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A collection of books recommended for Modern Languages Students:

These books will help you to develop as a reader of modgrgkes, and
to deepen your understanding of the history and cultilme diverse
group of countries.

This collection has been compiled by the Modern Languagesneapan
collaboration with the Memorial Library




How does the challenge work?

This collection covers six different languages: Mandares€&hin
French, German, Italian, Russian and Spanish. For each ldrgguage f
Modern Languages teachers have put together a selectiors af book
that language, and books in English about the culture tanyg difis

the country.

You need to real booksfrom this collection throughout the school
year. The books can be from one language or a mixture, ddd shou
ideally includat least two in a language other than English

Every time you finish a book from the list, come antbtélbirary
VWDII DERXW WKH ERRN DQG ZH-OO JLYH

Once you have conquered the North Face Reading Chall&nge an

collected five stamps, you will join your fellow studerds end of
year trip tdPizza Hut & Cineworld!

Stamps Collected:




Arab Cultural Awareness: 58 Factsheets \J
7KLY KDQGERRN LV GHVLJQHGS®RRNWHY
WUDLQLQJ- UHVRXUFH W LW MPWPBQEGC PD
instruction. The goal is to provide soldiers with a heasidew ;

of Arab culture. p
W PXVW EH HPSKDVL]HG WKDW RAKHU o) H$
society. The Arab world is full of rich and diverse comesynit
groups and cultures. Differences exist not only amonties,
but within countries as well. 58 FACTSHEETS

The House of Wisdom: How Arabic Science Saved Ancient
Knowledge and Gave Us the Renaissance/Jim Al-Khalili

A myth-shattering view of the Islamic world's myriadiicien
innovations and the role they played in sparking the Borope
Renaissance.

Many of the innovations that we think of as hallmarke stew
science had their roots in the Arab world of the middleaages
period when much of Western Christendom lay in intallectu
darkness. Jim al- Khalili, a leading British-Iraqi physicist
resurrects this lost chapter of history, and given cEashtest
tensions, his book could not be timelier. With transgatétail,
alKhalili places readers in the hothouses of the Arabic
Enlightenment, shows how they led to Europe's cultural
awakening, and poses the question: Why did the Islardic worl
enter its own dark age after such a dazzling flowering?
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Dk JEHAD AL-OMARE Understanding the Arab Culture/Jehah Al-Omari
Understanding the | A Practical Cross-cultural Guide to Working or Studythg i

Arab World.
Af ab CUltU.re The book focuses more on the key differences thaarisies,
issues that Westerners will find puzzling, unusu#iaidio
cope with. It is based on years of experience ofrigdiuri
Westerners and a long list of frequently asked qudstions.
addresses Western perceptions and misconceptions of Arabs,
Islam and the Arab world as well as some key Arab peroefptions
the West. Many practical tips are given on a varigtyes,i from
exchanging appropriate gifts to negotiating techniques.

Arabic Stories for Language Learners: Traditional Middle ARARBIC STORIES
Eastern Tales in Arabic and English/Hezi Brosh & Lultfi ANGUAGE LEARNERS
Mansur it o
The traditional stories of a country are invaluable atipgovid
insight into understanding the culture, history and langlag
people. A great way to learn Arabic, the sixty-six sbomglsin
Arabic Stories for Language Learners present the vocalallary
grammar used every day in Arabic-speaking countries.remile
a wide variety of sources that have been edited andesirfgnif
learning purposes, these stories are presented in paataidel A
and English, facilitating language learning in the classrdaia
self-study. Each story is followed by a series diomsda Arabic
and English to test comprehension and encourage discussion

aedle B2l Arabic for Nerds: 270 Questions on Arabic Grammar/

Gerald Drissner

Gerald Dri3ner has been collecting interesting factsfabbid
grammar, vocabulary and expressions, hints and traps for almo:
ten years. He has compiled them in a book: Arabic for. Nerds
This book should fill a gap. There are plenty of kadmbst Ar-

abic for beginners, but it is difficult to find good ristfr
intermediate students. This book is suitable for readehsaveho
been studying Arabic for at least two years. Readers shoald hay
sound knowledge of vocabulary (around 3000 words) and know
about tenses, verb moods and plurals.

Arabic for Nerds doesn't teach vocabulary, nor are there
exercises. This book explains how Arabic works andegigiessr
hints in using and understanding the language bettem@&shce

of the Arabic words are given in translation, the readed broul
able to read this book without a dictionary.

Vs
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- Drifner




Bedouins Facts & Details/Jeffrey Hays

This 19-page booklet give a detailed introductioe to th
Bedouins, giving an insight into their culturejaejigocial

habits and overall lifestyle. Students who read this buitiklet
EH DEOH WR GHFLGH RQ ZKLFMWBOMNSHF
would like to research and expand on.

