
Summer Term Programme 2020
H U N D R E D  Y E A R  G R O U P

MC IX Programme
When lessons resume after the first Exeat on Monday 11 May 
until the end of the Summer term on Friday 3 July, the 
Hundred will join the MC IX programme, named in 
celebration of their ninth term at Marlborough College. Each 
pupil will choose four subjects offered at A level; these should 
include those subjects already chosen for the Sixth Form. 

The seven-week courses will be taught within the existing 
Hundred timetable, and constitute 2 hours per week of guided 
contact time and 1 hour per week of prep. The exact structure 
and content of the courses will vary by department, but the 
purpose of each will be to introduce pupils to the skills and 
content of Sixth Form study and to extend and enrich their 
GCSE subject-knowledge. 

Without the restraints of exam rubric and assessment 
objectives, departments will have the freedom to create 
imaginative and engaging courses – taking advantage of the 
full range of online opportunities (pupil presentations,  
Zoom debates, group research, and more).

Research Project
In addition to their four MC IX courses, each pupil will carry out 
a six-week Research Project – approximately 3 hours per week, 
including a 30-minute Zoom webinar with a project mentor. 

Through these projects, pupils will learn and develop: 

i) independent project time management 

ii) research and referencing 

iii) synthesis of ideas and argument 

iv) self-reflection and communication. 

The project structure will be based on the EPQ-Express offered 
by Pearson Edexcel, and will lead to one of: 

•  a dissertation (for example: A Study of the Psychology  
of Leaders) 

•  an investigation (for example: An Investigation into the 
Variation of Solar Activity using Data Collated at  
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/) 

•  a performance (for example: Storytelling: Bringing a  
Story to Life over Zoom) 

•  an artefact (for example: A piece of art inspired by specific 
challenges arising from the COVID-19 pandemic) 

Pupils will have an entirely free choice over the title, topic  
and type of their chosen project. The best in each of the four 
categories will be awarded an internal prize and may be eligible 
for submission next January as a Level 2 Higher Project (worth 
50% of a GCSE) or a Level 3 Extended Project (worth 50% of 
an A level).

SELECT  Art

SELECT  Biology

SELECT  Business* 

SELECT  Chemistry

SELECT  Chinese

SELECT   Classical 
Civilisation 

SELECT   Creative  
Writing

SELECT   Computer 
Science

SELECT   Design  
Technology

SELECT  Drama

SELECT  Economics* 

SELECT  English

SELECT   Exercise & 
Sport Science

SELECT  French

SELECT  Geography

SELECT  German

SELECT  Greek

SELECT  History

SELECT  History of Art* 

SELECT  Italian

SELECT  Latin

SELECT  Mathematics

SELECT  Music

SELECT   Music  
Technology

SELECT  Physics

SELECT  Politics* 

SELECT  Psychology

SELECT   Religious 
Studies 

SELECT  Russian

SELECT  Spanish

* These subjects will be taught outside of the regular timetable, on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.
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Art
This seven-week post GCSE and pre A level course is designed 
to equip and strengthen pupils thinking and outlook in terms 
of practical and written artist/photographer linking skills.

Areas to be covered will be:

Weeks 1 & 2: Record: through a series of photoshoots and a 
collection of drawings

Weeks 2 & 3: Develop: related artist links through analysis

Weeks 4, 5 and 6: Refine/Experiment: creative work using an 
unusual combination of materials

Week 7: Overview and reflection

Set tasks will be given by the teacher from which pupils should 
set about and create in visual and written forms. The collective 
body of work will form and be an excellent preparation for  
A level.

Biology
The Biology MC IX course will allow pupils to start to 
accumulate some of the skills and knowledge required for 
Biology A level. 

The course will provide an interesting and stimulating 
introduction to some key concepts, as well as providing an 
opportunity to consider Biology in a broader context. The 
course will be structured over seven weeks with a different 
topic or skill addressed each week. 

Business
The aim of the MC IX course in Business is to give those 
pupils who intend to study Business at A level the opportunity 
to experience a sense of the nature of the subject, its main areas 
of focus, and its potential to shine a light on what we do as 
people. 

Course structure 2 x periods per week over 7 weeks (total 14 
lessons).

