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Summer Term Programme 2020
U P P E R  S I X T H  Y E A R  G R O U P

MC XV Programme 

Introduction

When lessons resume after the first Exeat on Monday 11 May, 
the Upper Sixth will join the MC XV programme, named in 
celebration of their fifteenth term at Marlborough College.

Each pupil will travel a unique path through a matrix of five 
hour study modules, each taught over two weeks.

This is a six week programme. Pupils will choose at least two 
modules per fortnight, so at least six modules in total.

The modules are grouped into three broad categories: 

CATEGORY A: 

To enhance pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the 
subject they intend to study at university (eg An Introduction 
to Special Relativity for students intending to read Physics)

CATEGORY B: 

To enhance pupils’ cross-subject university skills (eg Critical 
Thinking; Research Skills)

CATEGORY C: 

To enhance pupils’ life skills and wider academic/cultural 
interests (eg Financial Literacy; Art Appreciation)

For each of the three fortnight teaching sessions, modules have 
been timetabled into five blocks. Pupils should choose at least 
two modules from across the five blocks for each fortnight, 
with no more than one module being selected from any one of 
the five blocks. Furthermore, at least one module per fortnight 
must be aimed towards further subject specialization, so pupils 
should choose one Category A module and then one from 
either Category B or C in each fortnight. Further choices, 
should they wish, can be from any Category.

To aid in selecting modules, we have colour-coded each 
category as follows:

CATEGORY A: 

CATEGORY B: 

CATEGORY C: 

You will find the selection matrix on the following page

To reiterate, pupils should read across the five blocks for each 
fortnight and select at least two modules, each from different 
blocks. For each fortnight, the final selection should be one 
Category A (pink) module AND one Category B (blue) OR 
one Category C (green) module. Further choices, if taken, can 
be from any category.

To help in selection there is additional information on 
each module available by block here. Modules are ordered 
alphabetically.

Block 1 Modules   SELECT

Block 2 Modules   SELECT  

Block 3 Modules   SELECT

Block 4 Modules   SELECT

Block 5 Modules   SELECT
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Add. Programming Language Art as a Visual Language Cognitive Behaviour Therapy: An Introduction  Advanced Computer Aided Design Creative Writing

Atmosphere, Weather and Meteorology Conducting Skills Complex Variable Theory: An Introduction Business Finance Greek Architecture

Data Analysis Skills Economics 101 Convergence of Sequences: An Intro to Mathematical 
Analysis

Excel Skills for Modelling Physics or Engineering Management 

English at University – An Introduction Fascism Decision Mathematics: Networks and Algorithms Fusion – the Ultimate Energy Source Multi-variable Calculus

Historiography: A Brief History of History Humanity and Nature in Chinese Thought Linear Algebra: An Introduction Looking at Works of Art Philosophy 1: Intro to Political Philosophy

How to Write Well – Literacy for University Intellectual Property Law Modern Architecture in Europe and USA, 1900-1940 Medical Physics Psychology 101

Preparing for a Recital Reading Renaissance Literature Music and Society in 20th Century Britain Mental Wellbeing – a Practical Exploration. Social Sciences 101 (Sociology and Anthropology)

The Co-Evolution of Genes and Culture The Laboratory Survival Manual Population, Health & the Limits of the Environment Songwriting The Movies of Jean-Pierre Melville

Theatre Criticism The Poetry and Politics of Pablo Neruda Public Speaking Sport Biomechanics in Action Time Management for Students

Theology 1: Intro to Biblical Studies University Ways of Study: The Enlightenment to 
Post-Modernism

Statistics Option 1 The French New Wave and beyond: 60 years of French 
Cinema

Women in Sport

University Research and Academic Literacy Yoga Statistics Option 2 The Lore of the Rings: The Influences on Tolkien’s Tales

Writing at University The Process of Science Wellbeing at Uni: Fitness & Nutrition
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Beginners Greek Anarchism Complex Variable Theory: An Introduction Business Finance ArcGIS: An Introduction

Data Analysis Skills Art as a Visual Language Convergence of Sequences: An Intro to Mathematical 
Analysis

Diamond, the UK’s National Synchrotron: A Series 
of Webinars

Greek Architecture

Discovering Chamber Music Data analysis and collection using professional 
telescopes

Decision Mathematics: Networks and Algorithms Foundations of Quantum Theory History of Early Political Thought – from Plato to 
Machiavelli

Film Studies Economics 101 How to be a Journalist Looking at Works of Art Management 

Philosophical Logic Finance Matters for Young Adults Linear Algebra: An Introduction Mental Wellbeing – a Practical Exploration Multi-variable Calculus

Preparing for a Recital How to Read a Church Public Speaking Physics for non-Physicists Philosophy 2: Analytic and Continental Philosophy

Python Programming: An Introduction Impro for Beginners Script Writing: An Introduction Renaissance Polyphony Psychology 101

The Co-Evolution of Genes and Culture Linguistics for Beginners Statistics Option 1 Songwriting Relax and Recharge: from Reading to Yoga 

University Research and Academic Literacy Shakespeare in the Modern World Statistics Option 2 Sporting Podcasts Social Sciences 101 (Sociology and Anthropology)

The Laboratory Survival Manual The Process of Science The Engineering Design Process: Bridge Building The Past, the Present and the Future

Theology 2: Islam in Context The Universal Baroque The Lore of the Rings: The Influences on Tolkien’s Tales Women in Sport

War in Literature 

Wellbeing at Uni: Fitness & Nutrition
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Beginners Greek Art as a Visual Language Colour and Abstraction: A Look at Four Artists Advanced Computer Aided Design ArcGIS: An Introduction

Data Analysis Skills Book Club Complex Variable Theory: An Introduction Bottle Rocket Project Creative Writing

Discovering Chamber Music Conducting Skills Convergence of Sequences: An Intro to Mathematical 
Analysis

Business Finance German Literature and Culture 

English at University – An Introduction Economics 101 Decision Mathematics: Networks and Algorithms Coding Physics Into Video Games Greek Architecture

How to Write Well – Literacy for University Finance Matters for Young Adults Glacial Systems & Landscapes Europe’s Sporting Life Latin America’s Sporting Life: from the Pumas to  
the Playas

Participles and Petersburg: Russian Literature and 
Culture

Intellectual Property Law Linear Algebra: An Introduction Mental Wellbeing II – a Practical Exploration. Management 

Preparing for a Recital Multiculturalism Music and Society in 20th Century Britain Reading Cities: Using History and the Arts to Make 
Sense of Localities

Mary Queen of Scots: A Summary

The Co-Evolution of Genes and Culture Philosophy 3: Philosophy of Mind Public Speaking Renaissance Polyphony Multi-variable Calculus

Theology 3: Two Great Thinkers Politics for the Lay Person Statistics Option 1 Science of Baking Psychology 101

University Research and Academic Literacy The Laboratory Survival Manual Statistics Option 2 Sport Biomechanics in Action Social Sciences 101 (Sociology and Anthropology)

The Process of Science The Evolution of Football Tactics Understanding Journalism 

Understanding the Physics behind Diamond Light 
Source

Women in Sport
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BLOCK 1  MODULES

Add. Programming Language

GBS

Python is a powerful, high-level, object-oriented language 
which will run on any platform, is easy to learn and used by 
software developers all round the world. But it’s not the only 
language out there!

The course will give you the chance and some resources to 
begin learning another language or another environment. 
Resources are available for C+, Java, Vb and others, and for 
other niche areas like Unity. Class time (Zoomed) will be used 
to support your progress and help you with understanding 
anything that puzzles you, but most of all to keep you 
motivated and focused on your development as a designer, 
developer and coder of 21st century solutions!

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  A level Computer Scientists
Requirements:  A level Computer Science

Atmosphere, Weather and Meteorology

BHM

This course offers a brief look at the structure of the 
atmosphere, global energy transfers, jet streams and the main 
weather systems and local weather phenomenon affecting us in 
the United Kingdom.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Geography
Requirements:  A level Geography

Beginners Greek

CAF

Ancient Greek is the language which expressed the very first 
poetry, philosophy, history and drama in western civilization. 
This course will enable pupils to master the Greek Alphabet 
and basic principles of the language, through transliteration 
exercises followed by the conjugation of verbs, noun 
declension and translation of simple sentences.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Classics, Ancient 
History, Architecture 
Requirements:  None

Data Analysis Skills

ALA

How do we handle and make sense of the mountains of data 
available to us? How do we form and test models? In this 
module we walk through the basics of data analysis with Excel, 
learning how to import, sort and present data. Moving on to 
using formulae, graphing, transforming data and producing 
economic models. This module will be taught through a mix 
of Zoom webinars, video walk throughs and during the course 
you will carry out your own analysis of a number of data sets – 
linking the theory to the data in front of you.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Economics or 
Business-related courses
Requirements:  A level Economics/Business

Discovering Chamber Music

PTD

The medium of chamber music offers an extraordinary and 
almost inexhaustible treasure trove of musical delight. This 
practical and aural focused course, touches on some of the 
extraordinary contributions from the great masters down 
the ages. From the early Haydn String Quartets, to music 
by Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Dvorak, Bartok and 
Shostakovich, and more bizarre contributions from composers 
such as George Crumb, this course will also examine the 
subject from an interpretative perspective, with critical analysis 
and comparison between different performers and recordings. 
The course is led by Mr Dukes, an experienced performer in 
this area. 