The Arabic Language/Kees Versteegh
An introductory guide for students of Arabic language, Arabid
historical linguistics and Arabic socio-linguisticee@tating on
the difference between the two types of Arabic -absicdl
standard language and the dialects - Kees Versteegh charts
history and development of the Arabic language fromigstearl
beginnings to modern times. The reader is given grealidling | &
in the structure of the language, its historical ¢@meits use in
various literary and non-literary genres, as well as an undgrstagds
of the role of Arabic as a cultural, religious and ablitarld The
language. Arabic Language

Kees Versteegh

’ /IHW-V 7DON $UDELF $GDP <DFRXE
L%Rig‘ll\é‘l( A book for beginning Arabic with a free companion weelise
= : audio to download lessons and more than 2000 printable
ﬁ@“ - IODVKFDUGY KDOI ZLWK WU D Q VBDVW/HHL
&% their Arabic alphabet yet. There are simplebgtsiep
%\ - explanations and plenty of exercises. No previous dgevale
e Arabic is assumed. The book teaches the basics of Modern
¢ My Standard Arabic using a simple and effective building-block
method which is solid and reliable and has been provesfsilicces
SRR LEADING BOOK | for years. You will be introduced to the basics of speaking

pronunciation using a simple format that allows everyspeak
Arabic in a natural way. The book will then continue &bogev
your new skills by enabling you to understand andeimeygpiotr
ability to read, listen to and write this amazing language.

ADAM YACOUB




How to Read A Chinese Poem: A Bilingual Anthology of

HOW TO READ
Tang Poetry/ Edward C. Chang ed. A CHINESE POEM
This bilingual edition of Tang poems offers a new appmach A Bilingual Anthology of Tang Poetry
reading and understanding classical Chinese poetry. laduded e
nearly two hundred regulated verses written by the greatf poets )
the Tang Dynasty, such as Du Fu, Li Bai, Wang Wei, LyiShang i
and Meng Haoran. For each poem, both traditional and sanplif &
Chinese characters are provided for cross reference. In agldit|c ¥

its literary translation, each poem is given a bilingotdtaom %
with respect to the literal meanings of each key wphdase. #
The tone and pinyin transliteration of each Chineseteharac
also provided. This book is designed to help the readers

b i
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Trasalited and Annotased by

Edward C. Chang

understand Tang poems from a bilingual perspective.dtsmay
be a helpful learning tool for students who want to lédmase

through poetry.
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Drigsr Decassrs and the Making of Modern China

JULIA LOVELL

The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams and the Making of China/
Julia Lovell

In October 1839, Britain entered the first Opium War@fina.

Its brutality notwithstanding, the conflict was also thredtted
tragicomedy: with Victorian hypocrisy, bureaucratic fgsblin
military missteps, political opportunism and collabartbn

over the past hundred and seventy years, this strange tale of
misunderstanding, incompetence and compromise has become
the founding episode of modern Chinese nationalism.¢gStartin
from this first conflict, The Opium Wt [SORUHYV KRZ &
national myths mould its interactions with the outsidel, how
public memory is spun to serve the present, and haiodednd
prejudice have bedevilled its relationship with thermdgest.



C_+ " _0t?2/Lao She

This book describes the life tragedies of the comeaphepin

times of social changes and wars. The author Lao She tiakes us

survey the world and the society with the hero's expsramt

changes in thought. After going through many ill tratsime

society, the hero finally understands that a person caangé c

his or her fate no matter how hard he or she tries tdeReop

X AT character is damaged and twisted in the feudal society and they
gradually lose their independent personality and learrss to be

flunkey under much oppression. After three-year apprgnti

and oppression, the hero gradually becomes a person who

endures.

Stitching Up/Gu Shijiu

Stitching Up was awarded Most Beautiful Chinese Book of th
<HDU DQG 7KH :RUOG-V ORVWWoH
after its publication. The book is a collection afaroessays
with lively and refreshing language. The title bu taleuad)
LQGLFDWHY WKH DXWKRU:-V PRGHVW

stitching 4n

A

«~ MODERN The Search for Modern China/ Jonathan Spence
AEANCH C H I N A In this widely acclaimed history of modern China, Jonathan
Spence achieves a fine blend of narrative richnesscedcgffi

; ; ' Praised as "a miracle of readability and scholarly
authority," (Jonathan Mirsky) The Search for Modern China

offers a matchless introduction to China's history.




Frog: a Novel/Mo Yan
The author of Red SorghumQ G &KLQD:V PRVW UH'

critically acclaimed novelist returns with his fifstrma

publication since winning the Nobel Prize. Frog opéng wi
playwright nicknamed Tadpole who plans to write about his aunt
In her youth, Gugé the beautiful daughter of a famous doctor
and staunch Communists revered for her skill as a midwife.
%XW ZKHQ KHU ORYHU GHIHFWWYWW ¥ XWX -
guestioned.

The Designing Wordsmith/Zhu Yingchun
This book contains collections of poetry created by Zhu

Yingchun. It includes about ten poems which convayimge
through designing characters. Zhu expresses the pagsitgby
the methods of designing characters through which thimgnisa
revealed. He strives to make innovation in the confitenfe
design. Inexpensive paper and simple words are usecgeie
extent in order to bring smiles into our lives.

