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How does the challenge work?  

You need to read 10 books from this collection by 

the end of Summer Term 2023. 

Every time you finish a book from the list, let us know 

and we’ll record your progress.  

Once you have read 10 books and conquered the 

Everest Reading Challenge, you win a place for you 

and a friend on a reward trip to Pizza Hut & 

Cineworld in June! 





Books in this challenge 

This is the complete list of Base Camp challenge books. There’s 

more information about all the books in the following pages. Don’t 

forget, you can also read up to 2 books of your own choice 

towards the challenge total.  

 Ace of Spades/Faridah Abike-

Iyimide 

 Children of Blood and Bone/Tomi 

Adeyemi 

 The Dark Lady/Akala 

 Simon VS. The Homo Sapiens 

Agenda/Becky Albertalli 

 Little Women/Louisa May Alcott 

 The Electric Kingdom/David 

Arnold  

 Emma/Jane Austen 

 In Paris With You/Clementine 

Beauvais  

 Chasing the Stars/Malorie 

Blackman 

 It’s not the end of the world – Judy 

Blume 

 Fahrenheit 451/Ray Bradbury 

 Alone/David J. Brazier 

 Jane Eyre/Charlotte Bronte 

 Red Rising/Pierce Brown 

 Wranglestone/Darren Charlton  

 The Perks of Being a Wallflower/

Stephen Chbosky 

 And Then There Were None/

Agatha Christie 

 The ABC Murders/Agatha Christie 

 Sharpe’s Tiger/Bernard Cornwell 

 

 Moonrise/Sarah Crossan 

 The Stranded/Sarah Daniels  

 Guard your heart/Sue Divin 

 A Study in Scarlet/Arthur Conan 

Doyle 

 My Family and Other Animals/

Gerald Durrell 

 Monsters/Emerald Fennell 

 All the money in the world/Sarah 

Moore Fitzgerald 

 Casino Royale/Ian Fleming 

 We are inevitable/Gayle Forman 

 The Diary of a Young Girl/Anne 

Frank 

 Flashman/George MacDonald 

Fraser 

 Lord of the Flies/William Golding 

 Gone/Michael Grant 

 Looking for Alaska/John Green 

 Brighton Rock/Graham Greene 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night-Time/Mark Haddon 