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

RETURN
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English at University – An Introduction

JPC/RCT

The aim of this course is to offer a snapshot look at what 
sorts of concepts and texts you are likely to encounter in your 
studies of English at University. From a glance at the earliest 
examples of English literature to the application of a variety 
of key theories (such as reader-response and post-colonial 
studies) to interrogate works of literature untouched by 
the Pre-U course. A little reading will be required to best 
engage with the Zoom webinars and lectures, and at the end 
of the course pupils will produce a short written piece to 
demonstrate understanding and pose further questions.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for English, Liberal Arts, 
Humanities
Requirements:  English Pre-U

Film Studies 

RCT

This course will offer a brief introduction to some of the 
principles of film criticism – essentially, what to look for 
and what it all means – followed by the application of these 
skills in the study of a variety of auteurs i.e. authors in the 
film medium. Starting with Charlie Chaplin, through to 
Hitchcock, Tarantino and perhaps controversially Lucas, in 
webinars we will talk through the hallmarks of these artists 
and look at some of their key scenes. This will result in pupils 
presenting on their own favourite filmmaker, analysing what 
makes their art so striking.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Historiography: A Brief History of 
History

MBB

As we wait for the “hammer to fall”, will history not “care 
at all” (Queen)? This course will explore in outline the 
development and principles of the writing of history and the 
relationship between the historian and the tasks facing him/
her. We will examine critically the fundamental platform upon 
which today’s practice of academic history has been built as 
a basic preparation for further study at university. We will 
look at the most prominent practitioners and phases of the 
‘Western tradition’. The course will be delivered through a 

combination of Zoom webinars and online research. Pupils 
will be required to research and present on a key aspect to 
their peers. 

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for History
Requirements:  A level History

How to Write Well – Literacy for 
University

NOPG

This is a course for pupils who are keen to improve their 
reading and writing skills. We will look at the structuring of 
writing from the very basics to the sophisticated; exploring 
a variety of genres and styles. The focus will be on how to 
communicate clearly and effectively in the types of writing 
that you would be required to tackle at university (e.g. essays, 
presentations etc.) and in the work place (e.g. press releases, 
promotional material, blogs etc.). We will work on improving 
your professional and academic writing.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Participles and Petersburg: Russian 
Literature and Culture

NNP

St Petersburg became the capital of Russia in 1725 and 
remained so for 200 years. It features prominently in the  
writing of Pushkin, Gogol and Dostoyevsky, amongst others. 
The role of “the City”, as opposed to the usual rural backdrop in 
Russian literature, was hugely important. The Northern Capital, 
founded by Peter the Great in 1703, was, on the one hand 
majestic, western-looking and modern, and on the other, eerie, 
other-worldly and mysterious. We shall be looking at several 
short pieces of literature in translation where the “little man”  
in society is at the mercy of malevolent, urban forces. The “little 
man” was expendable, a cog in the greater apparatus of society 
and any attempt to better himself was thwarted and punished. 
This course might allow time to consider whether this trend in 
Russian literature is reflected in Russian society today.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages
Requirements:  Pre-U MFL

RETURN
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Philosophical Logic

JB

In this introductory course we will look at the fundamentals 
of philosophical logic. Logic can be described as the study 
of correct reasoning, and plays a central role in subjects like 
Mathematics, Philosophy and Computer Science. The course 
is suitable for scientists and philosophers with an appetite for 
abstract thinking.

We will start by familiarising ourselves with some of the basic 
terminology and notation, before looking in more depth at 
some examples of logical languages and their building blocks. 
This course will offer pupils the opportunity to challenge their 
abstract reasoning by providing a range of logical exercises. 

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Preparing for a Recital 

CT

Some of you will either work towards musical Diplomas or 
University Performance modules in the future. This is a course 
where you can focus on programme structure, programme 
notes, biography and finally begin to rehearse and mould an 
actual programme for use in the future. I will aim to create 
backing tracks for you to use in your practice at home as well 
as, hopefully, performing in one of the two evening recitals 
later this term, which will be displayed on the Marlborough 
College website.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Diploma or University level Musicians
Requirements:  Grade 8 or above

Python Programming: An Introduction

GBS

Python is a free, open-source programming language that was 
first released in 1991 – named after Monty Python’s Flying 
Circus. It is a powerful, high-level, object-oriented language 
which will run on any platform, is easy to learn and used by 
software developers all round the world.

It can be used for dozens of different applications from Web 
programming and networking to databases, scientific and 
numerical applications and games development.

Your course will introduce you to the basics of all programming 
using a procedural paradigm, through video and other web 
resources. Class time (via Zoom will be used to support your 

progress and help you with understanding anything that puzzles 
you; to guide you to further resources to continue your journey 
to Yoda-like mastery; and to amplify the sheer breadth of tools, 
techniques and opportunity ‘out there’!

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Reasonable Maths

The Co-Evolution of Genes and Culture

TAB

Description: Babies can easily digest milk, the food especially 
provided for them by their mothers. Later in life, most of us lose 
this ability because we stop producing lactase, the enzyme that 
helps us digest the sugar in milk. But about one-third of adults 
worldwide continue to produce the enzyme, a phenomenon 
known as lactase persistence. This course explores the genetics 
behind lactase persistence and discusses research that traces 
the origin of this trait to less than 10,000 years ago. The origin 
of lactase persistence coincides with a cultural shift in human 
populations who began to use the milk of other mammals as 
food. Combining genetics, chemistry, and anthropology, this 
course provides a compelling example of the co-evolution of 
human gene regulation and human culture.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Biology-related courses
Requirements:  A level Biology

Theatre Criticism

JD

For those who have ever wondered what it takes to become 
a theatre critic. This course will look at two contrasting 
pieces of contemporary theatre. You will analyse and evaluate 
creative choices presented by the actors/production team and 
speculate on the intended audience impact. This will involve 
watching the two performances by means of the National 
Theatre Online programme followed by webinar discussion 
of personal impressions in comparison to published critical 
reviews. You will complete by using your acquired knowledge 
to write your own review and open the wider question: what is 
the point of theatre in modern society?

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Drama, English, 
Liberal Arts, Media
Requirements:  None

RETURN
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Theology 1: Intro to Biblical Studies

GRP

The Nicene Creed tells us that Christians believe that Jesus 
suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father;

Starting from the Biblical accounts of the resurrection, this 
course will investigate the following questions: How did 
Christians come to believe this? What did the eye witnesses 
think? What sources are available to us to help shed light on 
those hugely significant days and weeks? And can they be 
trusted?

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy

Theology 3: Two Great Thinkers

JB

Augustine and Aquinas are the two thinkers who have shaped 
Christian theology for centuries, and are continuing to do so – 
at least according to some. In this short course, firstly, we will 
look at the historical and theological context in which these 
two great thinkers worked. Subsequently, we will assess which 
elements of their thought – if any! – are still relevant for 
Christian thought and ethics today, particularly focusing on 
the issues of gender equality and same-sex marriage. At the end 
of this introductory course, pupils will be able to distinguish 
cultural, historical and theological arguments in religious 
controversies. They will be asked to apply this skill in a debate 
on a topic that the group will choose.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy

University Research and Academic Literacy

JEB

Mr Burton will take you on a whistle-stop tour of university 
library services, and introduce you to the wealth of resources, 
which will be available to you from the first day of your 
undergraduate course. We will look at knowledge acquisition 
and discovery portals (university library super-search engines), 
and discuss how to get the best out of the vast array of resources 
and pupil support services that are available through a 
university’s library service. We will also discuss how best to use 
these resources effectively and discuss, in brief, how research 
will be utilised, and the different forms of research output.

The course will include a number of lectures delivered by  
Mr Burton, and culminate in each pupil undertaking a 
miniature literature review.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Writing at University

SAS

University will without doubt challenge your academic 
skills and as an undergraduate, you will need to demonstrate 
independent thinking and learning as well as excellent 
organisational skills. It is important therefore that you get 
organised from day one.

This short course will get you on the right track in terms of 
your academic writing whether it is for essays or dissertations. 
The course will cover time management, research skills, 
academic writing, plagiarism & citations.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

RETURN
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BLOCK 2  MODULES

Anarchism

WJM

This short course will provide a basic introduction to 
condensed the nature of Anarchy, a political theory which 
advocates a society based on voluntary cooperation and free 
association of individuals and groups – that is to say, one 
in which there is no state, government or law. In the two 
weeks, we will examine the thoughts of famous anarchists 
such a Bakunin and Proudhon, and also make links to 
other ideologies you have looked at, particularly liberalism 
(remember Lord Acton’s “power corrupts” quote) and 
socialism.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Humanities-based 
degrees
Requirements:  None

Art as a Visual Language

EFJT/JHP

‘A simple line painted with the brush can lead to freedom and 
happiness.’ Joan Miro.