The Real Story of Ah-Q and Other Tales of China/Lu Xun
Lu Xun is one of the founding figures of modern Ghien
literature. In the early twentieth century, as Chinaupaagainst
the realities of the modern world, Lu Xun effected drshift
Chinese letters away from the ornate, obsequious litefdere
aristocrats to the plain, expressive literature of tsesnabis
volume presents Lu Xun's complete fiction in bragng
translations and includes such famous works as "The Real Ston
of Ah-q," "Diary of a Madman," and "The Divorce." Together
they expose a contradictory legacy of cosmopolitan ideiepen
polemical fractiousness, and anxious patriotism thaiuesnto
resonate in Chinese intellectual life today.
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L'Elégance du hérisson/Muriel Barbery Muriel Barbery
Rene is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment b8Hding| | Lélégance du hérisson
maintains a carefully constructed persona as someorieatedul
but reliable, in keeping with what she feels a corstiengd be.
But beneath this facade lies the real Rene: passionatai e
and the arts, and more knowledgeable in many ways than he
employers with their outwardly successful but emotivoall
lives. Down in her lodge, apart from weekly visits byheer o
friend Manuela, Rene lives with only her cat for company.
Meanwhile, several floors up, twelve-year-old Paloma Josse
determined to avoid the pampered and vacuous futuretléid o
her, and decides to end her life on her thirteenth birButay.
unknown to them both, the sudden death of one of their
privileged neighbours will dramatically alter their lineagfo

Albert Camus / -e W U D Q\lbertC&mus

Prix Nobel de linérature

Létranger

Meursault leads an apparently unremarkable bachelor life in
Algiers until he commits a random act of violencea¢kiof
emotion and failure to show remorse only serve to imtisas
guilt in the eyes of the law, and challenges the furtdbwadues
of society - a set of rules so binding that any persaking
them is condemned as an outsider. For Meursault, thisgglan
to his reason and a betrayal of his hopes; for Camus it
encapsulates the absurdity of life.

In The Outsider (1942), his classic existentialist, iCamus
explores the predicament of the individual who refupesténd
and is prepared to face the indifference of the universe,
courageously and alone
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When in French: Love in a Second Language/Lauren Collins

A language barrier is no match for love. Lauren Caollowveied { “:."\(",.«..m-
this first hand when, in her early thirties, she mouezhtion '
and fell for a Frenchman named Olivéesurprising turn of B

events for someone who didn't have a passport until sime was
college. But what does it mean to love someone imd seco 7=
language? Collins wonders, as her relationship with Olivie
continues to grow entirely in English. Are theredisihg doesn't
understand about Olivier, having never spoken to him in his
native tongue? Does "l love you" even mean the samadhie
taime"? When in French is a laugh-out-loud funny anisisigrp
memoir about the lengths we go to for love, as well as an

Paris Revealed: The Secret Life of the City/Stephen Clar
Paris - one of the most visited cities in the world.

But do you know...

Which is the most romantic spot to say 'je't'aime'?

Where to see fantastic art, away from all the crowds?
Why Parisian men feel compelled to pee in the street?
How to choose a hotel room where you might actuadygged
night's sleep?

A=A
L &[¢

exploration across culture and history into how we leguadges
--and what they say about who we are.

.-
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Alain-Fournier *% -

_23LE GRAND
. MEAULNES

Le Grand Meaulnes/Alain-Fournier

When Meaulnes first arrives at the local school in Sologne
everyone is captivated by his good looks, daring anchaharis
But when Meaulnes disappears for several days, and rturns wi
tales of a strange party at a mysterious house - ane Fis the
beautiful girl hidden within it, Yvonne de Galaisl{éikas been
changed forever. In his restless search for his &istasd the
happiness he found there, Meaulnes, observeddyahfsi¢nd
Francois, may risk losing everything he ever had. Iftisedn
youthful admiration and adult resignation, Alain-Fournier's
compelling narrator carries the reader through this everative
unbearably poignant portrayal of desperate friendship and
vanished adolescence.
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Gavalda

JE VOUDRAIS QUE
QUELQU'UN M'ATTENDE
QUELQUE Pmrnb\.»m}

/IH GHUQLHU MRXU G-XQ FRQGDPQp 9
Deeply shocking in its time, The Last Day of a CoretéMan is
a profound and moving tale and a vital work of social
commentary. A man vilified by society and condemidedtto
for his crime wakes every morning knowing that this daybei
his last. With the hope for release his only coméosipénds his
hours recounting his life and the time before hissompnient.
But as the hours pass, he knows that he is powerleasde bis
fate. He must follow the path so many have trod befofethe
path that leads to the guillotine

= ANDREW HUSSEY
B

Je voudrais que quelqu'un m'attende quelque part/Anna
Gavalda

This collection of short stories explores how adlifée

changed irrevocably in just one fateful moment. A ptegnan
mother’s plans for the future unravel at the hospitalediig
salesman learns the consequences of an almost-migsed exit
the motorway in the newspaper the next morning; whilieet per
date is spoilt by a single act of thoughtlessnekeséndrucial
moments Gavalda demonstrates her almost magical skill in
conveying love, lust, longing, and loneliness.

~ Le dernier jour
]ﬂd’un condamné |

The French Intifada: The Long War Between France and its
Arabs/Andrew Hussey

Beyond the affluent centre of Paris and other Frend icitiee
deprived banlieues, a war is going on. This is the Fnéfattal

a guerrilla war between the French state and the forijeetssub

of its Empire, for whom the mantra of 'liberty, equéditigrnity’
conceals a bitter history of domination, oppressionyataditi.