 Chains/Laurie Halse Anderson 

 The Lie Tree/Frances Hardinge 

 Fatherland/Robert Harris 

 I Am Not a Number/Lisa 

Heathfield 

 The Woman in Black/Susan Hill 



 After the Fire/Will Hill 

 The Outsiders/S.E. Hinton 

 The Kite Runner/Khaled Hosseini 

 Beasts of No Nation/Uzodinma 

Iweala 

 I Have No Secrets/Penny Joelson 

 When the World Was Ours/Liz 

Kessler 

 Mark My Words /Muhammed 

Khan 

 Into Thin Air/Jon Krakauer 

 Splinters of sunshine/Patrice 

Lawrence 

 To Kill a Mockingbird/Harper Lee 

 Five Feet Apart/Rachael Lippincott 

 The crossing/Manjeet Mann 

 Life of Pi/ Yann Martel 

 The Road/Cormac McCarthy 

 The supreme lie/Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

 Burning Midnight/Will McIntosh 

 Truth or Dare/Sophie Mckenzie  

 The Night Circus/Erin 

Morgenstern 

 A Monster Calls/Patrick Ness 

 Sleeping Giants/Sylvian Neuvel 

 Things a Bright Girl Can Do/Sally 

Nicholls 

 Only Ever Yours/ Louise O’Neill 

 Delirium/Lauren Oliver 

 1984/George Orwell  

 Loveless/Alice Oseman 

 Wonder/R.J. Palacio 

 Eragon/Christopher Paolini 

 Keeper/Mal Peet 

 Northern Lights/Philip Pullman 

 Lock the doors/Vincent Ralph 

 Mortal Engines/Philip Reeve 

 Long Way Down/Jason Reynolds 

and Chris Priestley 

 The Great Godden/Meg Rosoff 

 If I Was Your Girl/ Meredith Russo 

 Hold Back the Tide/Melinda 

Salisbury 

 The Catcher in the Rye/JD Salinger 

 The Girls I’ve Been/Tess Sharpe 

 The Boxer/Nikesh Shukla 

 Game Changer – Neal Shusterman 

 Scythe/Neal Shusterman 

 The Complete Maus/Art 

Spiegelman 

 Of Mice and Men/John Steinbeck 

 DR. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde/Robert 

Louis Stevenson 

 The Wall/William Sutcliffe 

 The Hate U Give/Angie Thomas 

 The Hobbit/J.R.R. Tolkien 

 Spud/John Van De Ruit 

 Crongton Knights/Alex Wheatle 

 Cane Warriors/Alex Wheatle 

 Carry on Jeeves/P.G. Wodehouse 

 The Day of the Triffids/John 

Wyndham 

 The Sun is Also a Star/Nicola Yoon 

 Here lies the secret/Emma Young 

 I am Malala/Malala Yousafzai 

 Refugee Boy/Benjamin Zephaniah 

 Punching the Air/Ibi Zoboi & Yusef 

Salaam  



What’s in this book? 

Look out for these icons which will tell you the main themes of 

the books in this challenge:   

 

Murder, Death,  

Violence 

 

Fantasy, Magic 

 
Romance, Love,   

Relationships 

 

Crime, Gangs 

 
Science Fiction,    

Future, Space 

 

Horror, 

Supernatural 

 
Mystery, Detective, 

Spies 

 

Dystopia, Post-

Apocalypse 

 

High Society 

 

Classic,                

Modern Classic 

 
Action, Adventure, 

Suspense 

 

Gender, Sexuality, 

Identity  

 

Historical 

 

 Humour, Comedy 

 Life Stories, Diaries 

 

 Race 

 

 War, Conflict 

 Growing Up,  

Friendships,  

Adolescence 





Ace of Spades/Faridah Abike-Iyimide  

Welcome to Niveus Private Academy, where money paves the 

hallways, and the students are never less than perfect. Until now. 

Because anonymous texter, Aces, is revealing the darkest secrets of 

two students. Talented musician Devon buries himself in rehearsals, 

but he can't escape the spotlight when his private photos go public. 

Head girl Chiamaka isn't afraid to get what she wants, but soon 

everyone will know the price she has paid for power. 

 

Someone is out to get them both. Someone who holds all the aces. 

And they're planning much more than a high-school game… 

 

Ace of Spades is Gossip Girl meets Get Out, with a shocking twist. 

Buried secrets come to light when two students are targeted by an 

anonymous bully with an explosive agenda.  

The Dark Lady/Akala 

A pickpocket with an exceptional gift. 

A prisoner of extraordinary value. 

An orphan haunted by dreams of the mysterious dark lady. 

 

Henry is an orphan, an outsider, a thief. He is also a fifteen-year-old 

invested with magical powers... 

 

This brilliant, at times brutal, first novel from the amazing 

imagination that is Akala, will glue you to your seat as you are 

hurled into a time when London stank and boys like Henry were 

forced to find their own route through the tangled streets and out 

the other side. 

Children of Blood and Bone/Tomi Adeyemi 

Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. 

When different clans ruled – Burners igniting flames, Tiders 

beckoning waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoning forth souls. 

But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the 

orders of a ruthless king, anyone with powers was targeted and 

killed. Now only a few people remain with the power to use magic, 

and they must remain hidden. 

 

Zélie is one such person. Now she has a chance to bring back magic 

to her people and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a 

rogue princess, Zélie must learn to harness her powers and outrun 

the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good. 



Little Women/Louisa May Alcott 

Grown-up Meg, tomboyish Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. The 

four March sisters couldn't be more different. But with their father 

away at war, and their mother working to support the family, they 

have to rely on one another. Whether they're putting on a play, 

forming a secret society, or celebrating Christmas, there's one thing 

they can't help wondering: Will Father return home safely?  