Week 1:  The Players – Businesses, Consumers and Governments

Week 2:  Knowing What People Want – Markets and 
Marketing

Week 3: Making Money – Business Finance

Week 4:  Motivation, Leading, Building Teams –  
The Business of People

Week 5:  A Finely Tuned Machine – The Business of 
Efficiency and Making Things

Week 6:  Understanding Competition – The Business World

Week 7:  Business and the Law – The Rules of Engagement

Chemistry
Week 1: Atoms, ions, and compounds

This introductory week will reinforce understanding of atomic 
structure, whilst at the same time developing an appreciation 
of Mass spectrometry. Mass spec (as it is sometimes referred to) 
is an instrumental technique that allows chemists to tackle the 
more challenging ideas of the Mole in the upcoming weeks.

By the end of this week, pupils should have a stronger 
appreciation of ideas such as, can you describe isotopes as 
atoms of the same element with different numbers of neutrons 
and different masses? Or can you predict ionic charge from the 
position of an element in the periodic table?

Week 2: Balancing Equations

This lies at the heart of much of the A level course and a robust 
knowledge of valencies, chemical formulae and the ability 
to (quickly and correctly) construct a balanced chemical 
equation is a key skill for the A level chemist. In this case, 
practise makes perfect!

Weeks 3, 4 and 5: Moles - Mass and Mr

Weeks 3, 4 and 5 look at some of the key calculations in 
Chemistry. An ability to understand and carry out moles 
calculations is essential in A level Chemistry. This module 
ties into the atomic structure work covered in week 1 and 
the ability to write chemical formulae and balanced chemical 
equations covered in week 2. The moles calculations module is 
broken down into 3 broad areas:

1.  Relative Formula Mass (RFM, Mr) and moles in solids - 
including reacting masses, percentage yield, and empirical 
formulae.

2.  Moles in solution and titrations – where we will expand 
our knowledge of moles calculations by delving into moles 
in solutions, and the key practical technique of how to 
carry out a titration.

3.  Moles in gases – where we will be looking at moles of gases, 
including use of the interactive Labskills resource to discuss 
experimental collection of a gas and use of Excel graph 
work to plot experimental data.

Weeks 6 and 7: Bonding and intermolecular forces

It is important, moving forward in A level Chemistry, that the 
knowledge of bonding, structure and intermolecular forces 
is sound. This week, pupils will recap their knowledge of 
different types of bonding and structure and how this affects 
the properties of different substances.

Pupils will also begin to look at some new A level concepts:

•  Electronegativity
•  Bond Polarity
•  Different types of intermolecular forces
•  Shapes of molecules
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Chinese
The aim of the MC IX course in Chinese is to give those 
pupils who have chosen to study Chinese Pre-U the 
opportunity to enrich, extend and broaden their knowledge, 
skills and understanding in the subject beyond GCSE. An 
additional aim is to promote the adoption of appropriate 
working habits and the development of key skills. As such, it 
will serve as an introductory course to the Sixth Form. 

Course structure 2 x periods (1 hour each) per week, over 7 
weeks (total 14 lessons).

Preps will be set following the existing prep timetable. Each 
prep will be a double time prep, as per the overall structure of 
the MC IX Course. The MC IX course does not include any 
additional oral classes.

The topics will fall into 6 main categories.

1.  “Bridge the gap” language course: an intensive focus on 
precision and linguistic range with more complex grammar 
and structures 

2.  Introduction to the key learning resources 

3.  Dictionary skills – learn how to use radical-based Chinese 
dictionary

4.  Introduction to modern Chinese literature 

5.  Introduction to ancient Chinese idioms 

6.  Essay/Multi-media presentation on the theme 
“Overcoming the Cultural Gap between China and the 
West”. The best three works will be entered into the 50th 
SACU Essay Competition.

Classical Civilisation
In the first 3 weeks of this course, pupils will consider the 
nature and function of myth, and classical myth in particular. 
They will also gain an overview of, and start reading, one of 
their A Level set texts: the Odyssey.

Week 1:

Pupils will focus on two questions: 

1. What is myth?

2. What is the function of myth?

They will be introduced to some of the leading theoretical 
approaches to understanding myth in general, and classical 
myth in particular, through a discussion of some of the most 
important stories of Greek and Roman mythology. Pupils will 
also discuss some of the problems inherent in studying classical 
mythology, which is preserved in literary form.

Week 2:

Pupils will turn their attention to arguably the most famous 
event of classical myth, the Trojan War. They will study a brief 
summary of the story, from the marriage of Peleus and Thetis 
through to the sack of Troy; and they will discover how the 
war served as the dividing line between the heroic age and the 
age of normal human history. Pupils will also explore the main 
characters of the war, on both the Greek and the Trojan sides, 
which will provide useful background information before 
starting the Odyssey next week. We will discuss how the heroes 
reflect memories of the Mycenaean Age.