This war began in the early 1800s, with Napoleonrlust f
martial adventure, strategic power and imperial preemindnce, at
led to the armed colonization of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia,
and decades of bloody conflict, all in the name otatiaih'.

Here, against the backdrop of the Arab Spring, Andrew Hussey
walks the front lines of this war - from the Gare du NdPahiis

to the souks of Marrakesh and the mosques of Tangiel - to t
the strange and complex story of the relationship beteaéar,
republican France and the Muslim world of North Africa.



German Short Stories for Beginners
6R WKLV ERRN LV QRW D OHQU®WKHN @
ERRN ,W:V DOVR QRW ZULWVWMDLQV

Instead of the aforementioned texts, this books dirieesbed
effective leaning aids directly into the material.

This book contains a total of ten short stories thalveearound
daily themes. The stories are short enough to hold tgwtioat
(1,500 words in length), but long enough to makeslaudense
of accomplishment and progress after finishing one.

MICHAEL ENDE Momo/Michael Ende

y N 1 41
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German.
Short Stories/[W
for Beginners
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+ AUDIO DOWNLOAD

At the edge of the city, in the ruins of an old angdtith, there
lives a little homelss girl called Momo. Momo has a sgeaial
which she uses to help all her friends who comettoerisThen
one day the sinister men in grey arrive and silenthyésikbe
city. Only Momo has the power to resist them, andheithelp

of Professor Hora and his strange tortoise, Cassiopeiayslse t
beyond the boundaries of time to uncover their darkssecret

L



e Die Verwandlung/Franz Kafka
DIE VERWANDLUNG ":KHQ *UHJRU 6DPVD ZRNH XS RQH PRL

VON FRANZ KAFKA

dreams, he found himself changed in his bed into a nosnstro
YHUPLQ p :LWK WKLV VWDUWQQ\QIL UR/IW
sentence, Franz Kafka begins his masterpiece, The
Metamorphosis. It is the story of a young man who, traesform
overnight into a giant beetlelike insect, becomédseam of
disgrace to his family, an outsider in his own home, a
quintessentially alienated man. A harrdiviihgugh absurdly
comic® meditation on human feelings of inadequacy, guilt, and
isolation, The Metamorphosis has taken its place astbee of
most widely read and influential works of twentieth-century
fiction.

Ausgerechnet Deutschland/Wladimir Kaminer

Wladimimir Kaminer observes daily how the influx ofeefug
changes Germany. And how the clash of different cgivess
birth to numerous stories. Wladimir Kaminier tells thigése lot

of humour and true curiosity, but without wrong pathos. He
reports about the Syrian committee to save the world, valsich w|
founded in his village in rural Brandenburg; about thectonés
from Damaskus, who fails with his creations on the Riagenh;
DERXW VKRFNHG PXVOLP $VI\OXPR®HNHUV WR ZKRP :
ZDQWYVY WR JLYH "SLJ HDUVp D *HUPDQ EDNHG VSHFFLELC
Syrians, who are rejected as extras from the film company in
%DEHOVEHUJ IRU WKH VHULHV "WNRPHODQGH MXVW| EH
ORRN "PRUH 6\ULDQu WKDQ WKHIP Z$5HQG LQ WKH HQG K
succeeded?

ERICH KASTNEFR] Emil und die Detektive/Erich Kastner
Emil Young Emil is robbed on his first real railway journegyoioéy
und die Detektive entrusted to him by his hard-working mother for thevestdte
is to stay with in Berlin. A gang of boys about hisagemcome
to his aid, and a thrilling adventure full of surpriseesms they
use their wits to devise a wonderfully simple butgalacdtk to
capture the thief.

With every detail clearly drawn - from the tiresome tsisines
getting into best clothes for the journey, down thrthkanxiety

; as to what shall be done with a gloriously unexpewsted re
f this is a story all young readers will enjoy

Feiew




Glennkill: Ein Schafskrimi/Leonie Swann

Shepard George Glenn lies in the Irish grass, lifelesdea s
sticking out of his breast. His sheep are horrified: bV ltave
killed their old shepherd? And why? Miss Maple, the most
intelligent sheep of the flock, begins to be imder@sthe case.
Luckily, George has read to his sheep and consedusntyet

Der Tod in Venedig/Thomas Mann

The novella tells about a ruinous quest for love antyksmid
degenerating splendour. Gustav von Aschenbach, a sliccessf
but lonely author, travels to the Queen of the Adiiagizarch

of an elusive spiritual fulfilment that turns intehotic doom.
Spellbound by a beautiful Polish boy, he finds hietseted to
this hypnotic city of sun-drenched sensuality angkegsieal
decay as it gradually succumbs to a secret epidemic.

QRW HQWLUHO\ XQSUHSDUHG HWHWHQPRMUDO MVYVY WKH\| IR

traces and - by and by - see through the secrets ofrtiie hu
world. But will they succeed in solving the mystetéaib of

their shepherd?