The Electric Kingdom/David Arnold 

When a deadly Fly Flu sweeps the globe, it leaves a shell of the 

world that once was. Among the survivors are eighteen-year-old 

Nico and her dog, on a voyage devised by Nico's father to find a 

mythical portal; a young artist named Kit, raised in an old abandoned 

cinema; and the enigmatic Deliverer, who lives Life after Life in an 

attempt to put the world back together. As swarms of infected Flies 

roam the earth, these few survivors navigate the woods of post-

apocalyptic New England, meeting others along the way, each on 

their own quest to find life and love in a world gone dark.   

Simon VS. The Homo Sapiens Agenda/ 

Becky Albertalli 

Straight people should have to come out too. And the more 

awkward it is, the better... 

 

Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and what 

he's looking for, but when one of his emails to the very distracting 

Blue falls into the wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated. 

Because for Simon, falling for Blue is not just a big deal… it's a holy 

freaking huge awesome deal.  



Emma/Jane Austen 

Beautiful, clever, rich - and single - Emma Woodhouse is perfectly 

content with her life and sees no need for either love or marriage. 

Nothing, however, delights her more than interfering in the 

romantic lives of others. But when she ignores the warnings of her 

good friend Mr. Knightley and attempts to arrange a suitable match 

for her protégée Harriet Smith, her carefully laid plans soon unravel 

and have consequences that she never expected. 

 

With its imperfect but charming heroine and its witty and subtle 

exploration of relationships, Emma is often seen as Jane Austen's 

most flawless work.  

Chasing the Stars/Malorie Blackman 

Olivia and her twin brother, Aidan, are heading alone back to Earth 

following the virus that completely wiped out the rest of their crew, 

and their family, in its entirety. Nathan's ship is heading in the 

opposite direction. But on the journey it is attacked. Only a few 

survive. Their lives unexpectedly collide.  

 

Nathan and Olivia are instantly attracted to each other, deeply, head 

over heels. But not everyone is pleased. Surrounded by rumours, 

deception, even murder, is it possible to live out a happy-ever-

after...? 

In Paris With You/Clementine Beauvais  

Because their story didn't end at the right time, in the right place, 

because they let their feelings go to waste, it was written, I think, 

that Eugene and Tatiana would find each other ten years later, 

one morning in winter, under terra firma on the Meteor, Line 14 

(magenta) of the Paris metro. 

 

Eugene and Tatiana could have fallen in love. If things had gone 

differently. But time has found them far apart, leading separate lives. 

 

Until they meet once more in Paris... 



Alone/David J. Brazier 

The trip of a lifetime - that’s what it was supposed to be, paid for 

with money Gran left thirteen-year old Sam in her will, but when 

the small plane taking Sam and his Dad back to the airport crashes 

in the jungle, Sam is left alone and terrified. 

 

As time passes with no sign of rescue, Sam grows weaker and has to 

dig deep to find levels of resolve and resourcefulness he never knew 

he had in order to survive. 

 

Desperate and close to giving up, Sam’s spirits are lifted by the 

arrival of an otter cub whose companionship and loyalty give Sam 

the strength he needs to keep going. But when disaster strikes, Sam 

has to make the hardest decision of his life. Can Sam save his friend 

and make it out of the jungle alive?  

Fahrenheit 451/Ray Bradbury 

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are 

forbidden, being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even so, 

Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are books 

hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, 

armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is ready to 

track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and read 

books. 

 

The classic novel of a post-literate future, Fahrenheit 451 stands 

alongside Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New World as a 

prophetic account of Western civilization's enslavement by the 

media, drugs and conformity. 

It’s Not the End of the World/Judy Blume 

Karen's parents have always argued, and lately they've been getting 

worse. But when her father announces that they're going to get 

divorced, it seems as if Karen's whole world will fall apart. Her 

brother, Jeff, blames their mum. Her kid sister, Amy, asks impossible 

questions and is scared that everyone she loves is going to leave. 

Karen just wants her parents to get back together. Gradually, she 

learns that this isn't going to happen - and realizes that divorce is 

not the end of the world.  



Jane Eyre/Charlotte Bronte 

Orphaned Jane Eyre grows up in the home of her heartless aunt, 

where she endures loneliness and cruelty at a charity school with a 

harsh regime. This troubled childhood strengthens Jane’s natural 

independence and spirit – which proves necessary when she takes a 

position as a governess at Thornfield Hall. But when she finds love 

with her sardonic employer, Mr Rochester, the discovery of his 

terrible secret forces her to make a choice. 