Just as spoken language is based on letters, sounds and 
grammar, visual art is based on elements and principles that, 
when used together, create works that communicate ideas and 
meaning to the viewer. We can refer to them as the building 
blocks of composition in visual art. This course will examine in 
some detail a range of works of art and invite you to respond 
to these works, tracing the artist’s motivation to create such 
work as well as how effective was the work when created and 
is it relevant today? The course will be delivered through a 
combination of email, video links, Zoom webinars and online 
research resulting in an appraisal and evaluation, no longer 
than two A4 sides of two contrasting works of art.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Art degree or similar
Requirements:  A level Art/Photography

Book Club

ICMM

This course aims to provide you with the chance to widen 
your knowledge of new and exciting prose written in English 
from around the world. The one factor that they all share is 
their writer’s decision to use English to communicate. We will 
look at short stories by Viet Thanh Nguyen in The Refugees; 
the New York epic A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara; novels 
influenced about the Kashmiri conflict by Madhuri Vijay and 
Arundhati Roy; Elif Shafak’s haunting 10 Minutes 38 Seconds 
in this Strange World; and the modern fable Pachenko by 
Min Jin Lee. You will be required to read as much of each text 
as you can before each session and we will then discuss the 
position of each novel in the ever-evolving canon of English 
Literature.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Conducting Skills

AJA

This course is designed for those who would like to explore the 
mysterious art of conducting. It will cover baton technique, 
beat patterns, passive beating, gestural confidence, score 
reading, interpretation, building rapport and problem solving. 
It is essential that those wishing to participate have a high level 
of skill on a musical instrument (including voice) and read 
conventional notation to an equally high level.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Some musical knowledge

RETURN
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Data analysis and collection using 
professional telescopes

CEB

This course studies how astronomers observe light from 
distant celestial objects to formulate astrophysical theories, 
through gathering data and subsequent analysis. With input 
from a current PhD student at the University of Cardiff, 
the course’s own observations will be made through large 
professional remote operated telescopes in both Northern and 
Southern hemisphere sites.

Two subject areas will be explored using ‘real’ data:

•  Comets (in our Solar System, there is one currently  
visible in small telescopes)

•  Exoplanets (planets around other stars)

Structure of the course:

Session 1 – Introduction to astronomical observation 
(techniques employed by astronomers and current areas of 
research)

Session 2 – Observing Comets (what they are, where they are, 
what is observed and how. Set up an observation of a comet)

Session 3 – Comet Data Analysis (how to extract useful 
information from real cometary data, synthesise and analyse it)

Session 4 – Observing Exoplanets & Data Analysis (what they 
are, observational techniques, construction of light curves 
from real data sets and analysis)

Session 5 – Conclusions (time to finish any areas that need 
more work, summarise techniques and analysis, consider 
future areas of research)

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Scientists interested in Astrophysics
Requirements:  A level Science/Maths

Economics 101

DIA

What can you expect during the first few months of a 
university Economics course? What are the key issues you 
will explore and what skills will you require? We will look at 
several key themes in both micro and macroeconomics. These 
will be developed over the course of each session. The big 
topic of the day is a health scare induced global recession and 
we will consider how economists might help to understand 
the solutions to it. The microeconomic element will consider 
impacts on specific markets within the UK, whereas the 
macro will consider different international responses, the 

impact on trade, growth, inflation, employment, inequality 
and environmental sustainability. The central role of policy 
creation at the micro and macro level will be ultimate aim of 
this course.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Studying Economics as a single or  
joint degree
Requirements:  A level Economics

Fascism

MAG

In this short course we will be looking at why Fascism 
flourished between the first and second world wars. We will be 
exploring its definition as a synthesis of right-wing nationalism 
and radical conservatism and why it opposes pluralist and 
popular forms of democracy rejecting them in favour of 
totalitarian rule. We will discuss the core values of Fascism – 
Irrationality, mythology, struggle, war, leadership, organicism, 
nationalism, and racism. We will also look at how fascism has 
influenced Islamic fundamentalism in the modern world.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Humanities-based 
degrees
Requirements:  None

Finance Matters for Young Adults

MC

What lessons can be learnt from the world’s greatest investors? 
Is a student loan a good idea? Are pensions just for old people? 
What is an ISA and how many different types are there?  
I’d like to purchase a car, is a PCP a good idea?

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

RETURN
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How to Read a Church

MAG

Most pupils dread going to chapel or church and never stop 
to think that they are entering a building layered with history 
and hidden symbols. This short course will help pupils see 
churches with fresh eyes and not as dark and dreary buildings 
or as dusty old museums but as places of wonder, with 
beautiful architecture and interiors full of interesting features 
and that have inspired and moved people down the centuries. 

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Humanity and Nature in Chinese Thought

QL

The Classical Chinese philosophers were all naturalists. 
They talked about ethical guidance using a path metaphor 
– a natural dào. This module provides an introduction to 
traditional Chinese ethical thought and focuses on the 
pervasive contrast in the way Chinese and Westerners think 
about ethical guidance or guidance concerning what is right 
and what is wrong, good or bad.

You’ll learn to describe various conceptions of the relation 
between humanity and nature presented in classical Chinese 
philosophical thought and examine these conceptions and 
identify their strengths and weaknesses.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages
Requirements:  None

Impro for Beginners

AJA

A short course which aims to open the door on a seemingly 
inaccessible art – improvisation. If you can play one note, you 
can improvise. We will look at basic note and scale patterns, 
how to construct a solo as well as some free form ideas and 
playing tunes by ear. All the great composers were and are great 
improvisers regardless of genre from Hip-hop to Renaissance 
instrumentalists; it’s not an essential tool but it does open a 
wider world.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Musicians of any standard
Requirements:  Play an instrument

Intellectual Property Law

DCW

•  Understand how ideas make money.

•  Experience a range of ways you can protect and promote 
your ideas.

•  Delve into the commercial world of Music, Film, TV,  
and Streaming.

•  Learn how content creators promote and monetise  
their content.

•  Why can’t you Instagram your lunch in Germany?

•  Why did Joe Lycett change his name to Hugo Boss?

Enter the world of Intellectual Property Law – the engine 
that drives the creative industries around the world. What is 
Copyright? Do I really have to post my novel to myself ? Why 
will the person who creates the COVID-19 vaccine become a 
billionaire? This course offers a practical introduction to IP Law, 
with a focus on real world applications. It will look at the origins 
of Copyright, Design and Patent, and Trademarks, and how the 
law is keeping up with technology in the 21st Century.

DCW spent ten years working for record labels (Warner 
Music/Boosey & Hawkes/PIAS), Film Studios (Universal), 
TV producers (Cineflix) and practicing IP Law in the City 
(Olswang).

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Linguistics for Beginners

TAK

Scone or scone – who is right? Why is a big white metal dish 
right and a metal white big dish wrong? What is the plural of 
a wug? Do emojis count as a ‘proper’ language? What makes 
a language hard to learn? Because we don’t have a word for 
Schadenfreude, does that mean we experience it less than 
German-speakers?

Discover the answers to these and many other questions 
revolving around the academic study of language. You’ll be 
invited to think a bit harder about all those things you take for 
granted when you speak and write – how we generate sounds, 
how we communicate meaning, why we bother conjugating 
verbs… You’ll investigate phonetics, and have a go at deciphering 
languages from all over the world that you’ve never seen before.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages
Requirements:  None
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Multiculturalism

MAG

In this short course we will be looking at defining the core 
ideas of multiculturalism and exploring why it has become one 
of the dominant political themes of the 21st-century. We will 
explore how it has become more relevant with increased levels 
of migration and cultural diversity experienced in modern 
societies. We will also discuss why in recent years it has come 
under increasing attack and why many now believe that the 
concept is flawed and has failed. In order to make sense of this 
we will be looking at how human nature, the state as well as 
society are interpreted by multiculturalists and what tensions 
this creates.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Humanities-based 
degrees
Requirements:  None

Philosophy 3: Philosophy of Mind

AGO

A mind is something to which we are all intimately related, 
something with which we have almost constant interaction. 
There remain, nonetheless, a plethora of questions that are yet 
to be settled on the subject of the mind. For instance, is the 
mind a physical or non-physical entity? If it is the former, is 
the mind identical to the brain? If it is the latter, what is the 
mind’s relationship with its physical manifestations? With 
reference to published Philosophical texts, we will be aiming 
to discern the nature and identity of the mind via independent 
research and discussion.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy Pre-U

Politics for the Lay Person

WJM

An introductory course for those interested in learning more 
about politics before they ‘enter the real world’. At the end of 
the fortnight you should have a good understanding of our 
political system (what is Parliament, government, Cabinet, 
what the Chancellor or the Whip does, the difference between 
MPs and Lords, what the Speaker does, and how Nicola 
Sturgeon has so much influence but isn’t even an MP?).  
We will also cover a history of British Politics since the Second 
World War, focusing on the impact of four Prime Ministers: 

Clement Attlee, Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair and David 
Cameron. Finally, looking at what the Conservative, Labour 
and Liberal Democratic Parties stand for now so you have 
a better understanding of what you might do in the next 
election.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Anyone

Reading Renaissance Literature

FSM

This course is likely to be of interest to pupils of humanities, 
particularly those oriented towards English, Modern 
Languages, or History of Art at university. The course seeks 
to explore the range and diversity of literature generated in 
the cultural era of the Renaissance, a period perhaps more 
commonly associated with advances in art and architecture. 
But these developments took place in large measure as the 
result of the exchange of ideas in books and manuscripts. Our 
mission shall be to look at the foundations of the Renaissance 
in the written word, before venturing into the literatures of 
several countries and languages to sample the range and variety 
of subjects broached in this exciting period of new ideas, 
trans-global connections, and political and religious instability 
– not to mention the whole territory of gender, love, and 
conflict. We shall approach these themes, and others, through 
a changing scale of text, from epigrams to epics. The literary 
cultures we shall call on include England, France, Italy, the 
Netherlands, and Portugal, and another place, less well known 
today – the Republic of Letters. 