Germania/Simon Winder

Germania is a very personal guide to the Germany that Simon
:LQGHU ORYHV (TXDOO\ SDVVRBQDWH
folklore, cuisine, architecture and landscape, Windévetescr
*HUPDQ\:V S Daddhih dbing ldo/skeg a country much like
our own: Protestant, aggressive and committed to eatgg som
very strange food. This accessible, enthusiastic dimgjistart

vivid account is a brilliant introduction to the hiddenders of
Germany.



lo E Te/Niccolo Ammaniti

(YHU\ERG\ QHHGYV VRPHERG\ VRPHWLIPHV«

Lorenzo Cuni is a fourteen-year-old loner. His wealthygaren
think he is away on a school skiing trip, but, inHadtas stowed
away in a forgotten cellar.
week, keeping the adult world at bay.

Then a visit from his estranged half-sister, Olivia,eshang

everything.

He plans to live in peidkattaa for a

Novecento/Alessandro Baricco

At the turn of the 20th Century, the great cruiseVinginia
shuttles back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean, tramgport
passengers from old Europe to the New World. When an
abandoned baby is found on board the sailors christen Novecer
1900. The child is destined to a strange fate. Navedkmever
leave the ship as long as he lives, yet he becergesstiest jazz
musician the world would never know. He only knows his, musi
which has a magical effect on everyone who hears. yearsix
before World War Il, Tim Tooney played trumpet with hon an
Novecento gave him his story.



Il giardino dei Finzi Contini/Giorgio Bassani

This is a haunting, elegiac novel which capture®titeamd
atmosphere of Italy (and in particular Ferrara) in the last
summers of the thirties, focusing on an aristocratit Jamity
moving imperceptibly towards its doom. This story tedes pl
largely in the garden of a wealthy Jewish family in Fermara whe
young Jews meet to play tennis after being forcetlthatlocal
club by Fascists. The garden becomes an islandzatticiwiin

a brutal world.

Testimone inconsapevole/Gianrico Carofiglio

A nine-year-old boy is found murdered at the bottom df a we
near a popular beach resort in southern Italy. In whatlik®la
hopeless case for Guido Guerreri, counsel for the eegéenc
Senegalese peddler is accused of the crime. Faced witwsmal
racism fuelled by recent immigration from Africa, Guidoten
to exploit the esoteric workings of the Italian courts.

Cosa Nostra/John Dickie

The mafia has been given many names since it was fawnded o
hundred and forty years ago: the Sect, the Brotherhood, the
Honoured Society, and now Cosa Nostra. Yet as times have
changed, the mafia's subtle and bloody methods havedemaine
the same. Now, for the first time, COSA NOSTRA recotsstruc
the complete history of the Sicilian mafia from its stigitne
present day, from the lemon groves and sulphur mirieByof S

to the streets of Manhattan.

COSA NOSTRA is a definitive history, rich in atmosphete, an
with the narrative pace of the best detective fictiomaarukeen
updated to make it the most vital contemporary accatinet of
mafia ever published.



The pursuit of Italy/David Gilmour

The Pursuit of Italy traces the whole history of tharitali
peninsula in a wonderfully readable style, full oftvesie

stories and observations from personal experience, arad peopl
by many of the great figures of the Italian past, froendCand
Virgil to Dante and the Medici, from Cavour and Verdi to the
controversial political figures of the twentieth cgniine book

have grown up around it.

gives a clear-eyed view of the Risorgimento, thal gvent in
modern Italian history, debunking the influential mytitsh

Caro Michele/Natalia Ginzburg

"7TKH IDPLO\ LV GHVWUR\HG WKH GKII
by incommunicability and destined to loneliness, éitha son,
is far from the mother who writes to him, not only phifgj but
PDLQO\ LQ LGHDVY QHHGV DQG VRUU

Caro Michele is a short epistolary novel, set in Roing the

PUDFWHUV DU

RZV u

1970s about the relationship between a mother and hereestr
son.

f

Natalia Ginzburg (1916-1991) was one of the most ditigdju

writers of modern Italy. She published numerous novels, play
and essays, and co-founded the Italian publishing hoasdiEi

S
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The Italians/John Hooper

How did a nation that spawned the Renaissance also produce tt
Mafia? And why does Italian have twelve words for coat hanger
but none for hangover’RKQ +RRSHU: -V HQWHUWI
perceptive new book is the ideal companion for angekiag to
understand contemporary Italy and the unique character of the
Italians. Fifteen years as a foreign correspondent basetkin R
have sharpened Hooper s observations, and he looksaatghe f
that lie behind the stereotypes, shedding new light igithéng

from the Italians bewildering politics to their loMdeoind

beauty. Hooper persuasively demonstrates the impact of
geography, history, and tradition on many aspects of ifialian |
including football and Freemasonry, sex, food, and opera.
Brimming with the kind of fascinating and often hilaifmights
unavailable in guidebooks, The lItalians will surpris¢hevaiost
die-hard Italophile.



