches the waves and knows the horrors they 
hide, and far into the future as Keir Bowman realises his destiny. 
Each takes their next step in life. None will ever go back to the 
same place. The spiral has existed as long as time has existed. 
Follow the ways of infinity to discover its meaning. 

Challenger Deep/Neal Shusterman 
Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on 
Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas 
Trench. 
 
Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in residence to 
document the journey with images. 
 
Caden Bosch pretends to join the school track team but spends 
his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head. 
Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the 
allure of mutiny. 
 
Caden Bosch is torn. 

Touching the Void/Joe Simpson 
“Touching the Void is the heart-stopping account of Joe Simpson's 
terrifying adventure in the Peruvian Andes. He and his climbing 
partner, Simon, reached the summit of the remote Siula Grande 
in June 1995. A few days later, Simon staggered into Base Camp, 
exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that that Joe was dead. 
What happened to Joe, and how the pair dealt with the 
psychological traumas that resulted when Simon was forced into 
the appalling decision to cut the rope, makes not only an epic of 
survival but a compelling testament of friendship.” 
 
An emotionally charged and nail-biting story of survival against 
impossible odds. Pair with 127 Hours by Aron Ralston. 



The Complete Maus/Art Spiegelman 
The only graphic novel on this list, Maus depicts the author 
talking to his father about his experiences as a Jew in Poland 
during the Nazi persecution and as a survivor of the Holocaust. 
Art Spiegelman uses the metaphor of mice and cats to discuss 
very difficult ideas and lessons from history. A very powerful 
book, that won the Pulitzer Prize in 1992. This book covers the 
Holocaust and reader discretion is advised if you find this kind of 
content difficult to read. 

Stone Cold/Robert Swindells 
Link is homeless. He lives on the streets of London and has to 
beg for money to buy food and shelter, but the dangers of living 
on the street are the least of his worries… Link suspects a serial 
killer is preying on young and vulnerable homeless people. He 
teams up with Deb, a young reporter pretending to be homeless, 
to try to track him down… the real danger: they’re the bait.  
 
A nail-biting thriller and harrowing look at the hardships of 
homelessness. 

Of Mice and Men/John Steinbeck 
Steinbeck evokes the crippling poverty of the American Great 
Depression through this tail of friendship and loss. Lenny and 
George, a mismatched pair of migrant farm labourers, dream of 
having a little farm of their own. George cares for the giant 
Lennie like a brother, but will he be able to save him from 
himself when the boss’ son’s wife shows an interest?  



The Hate U Give/Angie Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter navigates between the poverty-
stricken neighbourhood she has grown up in and the upper-crust 
suburban prep school she attends. Her life is up-ended when she 
is the sole witness to a police officer shooting her best friend, 
Khalil, who turns out to have been unarmed during the 
confrontation – but may or may not have been a drug dealer. As 
Starr finds herself even more torn between the two vastly 
different worlds she inhabits, she also has to contend with 
speaking her truth and, in the process, trying to stay alive herself.  

Spud/ John Van De Ruit 
It’s 1990. Apartheid is crumbling. Nelson Mandela has just been 
released from prison. And Spud Milton—thirteen-year-old, 
prepubescent choirboy extraordinaire—is about to start his first 
year at an elite boys-only boarding school in South Africa. 
Cursed with embarrassingly dysfunctional parents, a senile granny 
named Wombat, and a wild obsession for Julia Roberts, Spud has 
his hands full trying to adapt to his new home. 
 
Armed with only his wits and his diary, Spud takes readers of all 
ages on a rowdy boarding school romp full of illegal midnight 
swims, raging hormones, and catastrophic holidays that will leave 
the entire family in total hysterics and thirsty for more. 