Week 3:

Pupils will turn to one of their A Level texts, the Odyssey. An 
outline of the story will be explored, to form the basis of a 
discussion on what is meant by the term “hero” in Greek myth, 
and to what extent the character of Odysseus fits that mold. 
The pupils will also read Book 1 of the Odyssey together, to 
set them in motion as they read the rest of the epic over the 
summer holidays.

Weeks 4, 5 & 6: Politics of the Late Roman Republic 

Topic: Politics and the City of Rome in the 1st century BC

Material: Literary extracts and archaeological remains

We will look at two main areas in this topic. Firstly, we 
will consider the main structure of Roman society, its class 
hierarchy, value system and ways of conducting politics. 
Secondly, there will be a chance to research and find out 
about Rome as a city, in particular its layout and topography, 
the Roman Forum, living areas, religious sites, and myths 
associated with the city.
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Creative Writing 
In this course pupils will explore their own ideas, experiences 
and imagination. They will learn how to tell stories about 
the events of their own lives, or events that they imagine 
happening to others; Pupils will discover how to describe what 
they have seen and felt, and how to shape language to convey 
their experiences to others. 

The emphasis, naturally, is on the creative process, and they 
will be learning in collaboration with their beaks, trying out 
ideas and sharing their work; discovering together. 

Throughout the seven weeks of the course, they will have 
opportunities to write in various forms: non-fiction, such as 
journalism and travel-writing; fiction, with an emphasis on 
flash fiction and the short story; lyric poetry; and drama script. 
Pupils will learn, too, from reading the work of contemporary 
writers in all of these forms.

It is a course that will develop their independence, imagination 
and resilience. The expectation is that all pupils will complete a 
portfolio of writing by the end of the summer term, including a 
reflective commentary on their work; this portfolio will be sent 
to Bath Spa University, with whom we have a long-standing 
partnership, to gain an informal qualification: the Bath Spa / 
Marlborough College Certificate in Creative Writing. 

Those who continue with Creative Writing from September 
will be working towards a new qualification, the Apprentice in 
Fine Arts (Creative Writing), which replaced A level last year. 
The AFA, run by the Writers’ Examination Board, has UCAS 
recognition: the qualification will be a valuable addition to 
their university application. 

Computer Science
Creating and using relational databases in Python and adding 
a graphical user interface to them is a solid foundation for an 
A level NEA. The NEA (non-exam assessment, sometimes 
called ‘coursework’) takes a whole term in the Upper Sixth 
and is 20% of the entire A level, the earlier pupils acquire the 
technical skills the better they will be by the time they really 
need them! 

Pupils will learn to write SQL and to embed it in Python code, 
and if time permits they will begin developing GUI’s with Tkinter.

Design Technology
This course aims to develop the skills required for success in 
Product Design A level, particularly focusing on the extended 
responses which appear in the problem-solving paper.

This will be delivered by pupils undertaking two different 
styles of ‘modules’ which emulate the style of work in Lower 
Sixth but with a narrower focus.

Design Module

Each week, one module will focus on developing design 
solutions for an existing problem. 

The pupils will be sent a ‘context resource booklet’ similar to 
that provided in the problem-solving paper. Pupils will be sent 
a module outline, with assessment criteria highlighted, for 
self-reflection. 

Assessment & Feedback: Graded against assessment criteria. 
Targets for improvement given along with model answers.

Articulation Module

Each week, one lesson will focus on articulating the 
manufacture of a given concept.

Pupils will work on a standard revision proforma with YouTube 
videos of the product being manufactured being used as ‘mark 
schemes.’ 

Assessment & Feedback: Self-evaluation & model answer 
provided.

Drama
This is an opportunity for anyone that currently plans on 
studying Drama and Theatre A level or perhaps is considering 
it – but yet to make the final decision!

It will begin after the summer exeat and last for seven weeks. 
It will be delivered by both JD and DK and will explore the 
fundamental skills of studying drama in the Sixth Form.

Economics
The aim of the MC IX course in Economics is to give 
those pupils who intend to study Economics at A level the 
opportunity to experience a sense of the nature of the subject, 
its main areas of focus, and its potential to shine a light on 
what we do as people. 

Course structure 2 x periods per week over 7 weeks  
(total 14 lessons).

Week 1:  The Players – Businesses, Consumers and Governments

Week 2:  The Economics of Growth – How Can We Create 
Wealth?

Week 3:  Behavioural Economics – What Makes Us Tick?