Japanese Graded Readers

This boxed set of 6 very short stories (all in Japartbsa)Gid
audio companion is designed for Japanese learners to cogmfg
start reading from the early stage of learning with thengngagi
topics and cultural insights. The readers are encouragego to f
the dictionary. Try to skip words and phrases that you don't
understand and simply keep on reading. Their meanings will
become apparent from the context and colourful illussatiod
your memory retention will be all the better féxfier
completing Level 0, you'll be ready to the levier upore
interesting stories in Level 1, 2, 3 and so on!

rtabl

An Artist of the Floating World/Kazuo Ishiguro

It is 1948. Japan is rebuilding her cities afterlgmityaof World
War Two, her people putting defeat behind them and Idoking
the future. The celebrated artist, Masuji Ono, fillsyss da
attending to his garden, his house repairs, his two grown
daughters and his grandson; his evenings drinking with old
associates in quiet lantern-lit bars. His should be a tranquil
retirement. But as his memories continually reture fmast - to
a life and career deeply touched by the rise of Japditessnmi

- a dark shadow begins to grow over his serenity. -vatagt
story by the Nobel laureate and Booker Prize winner, Kazuo
Ishiguro. He was born in Nagasaki, Japan and his family moved
England when he was five.



Anthology of Japanese Literature, from the Earliest Era to
the Mid-Nineteenth Century/Donald Keene

Japanese literature has about as long a history as English
literature, and contains works in as wide a variety of ggnres
PD\ EH IRXQG LQ DQ\ FRXQW\ UWGLQFO
longest novels and shortest poems, plays which areswifacl
muted suggestion and others filled with the most &gdnaty

E R P E D Yforh Iptrdduction

This book is a good introduction for anyone who are igrest
in Japanese literature as well as its history from tie emxlie
the time before the modernisation at the end of mecinsnid

19th century.

Totto-Chan: The Little Girl at the Window/Tetsuko
Kuroyanagi

This engaging series of childhood recollections tallsaabideal
school in Tokyo during World War Il that combined leguwith
fun, freedom, and love. This unusual school had olddasiacs
for classrooms, and it was run by an extraordinary man - its
founder and headmaster, Sosaku Kobayeashiwas a firm
believer in freedom of expression and activity. Ififeg#he
Totto-chan of the book has become one of Japan's nposapo
television personalitiebetsuko Kuroyanagi. She attributes her
success in life to this wonderful school and its he adnTde
charm of this account has won the hearts of millioreopfgof

all ages and made this book a runaway bestseller in Japan, with
sales hitting the 4.5 million mark in its first y8&ijl

Samurai William: The Adventurer Who Unlocked

Japan/Giles Milton

Samurai William tells how, in 1598, William Adams, arhEnglis
seaman of humble origin, sailed out to the East IAfties20
months at sea in which they survived a series ofrdisaste
starvation and disease, Adams and a few remaining sailors floa
into a harbour on the island of Kyushu in southwestern 2apan
the first Englishman to arrive, Adams spent some tipnsadn

and was nearly executed before he made an unlikely ally in
Tokugawa leyasu, a powerful feudal lord who would later becon
shogun of Japan. For his service, he was awarded great wealth
land holdings and even a lordship, making him the faigjrfer

ever to be honoured as a samurai. When news of his high
standing reached England, a small crew of Englishmenntere se
to Japan to use Adams's political connections to open trade
EHWZHHQ WKH WZR FRXQWULHYV«



Kafka on the Shore/Haruki Murakami

.DIND RQ WKH 6KRUH LV D SHUIHFW -¥YQV
literary universe. An author who has captured the imagofation
vast international readership, Murakami was considered a strong
contender for the 2014 Nobel Prize in Literature. Thel nomtains

all that makes his stories instantly recognizable: catspeeat to

know more than humans; classical music and pop culttercese
lost, wandering protagonists; and ultimately a graduairsgratedy

at the surface of existence to reveal the unanswerapbysieal
mysteries beneath. Only Murakami could bring to lifeidohnn
WalkkeeWKH VWULGLQJ PDQ IRXQG RQ WKH
whisky, drawn by British illustrator Tom Browiaad make him so
disturbing as to ensure you never look at another lialtdbrmie
Black in quite the same way again.

The Diving Pool/Yoko Ogawa

Composed of three novelfa$he Diving Pool, Pregnancy
Diary, and The Dormitofy this book aims to make the reader
embody their central characters. The focus is on female
protagonists observing from strange places of isolaten. Th
Diving Pool follows Aya, a girl whose parents operate an
orphanage, which means she is the only child in heriatamed
environment to be brought up by her real parents. éyate
her acts of love and cruelty in a detached, disinterestedr,

as if viewing her life through a tunnel or a telescae. W

brilliant writing and razor-sharp observations, Ogawa is famou

w

for being able to turn a phrase like twisting a knife.

Kokoro/Natsume Soseki

IDWVXPH 6RVHNL LV FRXQWHG DEBRBJ
in the Meiji era, he was a scholar, a poet, and a novelist.
Kokoro3® meaning heart, in its various English férmas

serialized in a newspaper in 1914. The novel dealyeouitiga
PDQ:V UHODWLRQVKLS WR DQ HD®HUO
sensei, and is a study of isolation and search fdlyidemi
DXWKRU:-V SURVH OD\HUV OHY<DAN RWk
words and actions, so that by the end of the novel ¢secfady

to read it backwards, to see if anything more can be leammed f
the accretion of his nuanced descriptions.