 

A Victorian gothic must-read: will Jane stay true to her convictions, 

even if it means losing the man she loves?  

Wranglestone/Darren Charlton  

In a post-apocalyptic America, a community survives in a national 

park, surrounded by water that keeps the Dead at bay. But when 

winter comes, there’s nothing to stop them from crossing the ice. 

 

Then homebody Peter puts the camp in danger by naively allowing a 

stranger to come ashore and he’s forced to leave the community of 

Wranglestone. Now he must help rancher Cooper, the boy he’s 

always watched from afar, herd the Dead from their shores before 

the lake freezes over. 

 

But as love blossoms, a dark discovery reveals the sanctuary’s secret 

past. One that forces the pair to question everything they’ve ever 

known. 

Red Rising/Pierce Brown 

Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the color-coded 

society of the future. Like his fellow Reds, he was born to slave 

beneath the earth, believing that he and his people are making the 

surface of Mars liveable for future generations. 

 

But Darrow and his kind have been betrayed. Soon he discovers 

that humanity already reached the surface generations ago. Vast 

cities and sprawling parks spread across the planet. Darrow—and 

Reds like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent ruling 

class... 



The Perks of Being a Wallflower/ 

Stephen Chbosky 

Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the 

school, he is by no means popular. Shy, introspective, intelligent 

beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught 

between trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is 

attempting to navigate his way through uncharted territory: the 

world of first dates and mix-tapes, family dramas and new friends; 

the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, when all 

one requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel 

infinite.  

 

But Charlie can't stay on the sidelines forever. Standing on the 

fringes of life offers a unique perspective. But there comes a time to 

see what it looks like from the dance floor. 

The ABC Murders/Agatha Christie 

Murder is a very simple crime. But at the hands of a maniac, a serial 

killer, it becomes a very complicated business. 

 

The 1930s is a time when the nation is dangerously divided and 

suspicion and hatred are on the rise. In the midst of this, Poirot 

faces a serial killer known only as A.B.C. First the killer strikes in 

Andover, then Bexhill. As the murder count rises, the only clue is 

the copy of The ABC Railway Guide at each crime scene. Poirot’s 

investigations are thwarted at every turn by an enemy determined 

to outsmart him. If Poirot is to match his nemesis then everything 

about him will be called into question: his authority, his integrity, his 

past, his identity. 

And Then There Were None/Agatha Christie 

1939. Europe teeters on the brink of war. Ten strangers are invited 

to Soldier Island, an isolated rock near the Devon coast. Cut off 

from the mainland, with their generous hosts Mr and Mrs U.N. 

Owen mysteriously absent, they are each accused of a terrible 

crime. When one of the party dies suddenly they realise they may 

be harbouring a murderer among their number.  

 

The 10 strangers include a reckless playboy, a troubled Harley 

Street doctor, a formidable judge, an uncouth detective, an 

unscrupulous mercenary, a God-fearing spinster, two restless 

servants, a highly decorated general and an anxious secretary. One 

by one they are picked off. Who will survive? And who is the killer?  



Sharpe’s Tiger/Bernard Cornwell 

Richard Sharpe avoids the tyrannical Sergeant Obadiah Hakeswill 

and endeavours to rescue a British officer from under the nose of 

the Tippoo of Mysore. 

 

But in fleeing Hakeswill, Sharpe enters the exotic and dangerous 

world of the Tippoo. An adventure that will require all of his wits 

just to stay alive, let alone save the British army from catastrophe. 

 

Soldier, hero, rogue – Sharpe is the man you always want on your 

side. Born in poverty, he joined the army to escape jail and climbed 

the ranks by sheer brutal courage. He knows no other family than 

the regiment of the 95th Rifles whose green jacket he proudly 

wears. 

The Stranded/Sarah Daniels 

Welcome to the Arcadia. 

 

Once a luxurious cruise ship, now it is home to the stranded. For 

forty years, they have lived, and died, on the water. 