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Humanities subjects
Requirements:  None
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Shakespeare in the Modern World

ICMM

How many Shakespearean plays have you seen? How many 
have you read? This course is the perfect opportunity to 
broaden your knowledge of Shakespeare by exploring 
Shakespeare in his own time and how some of his seminal 
works have been appropriated by subsequent audiences. 
We will explore: wonders, monsters and masters in The 
Tempest and Othello; death, memory and revenge in Hamlet; 
patriotism and war in Henry V; transactions in The Merchant 
of Venice; and sex, slander and silence in Measure for Measure. 
You will have the chance to read and/or watch the play before 
each session and we will then explore the significance of each 
play to modern society across the globe.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for English
Requirements:  Pre-U English

Theology 2: Islam in Context

VRB

What is the truth behind the Islam of the modern media? 
This course will explore the roots of this fascinating religion 
in the context of its modern branches, flowerings and 
thorny issues. Through Zoom lectures, personal research 
and reading, pupils will have the opportunity to gain a real 
insight into the religion of Islam. This builds on the basic 
knowledge gained at GCSE and will enable pupils to interact 
more knowledgeably with the faith that continues to shape 
modern society.

Block:  1
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy

The Laboratory Survival Manual

GAD/LJR

Marlburians heading to read the sciences, medicine and 
related disciplines are in for a shock! Those super-lessons are 
going to seem like a walk in the park in comparison to the 
4-5 hour long lab sessions you’ll be expected to undertake 
between 2 and 3 times a week at Uni. Yet isn’t the lab and 
experimental work at Uni meant to be the fun part?

This aptly named programme aims to further develop the 
theoretical, experimental and laboratory skills that you have 
been acquiring since IGCSE, and throughout your A levels. 

The goal – to better equip you for that significant step up 
in demand and expectations as you begin undergraduate lab 
work and experimentation for the first time. 

By drawing upon a broad range of exercises, examples and 
situations drawn from the three A level sciences we aim to 
help ease the transition from school to University. 

•  Gain a deeper appreciation of the skills required

•  Acquire the confidence to give you that head start

•  Experience new challenges and learn some of the tips and 
tricks to help you avoid the traps that await you

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for the Sciences and 
Medicine
Requirements:  A level Science

The Poetry and Politics of Pablo Neruda

AHDT

Pablo Neruda (1904 – 1973) was a titan of 20th century 
literature. Poet, diplomat, politician, Nobel and Lenin Prize 
winner, his work ranges from youthful love poems to verses 
that evoke and comment on seminal events and periods of 
the past century: the Spanish Civil War; Stalin’s leadership of 
the USSR; and the struggles and successes of South American 
populism. Through study of Neruda’s poems, speeches and 
lectures (in translation) as well as films about his life, the 
course will explore the man himself and the turbulent politics 
of mid-century Latin America. Pupils will be required to 
research and deliver a presentation on one of Neruda’s poems 
from a literary or political standpoint, or both.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages, English, 
Politics etc
Requirements:  None
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University Ways of Study:  
The Enlightenment to Post-Modernism

SCC

So, ever wondered how Voltaire was responsible for the birth 
of The Sex Pistols? Ever realised that Heidegger was partly to 
blame for the appalling reception of Star Wars I, The Phantom 
Menace? Did you know that Morris House is intrinsically 
linked to track 2 on side 2 of Queen’s iconic second album, 
Queen II? No, well, maybe now is your chance to find out.  
We will take a rapid tour through Art, Literature, Science, 
Music, Architecture, Politics and Philosophy over the last 300 
years or so, and all to see that all roads would, inevitably, lead 
to Freddie Mercury!

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Humanities – those after the big picture
Requirements:  None

Yoga

ICMM

This course will provide a beginner’s introduction to yoga 
spiritual philosophy, Sanskrit and physical practice as we 
explore pranayama (breath control) and the physical 
alignment of key asanas (postures) through the traditional 
Ashtanga primary series. Yoga developed from the desire for 
greater personal freedom, health and a heightened sense of 
self-understanding. It works on all aspects of life: the  
physical, mental, emotional, psychological and spiritual.  
The word yoga means ‘unity’ or ‘oneness’ and is derived from 
the Sanskrit word ‘yuj’, which means ‘to join’ or ‘union’.  
No prior knowledge or experience is required, but this course 
should leave you equipped to access the multitude of different 
styles of yoga with increased understanding of your body and 
mind.

Block:  2
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Anyone flexible
Requirements:  Flexibility
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BLOCK 3  MODULES

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy:  
An Introduction

CEP

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT) is a commonly offered 
treatment for anxiety and depression in the UK and USA. 
Its effectiveness has been thoroughly researched and it is 
recommended by the NHS. This course will explore the 
history and principles of CBT as a talking therapy to treat 
common mental health problems. Through an exploration 
of the work of psychologists Aaron Beck and Albert Ellis, 
this course will provide a basic introduction to the theory 
and practice of CBT. The course will be delivered through a 
combination of Zoom webinars and online research. Pupils 
will be required to carry out independent research and 
prepare a short presentation for their peers on an aspect of 
CBT.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Colour and Abstraction: A Look at  
Four Artists

RS

Matisse, Rothko, Diebenkorn and Hodgkin: four artists who 
used colour in a non-representational way. How have these 
artists used colour differently and what were their influences? 
A study of Matisse’s work in the 1920s and 1930s is a logical 
development of your knowledge of Fauvism. Working in 
post-war New York, Rothko used colour to respond to the 
world around him and express his feelings. In California, 
Diebenkorn, influenced by Matisse amongst others, 
abstracted the landscape, while in Britain, Hodgkin used 
great swathes of paint to convey his memories.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Art or Art History
Requirements:  Pre-U History of Art or A level Fine Art

Complex Variable Theory: An Introduction

SDF

Calculus in the complex plane is a fascinating landscape 
that holds many secrets to understanding the structure of 
mathematics, first unlocked in 1859 with Bernhard Riemann’s 
Zeta Function. Since the advent of quantum mechanics in 
the early 20th century, it has played an important part in all 
of the physical sciences and no modern scientist, engineer 
or mathematician can do without it. This course is a brief 
introduction to complex variable theory, taking in such sights 
as the Cauchy-Riemann conditions, Laurent series and the 
ability to calculate a range of otherwise impossible integrals 
through contour integration and the residue theorem.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Physics, Engineering, 
Maths, Chemistry
Requirements:  A level Further Maths

Convergence of Sequences: An Intro to 
Mathematical Analysis

OPE

At the turn of the 20th century, there was an attempt by 
academics to put some areas of pure mathematics on a more 
rigorous footing, thus giving rise to Mathematical Analysis. 
This course looks in particular at the formal definition of a 
limit, which comes in the guise of a thought-experiment; an 
imaginary duel with a tiny adversary known as Epsilon. We 
will see how this can be extended to the algebra of limits. 
Then we will investigate tests to determine whether sequences 
converge, including the comparison test and the ratio test, 
before using the latter to explore power series and the idea of a 
radius of convergence.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Maths or Science
Requirements:  Pupils must be studying A level maths
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Decision Mathematics: Networks and 
Algorithms

NLA

This course will cover an introduction to graph and network 
theory. Every day we are surrounded by countless connections 
and networks: road and rail tracks, phone lines, the internet, 
electronic circuits and even molecular bonds. All these systems 
can be represented as a system of points (vertices) connected 
by lines (edges) to make a graph. Graph theory is the study 
of these graphs and their properties. The mathematical 
structures of graph theory are widely applied in computer 
science, mathematics and engineering to model relationships. 
During the course we will cover Prim’s, Kruskal’s and Dijsktra’s 
algorithm which find the shortest path between two points in 
a network. We will also cover two route inspection problems; 
Chinese Postman and Travelling Salesman problem. These 
algorithms search for optimal routes around networks with 
different objectives. All of these algorithms look at how we can 
model real life problems as networks.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Pupils destined for Maths, Computer 
Science, Engineering, Physics, Chemistry
Requirements:  None

Glacial Systems & Landscapes

RGDR

This course focuses on glaciated landscapes. These are dynamic 
environments in which landscapes continue to develop 
through contemporary processes but which mainly reflect 
former climatic conditions associated with the Pleistocene era.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Geography
Requirements:  A level Geography