Uncle Vania/Anton Chekov
$QWRQ &KHNKRY:V SDLQIXO GVDWPHZRLWXWHIR VIHROMHVYV OLYHV
an earlier unsuccessful play called The Wood Der88i). (18

Professor Serebryakov and his lovely but lethaligi¢eléna retire to his
country estate. This has been managed for many yéanydya futile
character eaten up with a sense of his own failuwrén e household
LV WKH SURIHVVRU: -V GDXJKWNUOGRRG\ DR ¥ |KRKE XQWR/HD/OD (KRS
doctor, Astrov. When Serebryakov suggests selliistptiee ¥anya goes
berserk and tries to shoot him...

,Q WKH ZRUGV RI WKH FULWLF 'H\ZFP_N\Q(GHYV:P&I]D\MWK\ WKH [SOL
dreariest of all sensations: beginning life again det thiben, a few

hours before, it has run shrieking up the scaléndlp& seemed the
YHU\ VNLHV PLIJKW VSOLW-

Rasskaz Sensatsia/lgnaty Dyakov

Guadeloupe is paradise on Earth. Due to a number of thitors
island state, now independent of France, has not suffered the
financial crisis which hit the rest of the world. Strict reggilate
how the bankers work and they seem to enjoy this. George has
been working in the National Bank of Guadeloupe foeten.y
Every morning he comes to the office, switchessarohiputer
DQG OLVWHQV WR WKH YRLFARDE®X D
KDYH« QR QHZ PHVVDJHV p +H H&MRAV
he enjoys singing. But one morning, the old world wesygelst

by a single email from overseas which led to a whesedaeri
events, a wave of new thoughts and unexpected encounters...




Rasskaz provokatsia/lgnaty Dyakov

A short sarcastic story, a detective line, written as an aid t
making the Russian language study process more enjoyable fo
young learners. It is the second book in the series@aR

study texts. The story contains many basic conversational
grammar constructions and the core vocabulary required for
business and everyday life: colours, body parts, ojices aind
phrases used in city and home environments. Verbs af moti
receive particular attention.

"8QGRXEWHGO\ WKLV WH[WERRN PDNF
LQWHUHVWLQJ DQG W RE\VGaim\Lavirak D O C

vice provost, The Pushkin State Russian Languageelnstitut

The Overcoat/Nikolai Gogol
The Overcoat is a short story about a government clerkagho h
his precious new overcoat stolen. No-one seems iwillialp
him retrieve his prized possession, a fact that cantincencern
him even when he is beyond the grave.

The Overcoat is how seen as one of the greatest stiegt ater
ZULWWHQ VRPH \HDUV ODWHU DDRO/QVIR\HYVN\ IDPRXVO
come out from Gogol's 'Overcoat'.

Taman/Mikhail Lermontov (Short story- part of the novel

Hero of Our Time)

A Hero of Our Tingempiles stories of a Byronic hero, Grigory
$OH[DQGURYLFK 3HFKRULQ WKURXJK
3HFKRULQ:V SHUVRQDO MRXUQDOV

TamarGHWDLOV 3HFKRULQ:V DGYHQWXUF
city of Tama where he meets a blind orphan boy and a young
TfPHUPDLG:- DQG D SHUVRQ QDPHG <DQ




Mozart and Salieri/Alexander Pushkin

"OR]DUW DQG 6DOLHUL LV D VWBGHRBI |
of Mozart and the questioning of the dual capacity obgamu
villainy. The short play begins with Salieri discussipigui to
murder Mozart. Salieri's determination to kill Mozart thrusts him
LOQWR WKH QDUUDWLYH XS XQMWLO WKH

Based on one of the numerous rumours caused by yhe earl
death of Mozart, it was the only one of Pushkin's playesthat
staged during his lifetime.

Queen of Spades/Alexander Pushkin
'Hermann waited for the appointed hour like a tiger trenfilling
its prey.'

One of Pushkin's most popular and chilling stories QUieen of
Spades' tells of a young man who develops a dangeroisnobsess
in pursuit of the wealth he craves.

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch/Aleksandr

Solzhenitsyn

7KLV EUXWDO VKDWWHULQV RO LXYWH
under Stalin shook Russia and shocked the world when it first
appeared. Discover the importance of a piece of breadxtnaan e
bowl of soup, the incredible luxury of a book, theniogs
possibilities of a nail, a piece of string or a sivagtéh in a world
ZKHUH VXUYLYDO LV DOO

A deeply affecting piece of work which charts one daylifeth
of the inhabitants of a Soviet prison camp. Sobering and
insightful.




El Aleph: La casa de Asterion, La escritura de

dios; Abenjacan el Bojari, muerto en su laberinto, Los dos
reyes y los dos laberintos¥orges Luis Borges

Four short stories touching upon man's struggle witelhand his
relationship with a world that forces us to seek meéargagselves,
contained within this longer collection. Borges wmites ioriginal
afterword that most of the stories in this collection getothe genre of
fantasy, mentioning themes such as identity and immortality

Full of philosophical puzzles and supernatural sespthese stories
FRQWDLQ VRPH RI %9RUJHV -V PRNRAWIEKIOD
uncanny insight he takes us inside the minds of anniargéazi, an
imprisoned Mayan priest, fanatical Christian theapgiamoman

SORWWLQJ YHQJHDQFH RQ KB @DIDWLKQHU K\L

in a Buenos Aires guest house.