 

A place of extreme haves and have-nots, gangs and make-shift 

shelters, its people are tyrannized by a country they can see but 

can't get to. A country that says it doesn't want them. 

 

Esther is a loyal citizen, working flat-out for a rare chance to live a 

life on land. Nik is a rebel, intent on liberating the Arcadia once and 

for all. 

 

Together, they will change the future... 

Moonrise/Sarah Crossan 

They think I hurt someone.  

But I didn't. You hear? 

Cos people are gonna be telling you 

all kinds of lies. 

I need you to know the truth. 

 

Joe hasn't seen his brother for ten years, and it's for the most brutal 

of reasons. Ed is on death row. But now Ed's execution date has 

been set, and Joe is determined to spend those last weeks with him, 

no matter what other people think... From Carnegie Medal winning 

author Sarah Crossan, this poignant, stirring, huge-hearted novel 

asks big questions. What value do you place on life? What can you 

forgive? And just how do you say goodbye? 



Guard Your Heart/Sue Divan 

Derry. Summer 2016. Aidan and Iona, now eighteen, were both 

born on the day of the Northern Ireland peace deal. Aidan is 

Catholic, Irish, and Republican. Iona, Protestant and British, has a 

brother and father in the police. At a post-exam party, Aidan 

wanders alone across the Peace Bridge and becomes the victim of a 

brutal sectarian attack. Iona witnessed the attack; picked up Aidan’s 

phone and filmed what happened, and gets in touch with him to 

return the phone. When the two meet, alone and on neutral 

territory, the differences between them seem insurmountable. 

Despite their differences and the secrets they have to keep from 

each other, there is mutual intrigue, and their friendship grows. It’s 

not the Troubles. But for both Iona and Aidan it seems like 

everything is keeping them apart , when all they want is to be 

together... 

My Family and Other Animals/Gerald Durrell 

Escaping the ills of the British climate, the Durrell family - acne-

ridden Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding 

naturalist Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger 

the dog - take off for the island of Corfu. 

 

But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various 

villas with a menagerie of local fauna - among them scorpions, 

geckos, toads, bats and butterflies. 

 

Recounted with immense humour and charm My Family and Other 

Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical childhood.  

A Study in Scarlet/Arthur Conan Doyle 

Convalescing in London after a disastrous experience of war in 

Afghanistan, Dr John Watson finds himself sharing rooms with his 

enigmatic new acquaintance, Sherlock Holmes. But their quiet 

bachelor life at 221B Baker Street is soon interrupted by the grisly 

discovery of a dead man in a grimy house in south-east London, his 

face contorted by an expression of horror and hatred such as 

Watson has never seen before. On the wall, the word rache - 

German for 'revenge' - is written in blood, yet there are no wounds 

on the victim or signs of a struggle. Watson's head is in a whirl, but 

the formidable Holmes relishes this challenge to his deductive 

powers, and so begins their famous investigative partnership 



Monsters/Emerald Fennell 

Set in the Cornish town of Fowey, all is not as idyllic and beautiful as 

it seems. The body of a young woman is discovered in the nets of a 

fishing boat. It is established that the woman was murdered. Most 

are shocked and horrified. But there is somebody who is not - a 

twelve-year-old girl. She is delighted; she loves murders. Soon she is 

questioning the inhabitants of the town in her own personal 

investigation. But it is a bit boring on her own. Then Miles Giffard, a 

similarly odd twelve-year-old boy, arrives in Fowey with his mother, 

and they start investigating together. Oh, and also playing games that 

re-enact the murders. Just for fun, you understand...  

 

A blackly comic tale about two children you would never want to 

meet.  

Casino Royale/Ian Fleming 

In Casino Royale, the first of Fleming’s 007 adventures, a game of 

cards is James Bond's only chance to bring down the desperate 

SMERSH agent Le Chiffre.  

 

Le Chiffre is a businessman with expensive tastes, and SMERSH's 

chief operative in France. But as his dissolute lifestyle threatens to 

ruin him, his only hope is to risk his paymasters' money at the card 

table. James Bond, the finest gambler in the service, has a deadly 

new mission: to outplay Le Chiffre and shatter his Soviet cell. 