How to be a Journalist

NOPG/HLRT

This will be an introduction to the skills and requirements 
of being a journalist. We will look at a variety of genres of 
journalism and explore what goes into making a television news 
broadcast as well as how to edit a newspaper. The expectation 
is that pupils will produce their own journalism in different 
forms, including blogs and radio broadcasts. We hope to have 
contributions from working journalists through webinars 
and interviews who can explain the processes of journalism as 
well as offering career advice. The course will be taught by two 
former journalists who morphed into English teachers.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Linear Algebra: An Introduction

MM

Linear algebra is a sub-field of mathematics concerned with 
vectors, matrices and linear transforms. It uses many abstract 
concepts that a number of fields use for practical applications 
including balancing chemical equations and linear regression 
in econometrics. Linear algebra is also a key foundation 
to the field of machine learning, one of the most exciting 
applications of AI in modern times, providing systems the 
ability to learn and improve from experience without being 
explicitly programmed. This course includes some challenging 
but satisfying mathematics and will provide an introduction to 
some of the most important techniques and abstract concepts 
in the sub-field. Pupils will learn about vectors in more than 
three dimensions, algebra with matrices, methods to solve 
systems of equations and the abstract notion of a vector space.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Maths, Engineering, 
Physics, Chemistry, Economics, Computer Science
Requirements:  A level Maths. Further Maths useful

Modern Architecture in Europe and  
USA, 1900-1940

RS

What is modern architecture? Why did modern architecture 
evolve? Starting in Europe in 1904, this course will focus on 
five architects (Wagner, Behrens, Loos, Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Le Corbusier) and explore their radical rethinking of both 
domestic living spaces and civic buildings. Cubism, Futurism 
and German Expressionism were all influential on these 
architects, so the course will build on your understanding of 
these movements, and enable you to broaden your knowledge 
of this period. The course will also consider how they were 
influenced by the cultural, economic, social and political world 
around them. A detailed look at Frank Lloyd Wright’s work 
in America will explore the significant influence of European 
architects, as well as industrial innovations at the time.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Pupils destined for Art History, 
Architecture, Art, History, DT
Requirements:  Pre-U Art History or A level Fine Art
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Music and Society in 20th Century Britain

RN

The 20th Century saw an almost unprecedented degree 
of social, cultural and political change and development. 
The subversion of Victorian ideals, impact of two World 
Wars and a rapidly changing social and political landscape 
all contributed to an incredibly varied musical output. 
This course offers both a broad overview of music and an 
interdisciplinary socio-cultural-historical study of a 20th 
century Britain which emerged from such a diverse and 
turbulent period of history. Topics covered will include 
(although individual interests will guide):

•  Music, poetry and art

•  Music and War in Britain

•  British Folk Rock and Culture

•  British Music and Politics

•  The modern Musical and society

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Population, Health & The Limits of the 
Environment

JAH

This course has designed to explore the relationships 
between key aspects of physical geography and population 
numbers, population health and well-being, levels of 
economic development and the role and impact of the 
natural environment. Engaging with these themes at different 
scales fosters opportunities for pupils to contemplate the 
reciprocating relationships between the physical environment 
and human populations and the relationships between people 
in their local, national and international communities.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Geography
Requirements:  A level Geography

Public Speaking

MCS

In the age of Covid-19, the ability to speak convincingly to 
your virtual audience – no matter the circumstance – has 
never been more important. The Zoomer needs many of the 
same skills as the traditional speaker on stage. As much as we 
all have visions of ourselves standing confidently in front of 

an audience, dazzling all with spontaneous eloquence and wit, 
the likelihood is that you will be delivering a written speech. 
The ability to share what you are reading with an audience 
is critical and there are skills you need to make yourself 
into a confident performance reader. Start developing these 
performance reading skills now in a virtual setting, and once 
we emerge from isolation, you will find that the skills you 
have learnt are as useful in the real world as they are in the 
cybersphere.

The lessons will be taught through Microsoft Teams webinars. 
Assessment will take the form of delivering a prepared reading 
to your peers.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Script Writing: An Introduction

DK

Have you ever wanted to write a script but don’t know where 
to start? Are you interested in creative writing for live or 
recorded performance? This introduction to scripts will 
look at the fundamentals of creating scripts for performance 
and will explore stimulus, dramaturgical research, character 
development, dialogue, structure and editing. The course will 
look at a series of different stimuli to inspire creativity and 
pupils will have the opportunity to write and share their work 
with others to gain feedback. 

Recommended for: those intending to study English, Drama, 
Film Studies, Media Studies, Liberal Arts.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Drama, English, 
Liberal Arts, Media Studies
Requirements:  None
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Statistics Option 1

CSS

The Statistics content in the Mathematics A level barely hints 
at the depth of this relatively young discipline. One need only 
switch on the government’s daily press conference to see the 
profound and direct effect data considerations have on our 
daily lives; information collected is subjected to mathematical 
modelling, predictions are made, and unprecedented decisions 
are taken. Of all the areas of mathematics you have studied in 
the Sixth Form, it is an understanding of Statistics that you 
will likely find most useful during your career. This course 
will introduce you to some of the fundamental ideas that 
were omitted from the A level syllabus and help enrich your 
understanding of the importance of Statistics.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Pupils destined for Economics, 
Medicine, Biology, Politics, Psychology
Requirements:  A level Maths (or MiC). No Further 
Mathematicians

Statistics Option 2

DLL

If you haven’t been studying Maths in the Sixth Form, you 
may remember ideas about Statistics from your Mathematics 
IGCSE; cumulative frequency curves, histograms, 
probability. It turns out that these ideas scratch the surface 
of a mathematical discipline that has a profound influence 
on decisions made by organisations around the world. 
Whichever jobs you find yourself in during your career, it 
is likely that your performance will be enhanced by a basic 
understanding of some of the ideas behind data processing. 
This course will introduce some fundamental statistical 
principles for pupils who have not been studying mathematics 
during the Sixth Form.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Pupils must not have been studying Maths  
A level

The Process of Science

SJD

Compare and contrast questions that can be analysed using 
the methods of science and those that are outside the scope 
of science. Develop testable scientific questions. Use data 
to propose hypotheses, make predictions, and justify claims 
with evidence. Identify, evaluate, and predict the scientific 

questions that drove research, based on data or figures from 
the scientific literature.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Science-related courses
Requirements:  A level Science

The Universal Baroque

FSM

Many of you have studied in considerable depth Baroque art 
in the culture of Counter-Reformation Rome and during the 
Dutch Golden Age. But what else was happening in art at this 
time? What form did “Baroque” take in other artistic centres? 

This course seeks to widen your view of Baroque by looking 
at its manifestations in places away from Rome and the 
Dutch Republic. Accordingly, we shall look at the rich 
Baroque heritage of Flanders, otherwise known as the Spanish 
Netherlands (effectively, modern-day Belgium). The leading 
names in art for this place include Rubens and Van Dyck. 
We shall also look at other regions of Italy. We know about 
Bologna from our study of Carracci – but what was his legacy 
in the city? (Answer: considerable). We should also be aware 
of Baroque in its distinctive forms in Naples, Genoa, and 
Lecce. And then what about France? We know that France was 
poised to dominate the visual arts of the 1700s, but what led 
up to this? And how is this connected to Roman Baroque? To 
answer this, we shall look at some important figures like Vouet, 
La Tour, and Claude, and also at French architecture, such as 
the unparalleled Versailles. Finally, what about Baroque as a 
force in the outlying countries? What about English Baroque? 
Or Swedish? What about Latin American? Our tour will take 
us to far-flung parts, even as we are obliged to stay in one place. 
Do sign up for the trip.

Block:  3
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Pupils destined for History of Art
Requirements:  Pre-U Art History
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BLOCK 4  MODULES

Advanced Computer Aided Design 

DJM

We will be looking into creating 3D Geometry that can be 
used to articulate ideas, test hypothesis and manufacture 
prototypes. Advanced Computer Aided Design will look 
at the language, problem solving skills and advanced tools 
required to create a range of complex, multi-part objects for a 
variety of applications.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Design, Architecture, 
Engineering
Requirements:  Experience with CAD

Bottle Rocket Project

EJT

For my seventh birthday, my uncle gave me a kit that 
converted a 2 litre plastic bottle (plus bike pump) into a water 
rocket that launched high into the air. The package claimed 
“200 metres”, but, on reflection, I suspect that was a lie. 

In this module, you will learn how to use motion-tracking 
software to analyse the motion of a water rocket (via video 
footage filmed on an iPhone). We will then build a spreadsheet 
model, which will take into account the varying mass and 
thrust of the rocket, to produce a theoretical mathematical 
model of the rocket. Using new experimental methods 
supported by technical theory learned in A level Physics, we 
will look back on a fun childhood toy from a fresh perspective. 

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Physics, Engineering
Requirements:  A level Physics

Business Finance

PNK

This course is complementary to the Business Management 
course. It looks at the financial aspects of managing a business. 
Understanding financial documents is crucial for any business 
and we will look at income statements, balance sheets, and 
cash flow statements. In addition to financial accounting 
we will explore the creation and function of management 
accounting tools such as budgeting and variance analysis. 