The Fellowship of the Ring/JRR Tolkien 
Frodo, Samwise, Merry, and Pippin embark on the greatest 
adventure of all time. Our unlikely hero needs to cross great 
distances to destroy the evil that plagues Middle-Earth. The 
group will face peril, betrayal, death and more as they seek to cast 
the one-ring of  power into the fires of Mt. Doom and it all starts 
here. Elves, Orcs, wizards, Dwarves, magic and swords; books 
don’t get more epic than this. 
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Crongton Knight/Alex Wheatle 
Living on the South Crongton council estate has its worries - and 
life for McKay has been even tougher since his mum died. His 
dad has been working all hours to keep the bailiffs from their 
door. His brother is always out riding the streets at night, 
tempting trouble. And now, having strayed off his turf on a 
'heroic' (if misguided) mission to help out a girl, McKay finds 
himself facing a friend's crazy ex-boyfriend, some power-tripping 
hood-rats and a notoriously violent gangster with a vendetta 
which hits too close to home. 
 
Crongton Knights is a very funny, very moving story that shows 
that although life is testing, the lessons learned the hard way are 
the ones you'll never forget. 

Out of Shadows/Jason Wallace 
“Zimbabwe, 1980s. The fighting has stopped, independence has 
been won and Robert Mugabe has come to power offering the 
end of the Old Way and promising hope for black Africans. For 
Robert Jacklin, it’s all new: new continent, new country, new 
school. And very quickly he learns that for some of his white 
classmates, the sound of guns is still loud, and their battles rage 
on. Boys like Ivan. He wants things back to how they were, and 
he’s taking his fight to the very top.” 
A dark, unblinking and provocative novel, examining issues of 
racism and violence in post-colonial Africa.  

Code Name Verity/Elizabeth Wein 
Oct. 11th, 1943 - A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied 
France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the girls 
has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's 
barely begun.  
 
When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't 
stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, 
she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give 
her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution.   



The Day of the Triffids/John Wyndham 
“When Bill Masen wakes up blindfolded in hospital there is a 
bitter irony in his situation. Carefully removing his bandages, he 
realizes that he is the only person who can see: everyone else, 
doctors and patients alike, have been blinded by a meteor 
shower. Now, with civilization in chaos, the triffids - huge, 
venomous, large-rooted plants able to 'walk', feeding on human 
flesh - can have their day.” 
 
A chilling sci-fi classic that remains fresh and disturbing. 

The Art of Being Normal/Lisa Williamson 
Two boys. Two secrets. David Piper has always been an outsider. 
His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. 
Only his two best friends know the real truth - David wants to 
be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one 
goal - to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the most 
beautiful girl in year 11 is definitely not part of that plan. When 
Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. 
But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School 
secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret for long...  

Carry on Jeeves/P.G. Wodehouse 
When gentleman Bertie Wooster catches his valet Meadowes 
stealing his silk socks, he sacks him and sends for another from 
the agency. Enter Jeeves, who mixes Bertie a hangover cure and 
is employed immediately. 
 
Do yourself a favour and introduce yourself to Wodehouse’s 
Jeeves and Wooster stories. Exquisite dialogue, impeccably 
stylish, and uproariously funny. This was the book that launched 
“one of the funniest, sharpest and most touching partnerships in 
English literature.” 



The Book Thief/Markus Zusak 
“1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death 
has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a 
foster family on Himmel Street. Her parents have been taken 
away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her 
story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the 
bombs begin to fall.” 
 
A tale of resilience, hope and the power of words to sustain the 
human spirit through the darkest times. Moving, tragic, and 
ultimately life-affirming.  

The Sun is Also a Star/Nicola Yoon 
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. 
Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely 
not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New 
York City street and falls in love with him.  
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living 
up to my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the 
dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something 
about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much 
more extraordinary in store―for both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this 
single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will 
come true?  

I am Malala/Malala Yousafzai 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl 
fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 
2012, she almost paid the ultimate price when she was shot in the 
head at point-blank range. 
 
Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United 
Nations. She has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and 
is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 



 

 

Is there a book you are dying to read but it’s not on the challenge? 

Why not go off trail?  

 

Pick up to two books that are not on the challenge that you want to 

read and they will count towards your 10 book total, just make sure 

you have borrowed them from the library or they won’t count! 
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Choose your own!  