Amidst the opulence of Casino Royale, the two men face each other 

for a game with the highest stakes of all.  

 

Suspense, thrills, and danger abound as Bond takes on the sinister 

Soviet organisation, SMERSH. This is Bond at his most ruthless.  

All the Money in the World/Sarah Moore 

Fitzgerald 
Fifteen-year-old Penny longs for something better. Better than a 

small, damp flat. Better than her bullying classmates and 

uninterested teachers. Better than misery and poverty day in day 

out. 

 

An unlikely friendship and a huge sum of money promise a whole lot 

of new chances for Penny, and she realises that not only can she 

change her life, she can change herself. 

 

But at what cost?  



We Are Inevitable/Gayle Forman 

'I got this whole-body feeling . . . it was like a message from future me to 

present me, telling me that in some way we weren’t just bound to happen, 

that we had, in some sense, already happened. It felt . . . inevitable.' 

 

So far, the inevitable hasn’t worked out so well for Aaron Stein. 

While his friends have gone to college and moved on with their 

lives, Aaron’s been left behind in the Cascade Mountains of 

Washington State, running a failing bookshop with his dad, Ira. What 

he needs is a lucky break, the good kind of inevitable. 

 

And then he meets Hannah. Incredible Hannah – magical, musical, 

brave and clever. Could she be the answer? And could they – their 

relationship, their meeting –  possibly be the inevitable Aaron’s been 

waiting for?  

Flashman/George MacDonald Fraser 

Can a man be all bad? When Harry Flashman’s adventures as the 

reluctant secret agent in Afghanistan lead him to join the exclusive 

company of Lord Cardigan’s Hussars and play a part in the 

disastrous Retreat from Kabul, it culminates in the rascal’s finest – 

and most dishonest – turn. 

 

Coward, scoundrel, lover and cheat, but there is no better man to 

go into the jungle with. Join Flashman in his adventures as he 

survives fearful ordeals and outlandish perils across the four corners 

of the world.  

The Diary of a Young Girl/Anne Frank 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing the 

German occupation and persecution of the Jews, went into hiding in 

an Amsterdam warehouse. Over the next two years Anne vividly 

describes in her diary the frustrations of living in such close 

quarters, and her thoughts, feelings and longings as she grows up. 

Her diary ends abruptly when, in August 1944, their hiding place was 

discovered. 

 

An insight into daily life during one of the darkest periods of recent 

history, and a poignant and powerful record.  



Lord of the Flies/William Golding 

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a 

group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and wait to be rescued. 

By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue seas, 

but at night their dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying 

beast. 

 

Golding’s classic novel is a tragic twist on the desert island survival 

tale: at first the boys try to cooperate, sharing out duties and 

establishing rules, but before long rivalries emerge and order begins 

to break down, with tragic and brutal consequences.  

Looking for Alaska/John Green 

“In the dark beside me, she smelled of sweat and sunshine and 

vanilla and on that thin-mooned night I could see little more than 

her silhouette, but even in the dark, I could see her eyes – fierce 

emeralds. And beautiful.” 

 

BEFORE. Miles Halter’s whole life has been one big non-event until 

he starts at anything-but-boring Culver Creek Boarding School and 

meets Alaska Young. Gorgeous, clever, funny and utterly fascinating 

she pulls Miles into her world, launches him into a new life, and 

steals his heart. But when tragedy strikes, and Miles comes face-to-

face with death he discovers the value of living and loving 

unconditionally. 

 

AFTER: Nothing will ever be the same. 

Gone/Michael Grant 

In the blink of an eye all the adults disappear in a small town in 

southern California and no one knows why. 

 

Cut off from the outside world, those that are left are trapped, and 

there’s no help on the way. Sam Temple and his friends must do all 

they can to survive. Chaos rules the streets. Gangs begin to form. 

Sides are chosen – strong or weak. Cruel or humane. And then 

there are those who begin to develop powers... 



Brighton Rock/Graham Greene 

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. 

Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has killed a man. 

Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared for the 

courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller, 

exposes a world of loneliness and fear, of life lived on the 

'dangerous edge of things'. 