Week 4:  Money, Money, Money – How Does The Stock 
Market Work?

Week 5:  Free To Trade – How Much Power Should the 
Government Really Have?

Week 6:  The Economics of Trade and Development –  
Rich Country, Poor Country

Week 7:  The Economics of Work – What Are We Worth?
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English
The MC IX course will begin the study of literature in 
preparation for the Upper School and beyond. There will be 
three main threads: The Great Gatsby as a prose study, a study 
of ‘Literature through the Ages’ and practical criticism. 

The Great Gatsby as a prose study: This is always hugely 
popular text in the Lower Sixth which explores American 
society and the ‘Jazz Age’ of the 1920s. It is an excellent text 
to teach and for pupils to explore in the greater levels of depth 
and sophistication that Upper School English aspires to.  
In addition, we will be taking pupils to see a theatrical 
adaptation of the novel in September.  
https://bristololdvic.org.uk/whats-on/gatsby

‘Literature through the Ages’: We will base this aspect of the 
course around the newly published ‘A Little History of Poetry’ 
and use it as a means to explore the chronology of literature 
from its origins, through the great movements and epochs to 
the modern day. We will focus on great poets and their works 
in order to tell the story of literature and to provide confident 
contextual and cultural awareness, ahead of beginning Upper 
School study. 

Practical Criticism: Prac Crit is a fundamental aspect of any 
study of literature. Pupils will be familiar with ‘unseen’ work 
from the Lower School; in the Upper School, the emphasis is 
on original thinking and personal interpretation. The course 
will provide fresh and invigorating prose, poetry and drama for 
pupils to discuss, interpret and respond to. Introducing varied 
styles and genres through extracts and shorter works, lends 
itself very effectively to remote schooling. In addition, if we 
have time we will look at drama texts and play readings after 
half-term.

Exercise & Sport Science
The Exercise & Sport Science MC IX course will be delivered 
by all available beaks (timetable dependent): MJS, SHB, 
WGH, GDML, JSL. 

The course will use the seven weeks of study to focus on 
assisting with bridging the gap between the scientific 
module(s) of the A level and GCSE content (anatomy & 
physiology; biomechanics). In addition, pupils will be given an 
insight into more developed sport psychology and sociology 
content, some building upon GCSE and some new areas of 
study. 

Delivery will be engaging and collaborative, with a focus on 
incorporating practical tasks and pupils working together on 
tasks and assignments.

French
The aim of the MC IX course in French is to give those 
pupils who have chosen or might still choose to study French 
at A level the opportunity to enrich, extend and broaden 
their knowledge, skills and understanding in the subject 
beyond IGCSE or DELF B1 level. An additional aim is to 
promote the adoption of appropriate working habits and 
the development of key skills. As such, it will serve as an 
introductory course to the Sixth Form

Geography
The MC IX course has two components; after exeat to 
half-term pupils will complete a Place Profile of the area in 
which they live using a proforma provided by the department. 
The concept of Place is fundamental to the A Level as pupils 
are expected to be able to draw comparisons between different 
areas and arriving with a wealth of information on their local 
area will be highly beneficial. They may even turn up some 
surprising information. 

After half-term to the end of term pupils will research 
and present findings on a range of geographical concepts 
that are linked to issues within the A Level. Researching 
and presenting on such concepts will allow pupils to 
think synoptically which is a key skill required at A Level. 
Furthermore, exploring key concepts will better prepare  
pupils for their NEA (non-exam assessment) investigation. 

The key geographical concepts are referenced below: 

Adaptation, Causality, Equilibrium Feedback, Sustainability, 
Globalisation, Identify Inequality, Independence Systems 
Mitigation, Representation Risk, Thresholds.

German
The aim of the MC IX course in German is to give those 
pupils who have chosen or might still choose to study German 
A level the opportunity to enrich, extend and broaden their 
knowledge, skills and understanding in the subject beyond 
IGCSE or Goethe Zertifikat B1 level.

An additional aim is to promote the adoption of appropriate 
working habits and the development of key skills. As such, it 
will serve as an introductory course to the Sixth Form.
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Greek
The aim of the course is to develop pupil’s fluency in the 
reading of original Greek prose and to lay the foundations 
for composition work (i.e. translation from English into 
Greek). We will use Taylor’s Greek to GCSE Part 2 for passages 
of continuous Greek prose (chosen from Xerxes’ invasion 
of Greece in Herodotus Book 7) and the early chapters of 
Anderson & Taylor’s Writing Greek.