The course will then move on to consider the operational 
elements of managing a business. This is essentially the study 
of efficiency within a business, the way it delivers its services or 
produces its key products. JIT and supply chain management 
are all considered.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Business-related courses
Requirements:  A level Business

Coding Physics Into Video Games

DGR

This course provides a fun opportunity to learn a little bit 
about game development in Python incorporating elements 
of real-world Physics. Although the course will look at 
some advanced concepts (such as OOP), the course will be 
accessible to people with an understanding of basic coding 
concepts, such as IF statements, FOR and WHILE loops, and 
lists – A level Computer Science will not be needed to follow 
this course.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Diamond, the UK’s National Synchrotron: 
A Series of Webinars

JEL

1st webinar – viruses and the work Diamond is doing to help 
combat the current COVID-19 pandemic.

2nd webinar – How the Diamond Particle Accelerator Works.

Further webinar titles to be confirmed.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone with an interest in Science
Requirements:  None
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Europe’s Sporting Life

TCML

Sport has become a mirror of our society, in which nations, 
men and women and social classes see themselves. This 
metaphorical mirror is a source of exhilaration and depression, 
security and insecurity, pride and humiliation, association and 
disassociation. As sport has progressively replaced religion 
in its power to excite passion, provide emotional escape 
and offer fraternal bonding, it has come to loom larger and 
larger in the lives of Europeans and others. From ancient 
history to modern society, world leaders have used sport to 
influence men and women. In the Roman Empire, the poet 
Juvenal said that to rule and to govern, people had to be given 
“panem et circenses” (bread and games). Thus, people could 
feed and entertain themselves. At the time this was to create 
social peace, putting the people out of the political game, and 
avoiding conflicts, revolts and uprisings.

This course will cover the influence of sport in our modern 
society in Europe. We will study how and why politics and 
sports are used as a means to influence diplomatic, social and 
political relations.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Excel Skills for Modelling Physics or 
Engineering

BRA

Physical situations – like sky-divers falling or moons and 
planets orbiting their stars, are usually too complex to describe 
or solve with just a few equations: however, we can model 
them very well by repeated calculations with basic (A level) 
Physics principles. A spreadsheet can be the perfect tool for 
this, and it has lots of graph power to show us the results. This 
course will teach you how to model physical situations using 
the brute power of the spreadsheet. Each model we construct 
can be developed further, to the limits of your own interest, 
and the logical reasoning involved can be transferred to further 
work using Matlab or other coding systems – which you will 
almost certainly encounter at university. Cutting edge Physics 
relies heavily on this type of computing. Don’t worry if you 
have never used Excel before – full training provided.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Science, Engineering
Requirements:  A level Physics, a computer with MS Excel

Foundations of Quantum Theory

DGR

Quantum Theory was not developed over night – it was the 
result of several decades of research involving hundreds of the 
greatest minds of the 20th century.

In this course we will look at its foundations – from the study 
of the properties of light to the notion of wave/particle duality 
and the Heisenberg uncertainty relationship.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Physics
Requirements:  A level Physics

Fusion – the Ultimate Energy Source

JEL

A talk from UKAEA (United Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority) via Zoom.

Topics after this introductory session will include:

•  What is fusion?

•  Why fusion is needed

•  Exploring magnetic confinement using ferrofluids

•  Heating a fusion device

•  Remote handling – MASCOT

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Physics, Engineering
Requirements:  A level Physics

RETURN



www.marlboroughcollege.org

Looking at Works of Art

JJD/RTLB

‘Art is made to be seen. And yet we semi-look, we skim. 
Indeed, it requires an effort to look in a serious, focused 
manner.’ Matthew Collings, (Artist, writer and critic).

No single interpretation of art is ever “right,” not even the 
artist’s own. He or she can tell us the intent of the work, but 
the actual meaning and significance of the art, what the artist 
achieved, is a very different matter. This course looks at select 
examples of works of art and affords you the opportunity 
to research the appreciations of others, but then put them 
aside and help form and create your own judgements. The 
course will be delivered through a combination of email, 
video links, zoom webinars and online research resulting in an 
appraisal and evaluation, no longer than two A4 sides of two 
contrasting works of art.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Paintings, Ceramics, 
Sculpture
Requirements:  A level Art

Medical Physics

CJW

A brief introduction to the world of Medical Physics. Pupils 
will learn how X-rays are produced and used to make images, 
how PET scans work, what an MRI actually is, how medical 
tracers are used in conjunction with a gamma camera to image 
the body, and how ultrasound imaging is done. All with a 
heavy Maths and Physics slant.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Physics, Engineering, 
General Interest
Requirements:  A level Physics

Mental Wellbeing – a Practical Exploration

CAW/RLJ

Based on the work of internationally renowned yoga 
instructors, Donna Farhi and Lisa Peterson, this programme 
presents an introduction to re-establishing proper breathing 
techniques, with the aim of improving your physical and 
mental health. Whether you need an energy boost, or are 
seeking a safe, hassle-free way to cope with everyday stress, 
guided practices are explained and explored, allowing you the 
opportunity to investigate the mechanics of breathing, to try 
out different breath inquiries, look at the benefits of somatics 

(a way of teaching the muscles to relax) and learn how to 
relax fully in restorative poses (such as self-care savasana). 
The course will be delivered through a combination of 
Zoom webinars, guided reading and follow on guided breath 
inquiries. Pupils will be required to keep a daily breath diary.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Mental Wellbeing II – a Practical 
Exploration

CAW

Following on from Mental wellbeing, this programme builds 
on the processes and practices introduced in the foundation 
course, allowing a more in-depth study of some of the ideas 
covered in the introduction fortnight. The focus of the course 
remains practically based and offers pupils the opportunity 
to explore their understanding better and to try out more 
advanced or extended breathing techniques in combination 
with stretching and relaxation postures. Developing a solid 
foundation of skills across a four-week period should show 
how a habit of practice can begin to be established, giving 
the individual the confidence to continue to work on further 
development once the formal tuition period is complete. 
The course will be delivered through a combination of 
Zoom webinars, guided reading and follow on guided breath 
inquiries. Theoretical background to the practical work will 
be explored and pupils will be required to keep a detailed daily 
breath diary.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Must have completed foundation course
Requirements:  Follow-on course

Physics for non-Physicists

GJM

This is a course for anyone who has an interest in Physics, but 
didn’t do A level. There will be very little Maths involved! 
The course will look at the Physics of car stunts and crashes, 
g-forces, and the implications of Quantum Physics.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Must not have studied A level Physics
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Reading Cities: Using History and the  
Arts to Make Sense of Localities

CAFM

This HATA course is a chance to tie all your subjects 
together: you’ll pick up the skills required to ‘read’ a place, 
and thereby I trust to make the most not only of travel 
but of your own home, now and in the future. You’ll learn 
how to link history, architecture, literature, social trends, 
music old and new, urban myths of the rich and the poor, 
geography and geopolitics, and pretty much anything else 
that can pertain to a place. (Many of you will have had some 
experience of this approach in the HATA/Scholars’ trips to 
Prague, Spain, Oxford, Bristol, London, and just locally). 
This course lends itself particularly well to lockdown: after 
introductory sessions all pupils who take it will have a chance 
to select any place you wish (from Petra to Las Vegas!) 
to explore – with as much guidance as you wish – and to 
discover how this technique and skill set works in practice. 
You can then present your experience and findings to 
others. If done properly, such an approach will be applicable 
for anywhere you wish to explore (whether physically or 
remotely) in the future.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Renaissance Polyphony

AJMS

Beginning with the intimacies of plainsong, through 
to some of the largest choral settings (up to 40-parts!), 
journey through the four centuries of late Medieval to early 
Baroque music, looking at how the choral music tradition 
was founded across Europe. From the introduction of the 
use of harmony and the first complete mass settings, to the 
lightness of cultural madrigals; discover how music was sung, 
notated, and developed. With plenty of listening to some of 
the most glorious music, and discovering the archives of early 
music, this course ensures some time for poignant reflection 
through music.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Music
Requirements:  A level Music

Science of Baking

CJW

If you’ve ever wanted to produce perfect cakes, bake amazing 
bread or get your buttercream just fluffy enough, this is the 
course for you. We will use Mathematics and the scientific 
method to scale recipes up or down, analyse recipes to find the 
perfect balance of ingredients and learn how to change baking 
from an art form that only your granny can get right into a 
science. Reliable access to flour is, unfortunately, a prerequisite 
of this course, as is access to an oven, set of scales and basic 
baking utensils. Ingredients (like flour, eggs, butter, salt, sugar, 
yeast etc.) will need to be bought by course participants prior 
to each session. A full list will be provided on sign-up.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  Access to flour

Songwriting

DCW

Develop skills and confidence in song-writing, performing and 
producing. Share ideas with other musicians and collaborate 
on projects in a dynamic and supportive environment. 
Improve your musicianship. Learn what it takes to work in a 
studio, and take your musical skills to the next level. Master 
the art of creating and re-mixing tracks using a range of 
software options. Experience the excitement of owning and 
sharing your own, professionally mixed and mastered tracks. 
Learn how to promote yourself and your music.