JUWBOL]HG KXP
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Como Agua Para Chocolate/Laura Esquivel
The number one bestseller in Mexico and America fostaimo
years, Like Water For Chocolate is a romantic, poignant tale,
touched with moments of magic, graphic earthinessvizéte
wit - and recipes. A sumptuous feast of a novels thelbizarre
history of the all-female De La Garza family. Tita, thegstung
daughter of the house, has been forbidden to marry, coddemne
by Mexican tradition to look after her mother until sfe But
Tita falls in love with Pedro, and he is seduced by tteaimagi
food she cooks. In desperation Pedro marries her sistéraRosa
VR WKDW KH FDQ VWD\ FORVH WR 7LW

=

:LOO WKHLU KHDUWV:- GHVLUHV EH UH|



Open Veins of Latin America/Eduardo Galeano

Rather than chronology, geography, or political sunsgssio
Eduardo Galeano has organized the various facets of Latin
American history according to the patterns of five cesntfri
exploitation. Thus he is concerned with gold and siéa and
cotton, rubber and coffee, fruit, hides and wool, petroiearm
nickel, manganese, copper, aluminum ore, nitrates, &hdge.
are the veins which he traces through the body of ifee ent
continent, up to the Rio Grande and throughout the Carjbbean
and all the way to their open ends where they emptiyanto t
coffers of wealth in the United States and Europe.

All readers interested in great historical, econatiiicah, and
social writing will find a singular analytical achieveanerdn
overwhelming narrative that makes history speak, unforgettably

Los Funerales de la Mama GrandeJn dia de estos; La siesta
del martes, La prodigiosa tarde de BaltazdGabriel Garcia
Marquez

In Los funerales de la Mama Grande, we find ourselves in

Macondo once again, among familiar characters and episodes

now dead birds fall on the town, a priest sees the rddsihes to
have found the wandering Jew and we learn that visitingvihe
of a loved one is an unpredictable risk.

Under the motto of mythological funerals, Gabriel Qdéniguez
collected seven stories and a short novel that givis titssthe

A

)

but

collection, in which the magical and telluric elenfents

henceforth would define his work, appear in all theircspir.

Life and Death in the Andes/Kim MacQuarrie

The Andes Mountains are the world's longest mountain chai
linking most of the countries in South America. Kim Mac@u
takes us on a historical journey through this unicoe,reg
bringing fresh insight and contemporary connectionshto s
fabled characters as Charles Darwin, Che Guevara, Pablo
Escobar, Butch Cassidy, Thor Heyerdahl, and others.

Collectively these stories tell us something algospitiit of

South America. What makes South America different from other
continents and what makes the cultures of the Andeeoliff

from other cultures found there? How did the capitalism
introduced by the Spaniards change South America? Why did
Shining Path leader Guzman nearly succeed in his ceaojuti
quest while Che Guevara in Bolivia was a completeifaiisg®



Réquiem por un Campesino Espafiol/ Ramon J. Sender
The novel details a dramatic episode of civil war in a small
Aragonese village. Mosén Millan is ready to offer a mass in
suffrage of the soul of a young man whom he has lovedras a
While he waits for his assistants, the priest reconstreifacts:
mainly the failure of his mediation, with which hegtiiohe
could save the young man, but which only served tr dhitivto
his executioners. The story is one of perfect scfmiety
simplicity that is no less profound and shocking.

Cuentos EscogidosA /a deriva, El hombre muerto, La
/nsolacion/Horacio Quiroga

Horacio Quiroga (1878-1937), a celebrated writer of the short
story, played a leading role in the Modernist movement that
emerged in Buenos Aires at the turn of the centurgtdriss
combine something of Guy de Maupassant and Edgar Allan Po
sharing Poe's interest in the strange and the abnornedtibuot s
straying from a realistic setting or psychologicainikxisie.

LWKRXW D GRXEW 9{5pTXLHPisemUWf XQ|FDPSHVLQR|HVS

the best works of Ramén J. Sender and a definitive bobkhebo
civil war, far from any pamphleteering.

Ghosts of Spain/Giles Tremlett

Spaniards are reputed to be amongst Europe's most forthright
people. So why have they kept silent about the tertbedrof

Civil War and the rule of General Franco? This apparemf 'pact
forgetting' inspired writer Giles Tremlett to embark jouirney
around Spain and its history. He found the ghosts of Spain
everywhere, almost always arguing. Who caused the Civil War?
Why do Basque terrorists kill? Why do Catalans hate Madrid? D
the Islamist bombers who killed 190 people in 2004 dfeam
return to Spain's Moorish past? Tremlett's curiositymedblain
some strange and colourful byroads, and brought him unexpect
insights into the Spanish character.



Choose your own!

, V WKHUH D ERRN \RX DUH G\LQDOWR WHD
Why not go off trail?

Pick up to two books that are not on the challengedhatant to
read and they will count towards your 5 book total, just nmakesu
KDYH ERUURZHG WKHP IURP WKH OLEUDL
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