Week 1:  Taylor p 238: Xerxes whips the sea - Writing Greek  
ch 1 : Basic use of Cases

Week 2:  Taylor p 240: The sons of Pythius - Writing Greek  
ch 2 : Definite Article

Week 3:  Taylor p 241: Xerxes weeps - Writing Greek  
ch 3 : Time, Place and Space

Week 4:  Taylor p 242: Spartan behaviour at Thermopylae - 
Writing Greek ch 4 : Use of adjectives

Week 5:  Taylor p 243: Xerxes loses patience - Writing Greek  
ch 5 : Verb tenses

Week 6:  Taylor p 244: The mountain path - Writing Greek  
ch 6: Participles 1

Week 7:  Taylor p 245: The Last Stand - Writing Greek  
ch 7: Pronouns 1

History
The unique circumstances of our present situation provide a very 
good opportunity to strengthen historical knowledge, skills and 
understanding. While there is a step up from IGCSE to A-level, 
it is not especially daunting. Perhaps the most challenging aspect 
is that pupils are required to leave the ‘comfort zone’ of the 
20th century and to explore new periods, and – for a while at 
least – this can be disorientating as well as exciting. Moreover, 
pupils must adapt to a less regimented approach to learning and 
understanding topics, and less formulaic ways of coping with 
questions and historical arguments. Our MC IX courses are 
therefore designed to broaden pupils’ understanding of different 
periods in time, to introduce them to the peculiarities of at least 
one new period, to introduce them to the potential variety of 
historical views (and how they have changed across time), and 
to give them a chance to make their own miniature research 
project on an area that interests them.

The units will run concurrently. Please note that none of the 
units will directly address the content of the A-level courses, 
though in unit 4 pupils are welcome to do so.

Unit 1: The long view

Pupils will become familiar with the order and basic nature 
of major developments of western history over the last several 
centuries, either by using the notebook of the Young Pioneers’ 
Challenge, in which 120 major events and developments in 
the West are described, or some equivalent.

Unit 2: Different worlds

Pupils will have a short introduction to a different period, 
place or historical narrative, to be decided by the beak and 
pupils in tandem. Both in this and in unit 1, it is likely that 
there’ll be reference to historical factors beyond the political 
– pupils will be aware of the social, economic, cultural and 
scientific influences on history.

Unit 3: Different points of view

With the ‘long view’ and a glimpse into ‘different worlds’, 
pupils will be encouraged to understand why it is that 
historians have taken such varied views of past events and 
developments.

Unit 4: Independent research

Pupils will be encouraged to explore a historical area that 
particularly interests them, and to present it as a short essay 
or in some other suitable format. There will be time to discuss 
what pupils have found.

History of Art
The History of Art Department extends a warm welcome 
to everyone in the Hundred interested in visual culture and 
the whole world of images, whether paintings, sculptures, or 
buildings. We invite pupils to join us for a tour of great art 
works and stupendous buildings across 3,000 years of human 
experience in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas. On our 
tour we’ll be learning how to make sense of the imagery, places, 
and objects created by people as diverse as Ancient Egyptians 
and modern-day Londoners, and dropping in on Greeks, 
Romans, Byzantines, medieval Europeans, Renaissance men, 
Baroque women, medieval Muslims, Sri Lankan Buddhists, 
ancient Nigerians, or the modern people of China, and 
linking up with some of the big stars of art, including Giotto, 
Michelangelo, Picasso, Manet, and Constable. 

This is a superb way to gain an overview of History of Art, an 
old subject at Marlborough, but a new one to some. It will be 
ideal if pupils intend to take History of Art next term – but 
also fun if they just want to sprinkle a little nourishment on a 
neglected part of their knowledge. 

Let’s explore the world of great art and architecture in  
forty works.



www.marlboroughcollege.org

Italian
The aim of the MC IX course in Italian is to give those pupils 
who have chosen or might still choose to study Italian at  
A level the opportunity to develop knowledge and enjoyment 
of the language beyond IGCSE. An additional aim is to 
promote the appropriate Upper School working habits and the 
development of key skills. 

Course structure 2 x periods (1 hour each) per week, over 7 
weeks (total 14 lessons). 

Preps will be set following the existing prep timetable. Each 
prep will be a double time prep, as per the overall structure of 
the MC IX course. 