Create your own tracks from scratch; learn how to build a 
song layer by layer; examine the processes and workflow of 
song writing; mix, remix and explore new genres of music.

No experience or equipment necessary. Over the course of two 
weeks you will create your own song. For some participants, the 
course will offer the chance to launch themselves into an area 
they’ve previously had no experience in, and for others it will 
be an opportunity to delve deeper into an area or areas they’ve 
already started to explore. All musical styles are welcome.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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Sport Biomechanics in Action

GDML

In this module we will look at several iconic sporting moments 
and ask ourselves how the sportsmen and women managed 
to achieve such legendary recognition. We will analyse their 
technique from a scientific standpoint, and consider relevant 
Biomechanical terminology to aid our appreciation of 
movement. The course will culminate with each participant 
sharing a “sporting moment” of interest to themselves, 
and presenting back to the group using their acquired 
Biomechanical understanding.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Sporting Podcasts

WGH

An exploration into Podcasts and the wealth of interesting 
material available to consume. Content will focus on the 
application of Science in sport, more general discussion and 
sporting literature.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

The Engineering Design Process: Bridge 
Building

JW

We will be using Westpoint bridge designer to investigate  
what Engineering is. You will need to download the program. 
You will get a chance to design a bridge and examine the 
factors that affect the cost of building a bridge.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Engineering
Requirements:  None

The Evolution of Football Tactics

MJS

In this module we will consider how football tactics have 
evolved in the past 50 years. From the “inside forward” to 
“false 9”, big lad up top and the largely forgotten 4-4-2 (with 
wide men? Or a diamond? 10 in a free role? 9 and 10 pushing 
high?). There are many variations of tactics to consider 
even in one formation “on-paper”. Content will focus on 
formations, trailblazing coaches and teams. We will attempt to 
contextualise tactics to the real world of the game and beyond 
playing FIFA on the X-Box or PS4!

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  General interest in football

The French New Wave and beyond:  
60 years of French Cinema

AJB/PNMF

In the early 1960s in France some 150 new film makers 
became identified with a new, youthful trend in cinema and 
the arts generally. This quickly became known around the 
world as “la nouvelle vague” (the New Wave) and gave French 
art and style an iconic status which arguably it has never lost.

How did the New Wave come about? What were its features? 
How did some key directors and films come to symbolise the 
new freedoms and breaking of old traditions that for many 
were the 60s? More than just a cinematic theory, the New 
Wave takes us back to the heady, liberating years of a famously 
exciting decade. This module will explore that time, looking 
primarily at the work of director François Truffaut, before 
tracking forward to examine more recent films and assess the 
extent to which the New Wave has exerted its influence on 
subsequent generations of French film makers.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages
Requirements:  None
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The Lore of the Rings: The Influences on 
Tolkien’s Tales 

RAS

Polls have often celebrated The Lord of the Rings as the 
greatest literary work of the Twentieth Century and Tolkien 
as the most influential author. But what influenced him? 
This is the tale of Tolkien’s tales, an all-too-brief investigation 
of the sources of his inspiration. In the five lessons we 
shall consider the importance of languages, of myths and 
literature (including that of an Old Marlburian), of religion, 
of history and of Tolkien’s own experiences on the creation 
of Middle-earth. The course will be delivered through Zoom 
lessons, pre-recorded video lectures and online materials. 
Pupils will be expected to choose a research question and 
present their findings to other members of the Fellowship.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Understanding the Physics behind 
Diamond Light Source 

JEL

Diamond is a synchrotron; a huge scientific machine, more than 
half a kilometre in circumference, designed to produce very 
intense beams of X-rays, infrared and ultraviolet light. These are 
used to study smaller objects like molecules and atoms.

Diamond has developed a set of interactive simulations to 
explain the physics of the machine. To accompany these 
simulations are a series of worksheets for A level pupils 
including extra information and example calculations.

Topics will include:

• Electron Gun

• Insertion devices – the undulator

• The LINAC (linear accelerator)

• Quadrupole Magnets

• The RF (radio frequency system)

• The vacuum system

There will be various simulations to try online and worksheets 
to answer.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Science
Requirements:  A level Physics

War in Literature

ATW

For most of Europe, the first half of the 20th century was an 
age of war. The constantly unfolding catastrophes provoked 
a dark, grotesque and even absurdist response in the art and 
literature of the time. But through poetry, memoir and novel, 
the ordinary citizen, the low-ranking soldier would, for the 
first time, be at the heart of creative output.

This course will explore French, German and Italian literature’s 
representation of and reaction to this experience. Through 
a variety of genres, including autobiography, poetry and the 
novel, we will consider the presentation of the Great War, the 
Second World War, Resistance, the Jewish experience and the 
aftermath of war. Authors studied will include Vercors, Irène 
Némirovsky, Paul Celan, Günter Grass, Primo Levi, Filippo 
Marinetti and Giuseppe Ungaretti.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Languages
Requirements:  None – translations will be provided

Wellbeing at university: Fitness & Nutrition

MJS

This module aims to assist pupils with basic tools to assist their 
commitment to their health and wellbeing at university. Pupils 
will look at basic approaches to fitness, time management for 
training, diet and nutrition, and training methods. We will 
incorporate some actual practical cooking with some basic 
meals and recipe ideas. There will also be a practical element of 
physical activity.

Block:  4
Fortnight:  1 & 2
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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BLOCK 5  MODULES

ArcGIS: An Introduction

HLMS

This course offers the opportunity to exercise and develop 
observation skills, measurement and geospatial mapping 
skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills, 
including those associated with and arising from fieldwork.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Geography
Requirements:  A level Geography

Creative Writing

MJP/NOPG

Do you want to be a writer? Does a career in journalism or the 
creative industries appeal to you? Perhaps you simply want to 
explore great writing and improve your own ability to express 
yourself meaningfully? Whatever your motivation, you should 
find plenty of stimulation through a deeper study of Creative 
Writing. The course will be a chance to experiment with a 
variety of creative writing genres, looking at prose fiction, 
prose non-fiction, drama and poetry. It will build upon the 
AFA course which some pupils have followed in the Upper 
School already. In simple terms it will involve reading vibrant, 
contemporary source material and then writing in response to 
it, exploring what you think, feel and imagine.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

German Literature and Culture

TCR

The course aims to give an insight into German Literature and 
Culture. We will look at the following topics:

•  18th century: Germany – the country of “poets and 
thinkers”? Enlightenment, Storm and Stress, Classics; 
(Kant, Lessing, Goethe, Schiller)

•  19th century: Just nationalism or a breeding ground 
for fascism? Romanticism, Restauration, Realism; 
(Eichendorff, Hoffmann, Büchner, Heine, Fontane)

•  20th century: Before and after the catastrophe… Modern 
Literature, Expressionism, Weimar Republic, Exile, 
Literature after 1945, Postmodern; (Hesse, Mann, Kafka, 
Brecht, Bachmann, Böll, Wolf, Dürrenmatt, Schlink)

Block:  5
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those destined for languages
Requirements:  None

Greek Architecture

RFH

Greek architecture has had a profound impact on western 
civilisation from ancient Rome and the Renaissance down 
to the present day. This course will examine the architectural 
orders and how they were realised in religious and secular 
buildings in ancient Greece.

•  Introduction to Architecture

•  The Early development of Classical Temples: What is 
Architecture? Problems of survival. Why did the Greeks 
build Temples? What do you need to build temples? 
Primitive Temples and origins.

•  The orders. The different parts of the Temple – Pediment, 
Metopes and Frieze. Buildings in their Context – 
Sanctuaries and worship.

•  Sanctuaries: Delphi and Olympia (Incl. brief insight into 
Pythian and Olympic games and importance these had on 
architecture).

•  Buildings in Context – Cities: The Acropolis and  
The Agora.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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History of Early Political Thought – from 
Plato to Machiavelli

AJH

Where do political ideas come from? How far back should 
we go when looking for the inspirations of modern political 
actions? This course will aim to give an overview of early 
political thinkers in the ancient and medieval periods to try and 
trace the origins of modern political ideas with which we are 
familiar today. The course will encompass the seminal works of 
Plato and Aristotle, before moving onto Augustine, Aquinas, 
and ending with Machiavelli (an often-misquoted and arguably 
‘modern’ political theorist writing in medieval Florence). We’ll 
look at the key works by each thinker; discuss their theories, 
their reception, and the problems with them; and draw parallels 
between them all. We will also compare and contrast with more 
recent and current political scenarios to illustrate each thinker 
in a modern context. Contact time will be discussion-based 
seminars, with pupils doing preparatory reading for each one.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for History, Politics, 
Philosophy
Requirements:  A level Politics, Philosophy or History Pre-U

Latin America’s Sporting Life: from the 
Pumas to the Playas

MDA

33 countries are included in what we know as Latin America. 
They are geographically and socially diverse, but they all have 
two things in common: a love of sports, and great beaches. 
This course will explore Latin Americans’ fascination for 
football; Argentinian rugby, hockey and polo; and a variety 
of sporting activities played on sandy beaches – from cliff 
diving in Acapulco to beach volleyball in Puerto Rico. Latin 
American people do everything with a passion and we will see 
how their personalities, societies, and even climate shape the 
way they watch, play and show sports to visitors.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  All
Requirements:  None