The course will consist of an introduction to the terminology 
of A level grammar, building upon the verbs and the more 
complex structures studied at IGCSE. There will be particular 
focus on linguistic range and accuracy when it comes to 
translating from English into Italian. Pupils will be introduced 
to the more independent, self-guided format of A level 
listening tasks, using appropriate Italian news sites amongst 
other material. Vocabulary and advanced reading skills will 
also be developed using these resources. There will be an 
introduction to Italian cinema, including an exploration of 
‘Cinecittà’ and the Italian film industry, as well as pupil-led 
presentations on aspects of a particular film. Finally, pupils 
will study a 20th century Italian novella and develop skills of 
literary analysis.

Latin
In this course, pupils will explore the delightfully multi-faceted 
relationships between men and woman in ancient Rome.

Week 1: the focus will be on evidence. Pupils will explore the 
importance of funerary evidence (including sculptural reliefs 
and epitaphs on tombstones) in providing both cliched and 
more intimate impressions of a wife’s virtue and fidelity; a 
passionate declaration of love on an ancient ring; and the 
treasure trove of literary evidence, with an introduction to 
Catullus and a close reading of one of his most famous poems 
(Catullus 7 – How many kisses?).

Week 2: pupils will delve further into the world of Roman 
love poetry, translating and discussing a poem from Horace’s 
Odes (1.5 – quis multa gracilis), which sheds light on the 
variety of discrete liaisons in Horace’s world. In addition, 
pupils will explore the performance (recitatio), audience and 
livelihood of the Roman poets. How did poems circulate in a 
highly illiterate world, and one without a printing press? How 
were poems copied and sold? Could they afford to be a poet 
without already being rich?

Week 3: pupils will learn how to flirt like a Roman through 
a close reading of Ovid’s Amores 3.2 (lines 1-14 – non ego 
nobilium), an imagined conversation between Ovid and a 

girl ‘at the races’. Pupils will also discover what form a happy 
ending for Ovid’s efforts might take, by studying the Roman 
institution of marriage, from the sponsalia to the confarreatio 
(and what was meant by cum manu and sine manu).

Overall, the programme will give pupils a flavour of the 
Latin Love Elegy course that they will be studying in the 
Michaelmas term.

Weeks 4,5,6,7 Latin Prose

Topic: Boudica’s rebellion

Reading material: extracts from Tacitus, Annals XIV

In AD 60 Suetonius Paulinus, the Roman governor of Britain, was 
engaged in the conquest of Anglesey. Boudica, queen of the Iceni 
tribe in East Anglia, took advantage of the absence of Suetonius 
to stage an uprising against the harshness of Roman rule.

We will read the Latin extracts from the 1st century AD 
historian Tacitus and look at two main aspects. Firstly, we will 
consider the account as a piece of historical writing; secondly, 
there will be the chance to find out about the background to 
Boudica’s rebellion and the situation in the Roman province of 
Britain in the 1st century AD.
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Mathematics
Sixth Form pupils often comment on how hard they find  
A level mathematics in comparison to their IGCSE courses. 
The unique circumstances in 2020 give us the opportunity to 
help prepare Hundred pupils for this transition. Rather than 
beginning the A level scheme of work, we will aim to foster the 
maths-specific independent study skills and subject knowledge 
required to better equip pupils to hit the ground running at 
the beginning of the Lower Sixth.

The course will be divided into three units: the first developing 
subject knowledge, the second improving independent study, 
the third fostering mathematical fluency.

Unit 1: GCSE but not IGCSE – Weeks 1 and 2

There are some areas of GCSE mathematics that are not 
included in the IGCSE course we study at Marlborough. 
Nevertheless, it will be useful to be introduced to them before 
September. Beaks will deliver four stand-alone lessons each 
concentrating on one of these areas.

Unit 2 : Independent Investigation – Weeks 3 and 4

The ability to explore an unstructured mathematical problem 
without assistance is a key skill required during A level exams. 
During the middle fortnight, pupils will tackle an open-ended 
question and produce an individual report summarising their 
findings. There’ll be a prize for the best investigation.

Unit 3: Bridging the Gap – Weeks 5, 6, and 7

At the end of IGCSE papers we find the hard questions, involving 
several lines of algebra, that few pupils answer correctly.  
This algebra, however, is the bread and butter of A level 
maths, so the final fortnight of the course will concentrate  
on solidifying the skills which will soon be found.

Music
This course aims to develop the skills required for success in 
Music A level, particularly focussing on the wider listening and 
context responses which appear in the written paper. This will 
be delivered to pupils in two main subject areas - Composition 
/ composition techniques and contextualising, with wider 
listening for film and popular music. 

Composition module

This module will focus on the technique of composing for 
voice. It will also encapsulate harmonic writing, advanced 
Sibelius techniques (underlaying text, phrasing, etc.), writing 
well for melody and accompaniment, approaches to text, etc. 
First lesson will be listening and appraising, with a discussion 
about approaches to text, etc. then the remaining lessons will 
be composition using Sibelius on their home computers. 

Assessment & Feedback: A mark will be given for the final 
piece and weekly feedback will help to guide their progress.

Harmony module

Pupils will look at the basics of harmony in an introductory 
format, prior to taking on Bach chorales. Foundational 
knowledge will be built through the composition course, 
rather than using distinct chorale exercises.

Assessment & Feedback: Exercises will be marked, targets for 
improvement given alongside comments for improvement. 

Context and wider listening module

Lessons will focus on following the history and development 
of both the film music genre and Popular music between 1950 
and 2000. Pupils will aim to produce an in-depth pamphlet on 
both subject areas, to give them a good head-start before the 
beginning of the Lower Sixth. These can be shared with any 
new Lower Sixth members. 

Assessment & Feedback: Each subject area will be researched, 
written and then marked with comments for expanding and 
improving the material. 

Music Technology
Pupils will produce an individual product based on material 
synthesised in group sessions during Week 1 (teacher 
demonstration). 

Product should utilise:

Recorded sound; basic sampling and sample manipulation; 
sequenced material; modulation effects; and bus sends. 
Participants will be required to produce a stereo wav file for 
submission, with basic mastering/limiting applied. 

Techniques will be supported by Component 3 style listening 
tests, delivered via Microsoft Forms. Learning will be embedded 
by applying each technique to the product for submission. 
Projects will be reviewed on an ongoing basis by DCW. 
Projects will be submitted for peer review in the final week of 
the course. 

In addition to taught sessions, pupils will require 50% (est. 
five hours per week) independent learning time to work on 
projects. 

Requirements: pupils will require access to DAW software. 
Logic Pro X is currently offering a 90 day free trial version, 
which will be most appropriate for the course, however 
GarageBand, Reaper (free), FL Studio, Cubase (free trial 
versions) or ProTools are acceptable alternatives. In addition, 
pupils will require access to high quality audio monitoring 
hardwear – either flat response headphones (not earbud) or 
stereo speakers. 
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Physics
The aim of the MC IX programme is twofold: to ease the 
transition from GCSE to A level, which pupils often note 
can be quite steep, and to engage pupils’ enthusiasm for 
Physics. We will not begin the A level scheme of work, rather 
we will focus on problem solving skills, modelling, advanced 
experimental skills and introducing more advanced interesting 
Physics topics.

Module 1 – Problem Solving

Pupils will be introduced to the joy of problem solving, 
starting with how to quickly estimate the answers to quite 
complex problems, then moving on to more formal problem-
solving techniques, which they will use to investigate everyday 
phenomena.

Module 2 – Modelling

Pupils will be introduced to the power of modelling complex 
situations using Excel. Once this skill has been mastered, 
they will be introduced to video analysis as a means of taking 
accurate measurements, and will compare the real world to 
their modelled data.

Module 3 – Interesting Physics

Pupils will be introduced to a wide range of physical 
phenomena that they have not come across before during 
formal teaching. This will be a whistle stop tour of the more 
interesting areas of the subject, and is designed to rouse pupils’ 
curiosity about Physics.

Module 4 – Measurement Skills

Calculating what should happen is all very well, but we can 
take accurate measurements of the world around them, we can 
never compare reality to theory. This module teaches pupils 
how to take the best measurements possible, and how to 
understand the limits of their measuring equipment.

Politics
This seven week course will provide pupils who have opted 
to take the Politics A-level in September 2020 with a basic 
overview and understanding of key concepts that are covered 
in the A level course 

Week 1:

• Democracy, elections and voting in the UK. 

  This will explore different definitions of democracy, 
outline the various electoral systems and investigate trends 
in voting behaviour.

Week 2:

•  National, local, regional and devolved government.

  This will look at the separation of powers and how 
devolution has changed the political landscape in the last 
20 years by looking at the Scottish parliament and the 
Welsh assembly.

Week 3:

•  British Constitution.

  This will introduce pupils to the fundamental reasons for 
a constitution and how in the UK we are unique in having 
an unwritten one.

Week 4:

•  The role of the media and free press.

  This will consider how and whether the media creates and 
shapes political opinion or whether it simply reflects the 
prevailing political views.

Week 5:

•  Politics beyond the UK.