Management

PJOS

What can you expect during the first few months of a university 
Business course? What are the key issues you will explore 
and what skills will you require? This course will consider the 
Marketing and H.R. functions within a business management 
course. We will look at how businesses design and develop 

marketing campaigns, rooted in the study of market research, 
STP analysis and the marketing mix. There will be a particular 
emphasis on case studies, with the content explored through 
topical examples and study of best practice.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Business-related courses
Requirements:  A level Business

Mary Queen of Scots: A Summary

MPLB

A delve into the life of Mary Queen of Scots – one of the most 
romantic figures in history. Married three times and queen or 
queen claimant in three countries, Mary’s life began and ended 
in tragedy. Widowed, suspected of murder, abducted, captured, 
forced to abdicate, rescued, imprisoned and eventually 
executed. Cousin and rival to Queen Elizabeth I, who she never 
met, and mother of James I, who she never knew. Was Mary’s 
life a product of bad luck or bad advice, her own or other 
people’s ambitions? An opportunity to unravel the mysteries 
and unanswered questions in the tragedies that befell one of the 
most fascinating figures of the sixteenth century.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

Multi-variable Calculus

AJF

We often come across functions of one variable (the area of 
a circle), two variables (the volume of a cylinder) and even 
three variables; the area of a triangle given two lengths and an 
angle. In reality, functions could have any number of variables: 
Meteorology with atmospheric pressure, time and 3-D space 
or Business where yield, demand, costs and subsidies will 
affect profits and the national economy which will depends 
on hundreds of variables. Questions arise about how to deal 
with small approximations and different rates of change in each 
variable. This involves multi-variable calculations and this course 
of lessons is a ‘brief ’ introduction into some of the notation and 
calculations that you will meet at university. The questions we 
look at will be mathematical in nature; we will look at partial 
derivatives, stationary points and approximations and errors.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Pupils destined for Maths, Engineering, 
Physics, Economy, Chemistry, Geology
Requirements:  A level Maths
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Philosophy 1: Intro to Political Philosophy

GIM

Pupils will be guided through the thought of various 
classical and contemporary thinkers in Political Philosophy 
and will be encouraged to think for themselves about the 
problems addressed. By the end of the course pupils should 
feel confident of their own position on some of the debates 
studied on the Social Contract & the State of Nature (the 
likes of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau) and we will aim 
to supplement their secured understanding of the Pre U 
Paper 3 set text ( John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism) through 
engagement with passages from his earlier work – On Liberty 
(1859). Coverage will include: discussion on what Mill 
meant by the phrase ‘Over himself, over his body and mind, 
the individual is sovereign’; and by reflecting on liberty in 
lockdown – including but not exclusively discussion on the 
role of the NHS and contrasting governmental responses to 
the current pandemic; concluding the rotation by comparing 
and contrasting J Rawl’s book – Theory of Justice (1971) and 
Robert Nozick’s Anarchy State & Utopia (1974).

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy Pre-U

Philosophy 2: Analytic and Continental 
Philosophy

DTC

For at least 100 years, there has been a substantial schism 
in academic philosophy between two camps, implacably 
opposed to one another; the analytic tradition and 
the continental. This course will attempt to offer an 
understanding of the two, starting with a look at the key 
methodologies and motifs of the analytic tradition, through 
well-known and storied thinkers such as Frege, Russell 
and Moore. It will move on to consider the reasons for the 
hostility between the two and the distinctive contribution 
and impact of the ‘continentals’ since its emergence as a 
discipline on university campuses in the 1970’s. The course 
will also focus on the impact of continental thinkers such as 
Schpenhauer, Hegel and Sartre.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Philosophers/Theologians
Requirements:  Philosophy Pre-U

Psychology 101

RLJ/JLL

The Psychology department will be offering a short series 
aimed at delivering a mini university experience, both in 
terms of style of delivery and assignments. Pupils will prepare 
for seminars, write extended essays from reading lists and will 
practice note taking during lectures. We will be delivering 
content that has not been covered directly during the A level, 
but that is included in many undergraduate degrees.

We will be looking at the extremely popular and fascinating 
areas of Forensic Psychology and Criminology and cutting 
edge treatments for a range of ‘mental illnesses’. This 
mini course asks the big questions about crime and the 
potential trigger factors for criminal behaviour. We will 
start with asking, what is Forensic Psychology and what is 
Criminology? As part of this breaking down of two fairly 
large disciplines, will we ask, what can understanding more 
about poverty and the class structure in Britain help us to 
understand criminal behaviour? What are the links between 
mental ill health and criminality? Is the term ‘criminal’ 
used as a method of structural violence/ what is structural 
violence? We will also be covering a range of topics, from the 
Anti-psychiatry movement of the 1970s to the current ‘Big 
Pharma’ activists in 2022; the historical and changing role of 
medicalised treatment of mental illness and an exploration 
of the newest psychological and psychiatric treatments. 
We will be questioning; what is the role of psychology and 
indeed, psychiatry in modern Britain. During the week we 
will be looking at issues of race, gender and religion in terms 
of treatments and success rates, as well as addressing the 
ubiquitous ‘placebo effect.’

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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Relax and Recharge: from Reading to Yoga

KJK

A short and hopefully, very helpful, course looking in brief 
detail at some of the Philosophy of Yoga and putting it into 
practice. The idea is to enable the pupils who take part to be 
able to help their own mental health and spark an interest in 
what may become a life and lifestyle choice, enabling good 
decisions, healthy living, self-knowledge and contentment.

We will discuss and explore a number of the eight limbs of 
yoga and start to look at how the Asanas (sitting/poses), 
Pranayama (breathing) and Dhyana (meditation) can impact 
a busy daily life in a positive way. There will also be the 
opportunity to discuss relevant reading and how reading has a 
similarly positive effect on life!

Block:  5
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  All who would like to find out more 
about yoga
Requirements:  None

Social Sciences 101 (Sociology and 
Anthropology)

RLJ/SJD

This course is perfect for anyone who is looking to study social 
sciences at University, or equally for those who want to get 
a really good grounding in the subject matter! This course is 
for those who ponder the big questions about society; how 
did ‘societies’ emerge; What are social norms? Why do we 
have certain rules? Why do we have tattoos? What role does 
religion have in the Economy?

During the course we will covering a breakdown of the main 
concepts and theorists in both the world of Sociology and 
Anthropology. We will be looking at the changing nature of 
the ‘Family’, how ‘care’ is a gendered and political process; how 
‘crime’ and ‘criminals’ are treated and how our understanding 
of evolution can help to shape our understanding of certain 
behaviours?

We will be assessing how attitudes towards societal 
development have changed over the past 150 years, and what 
could hold for the future of Sociology and Anthropology. 

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Those destined for Social Sciences
Requirements:  None

The Movies of Jean-Pierre Melville

RDW

Alongside good study habits, a formidable work ethic and 
a passing enjoyment of the social milieu, one of the most 
essential things for all undergraduates to possess is a deep 
understanding and enjoyment of classic cult films.

The criminal underworld of 1960s Paris – where even the 
police ooze moral ambiguity – is the backdrop for a series 
of intensely thrilling heist dramas, directed by Jean-Pierre 
Melville. Starring the likes of Jean-Paul Belmondo (A bout 
de souffle) and the none-more-cool Alain Delon, films like 
“Le Doulos” and “Le Samourai” embodied new rules of 
production and – more importantly – introduced audiences to 
some of cinema’s greatest anti-heroes.

Watch, learn and endlessly enhance your cultural credibility. 

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None

The Past, the Present and the Future

JH

This course focuses on how our knowledge of the past & 
present help shape our understanding of the future.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  2
Recommended for:  Those destined for Geography
Requirements:  A level Geography

Time Management for Pupils

JMCC

This will cover some of the essential study skills required for 
university. They include: prioritising and coping with the 
workload; managing procrastination including use of the Covey 
Matrix; organising your workspace; structuring the day for 
academic effect; effective reading and note-taking techniques. 

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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Understanding Journalism

JTWL

Have you ever thought about making a living as a journalist? 
Former news reporter Joe Lane offers an introductory 
course to the world of journalism where pupils will gain an 
understanding of what makes a good news story, the media’s 
role in holding public bodies accountable and how to develop 
leads by looking at a story from all angles. Participants will also 
gain a grounding in the importance of ethics in journalism 
and the basics of media law as well as being invited to consider 
trends in online news. In the process pupils will have a chance 
to develop their own journalistic writing skills and will be 
expected to produce articles for publication within the College.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  3
Recommended for:  Those with an interest in journalism
Requirements:  None

Women in Sport

SHB

The “Women in Sport” module will cover five different topics: 
trailblazers and role models; training and tracking menstrual 
cycles; sexism and the ‘equal pay’ debate; susceptibility to 
ACL injury; COVID-19 and why women’s sport could be hit 
harder than men’s.

Block:  5
Fortnight:  1, 2 & 3
Recommended for:  Anyone
Requirements:  None
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