  During this week we will look at the politics of the EU, 
why the UK left it and to what extent the UK still has a 
special relationship with the USA.

Week 6:

•  Citizenship participation in democracy and society.

  During this week we will look at what it means to be a 
good citizen and how that impacts on the relationship 
between the individual and the state.

Week 7:

•  Conclusion and Review.

  This final week of the course we will consolidate and 
review everything we have learnt over the term.
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Psychology
During the seven-week programme, pupils will be introduced 
to some of the most important and indeed, interesting, areas 
of Psychology.

They will leave with the knowledge of; how the brain works; 
the teenage brain; Forensic Psychology; the Psychology of 
Gambling and much, much more! 

We will be looking at cutting edge research, alongside a guided 
tour of the history of some of the most important thinkers 
that have shaped our understanding of the human mind. We 
will be discussing and analysing how teenagers have a unique 
view of the world, and they will gain a deeper insight into how 
their brain works at this moment in time and how that differs 
from everyone else around them! We will also be analysing 
the role of sleep and its effects on the body and mind, as well 
as giving them an excellent grounding in the psychology of 
addiction; with particular focus on gaming, social media and 
gambling.

This course is ideally for those who are thinking of studying 
Psychology at A level.

Religious Studies
Post-exeat, the Religious Studies and Philosophy department 
will offer courses aimed at preparing pupils for a successful and 
highly interesting course in Philosophy, Ethics and Religion.

The programme will be tailored by class beaks to match their 
strengths and provide pupils with the best opportunity to 
prepare for the exciting challenge of Philosophy in the Sixth 
Form. 

Beaks will choose three from the following modules:

Module 1: The Trolley Problem and Beyond.

In this module, pupils will have the chance to consider some of 
the big moral dilemmas of our age and will have the chance to 
consider their own views on questions like: Covid 19: the cure 
must not be worse than the disease”.

Module 2: The BIG questions in Philosophy

In this module, the big questions about reality will be 
considered; is there a life after death? Could God create a 
stone that is so heavy he cannot lift? How can we be certain of 
anything.

Module 3: What have the Greeks ever done for us?

In this module, pupils will have the chance to look at the 
contributions made by great thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle 
and Socrates to the history of philosophy.

Module 4: Help! I Kant tell right from wrong!

In this module, pupils will look at two of the biggest thinkers 
who have tried to give us guidance on how we should behave; 
Immanuel Kant and Jeremy Bentham.

Module 5: Can I trust my senses?

In this module, pupils will have the chance to consider how we 
can know what we think they we know and how reliable our 
sensory data can be. Big name scholars such as Descartes.

Module 6: Ethics in the real world

In this module we will look at some highly controversial and 
interesting ethical disputes live in the world today; wars, 
disease, medical ethics, giving to charity, the environmental 
crisis, capitalism will all be part of the debate.

Russian
This course will seek to begin to bridge the gap between 
GCSE and A level Russian. For those pupils who have 
decided to study Russian into the Sixth Form and for those 
who are, as yet, undecided, this course will enrich and extend 
their knowledge of the language. It will be predominantly 
language-based, but there will be some elements of film and 
literature too, in order to prepare for these demands in the 
Sixth Form.

Topics

1.  Study of some more complex Russian grammar: noun and 
adjective endings; groups of verbs; prepositions and the 
cases governing them.

2.  Introduction to new language skills required at A level 
(particularly translation into Russian and into English).

3.  Introduction to Russian cinema.

4.  Pupils will be asked to research and write up an aspect of 
both Russian current affairs and period of Russian history.

5.  One of the above will be developed into a presentation in 
Russian.
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Spanish
The aim of the MC IX course in Spanish is to give those pupils 
who have chosen or might still choose to study Spanish and 
A level the opportunity to enrich, extend and broaden their 
knowledge, skills and understanding in the subject beyond 
IGCSE level. An additional aim is to promote the adoption  
of appropriate working habits and the development of key 
skills. As such, it will serve as an introductory course to the 
Sixth Form. 

Course structure 2 x periods (1 hour each) per week, over seven 
weeks (total 14 lessons). 

Preps will be set following the existing prep timetable. Each 
prep will be a double time prep, as per the overall structure of 
the MC IX course. 

The MC IX course does not include any additional oral 
classes. The course will run along parallel lines in both Block 
1 and Block 3 of the current Hundred timetable. All current 
Hundred Spanish beaks will be involved in teaching the  
course, remaining in their current timetable blocks. Beaks are:  
Block 1: MDA, AHDT; Block 3: MDA, SCC, AHDT.