 

Exploring the underbelly of a British seaside town, this is the tale of 

the ruthless, razor-wielding Pinkie’s efforts to conceal a terrible 

crime. Both repulsive and captivating,  he is one of literature’s 

ultimate anti-heroes. 

Chains/Laurie Halse Anderson 

What would you risk to be free? It's 1776 and Isabel, Curzon, and 

Ruth have only ever known life as slaves. But now the young 

country of America is in turmoil—there are whisperings, then cries, 

of freedom from England spreading like fire, and with it is a whole 

new type of danger. For freedom being fought for one isn't 

necessarily freedom being fought for all… especially if you are a 

slave. But if an entire nation can seek its freedom, why can't they?  

 

As war breaks out, sides must be chosen, death is at every turn, and 

one question forever rings in their ears: Would you risk everything 

to be free?  

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-

Time/Mark Haddon 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder mystery 

novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is Christopher 

Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's Syndrome. He has 

never gone further than the end of the road on his own, but when 

he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a terrifying 

journey which will turn his whole world upside down.” 

 

Curious Incident is a heart-warming mystery, with a vivid and 

memorable narrator. A perfect book for looking at the world from 

a new and unique perspective.  



The Lie Tree/Frances Hardinge 

Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, 

and as she is searching through his belongings for clues she 

discovers a strange tree. The tree only grows healthy and bears fruit 

if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, will 

deliver a hidden truth to the person who consumes it. The bigger 

the lie, the more people who believe it, the bigger the truth that is 

uncovered. 

 

The girl realizes that she is good at lying and that the tree might 

hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to spread 

untruths far and wide across her small island community. But as her 

tales spiral out of control, she discovers that where lies seduce, 

truths shatter... 

I Am Not a Number/Lisa Heathfield 

The Traditionals have been voted to lead the country, winning 

people over with talks of healing a broken society, of stronger 

families and safer streets. They promised a happier future for 

everyone. They didn't promise this. 

 

When Ruby is swept up with protesters from the opposition, her 

life is changed forever. Locked in a prison camp far from home and 

with her belongings taken from her, she's now known by the 

number 276. With horror escalating in the camp, Ruby knows that 

she has to get her family out - and let the world know what's 

happening. 

 

Set in the present day, I Am Not A Number is a powerful and timely 

book for both young adults and adults alike. 

Fatherland/Robert Harris 

Fatherland is an alternative history tale that asks the question, what if 

Hitler had won? Set in 1964 in a Germany still under Nazi control, 

Xavier March, a Berlin police detective, stumbles across a 

conspiracy that could go all the way to the top of the German 

Reich. March joins forces with an American journalist, in a race to 

find and reveal the truth before the Gestapo can stop him. 

 

A gripping reimagining of history, and a suspense-filled thriller.  



The Woman in Black/Susan Hill 

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral 

of Mrs Alice Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, 

unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden behind the shuttered 

windows. The house stands at the end of a causeway, wreathed in 

fog and mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a wasted young 

woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of 

unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of 

the locals to talk of the woman in black - and her terrible purpose. 

 

A classic English ghost story: eerie and atmospheric—it will keep 

you on the edge of your seat right until the end. 

The Outsiders/S.E. Hinton 

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: 

greasers and socs. A soc has money, can get away with just about 

anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on 

the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his 

back. 

 

Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing 

to rumble against a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers--

until one terrible night when his friend Johnny kills a soc. The 

murder gets under Ponyboy's skin, causing his bifurcated world to 

crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc or 

a greaser. A classic tale of adolescent alienation, which examines the 

fear and violence, as well as the camaraderie and vulnerability, of 

being young.  

After the Fire/Will Hill 

The things I've seen are burned into me, like scars that refuse to 

fade. 

 

Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John 

likes rules. Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Because 

Father John knows the truth. He knows what is right, and what is 

wrong. He knows what is coming. 

 

Moonbeam is starting to doubt, though. She's starting to see the lies 

behind Father John's words. She wants him to be found out. 

 

What if the only way out of the darkness is to light a fire?  



The Kite Runner/Khaled Hosseini 

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the 

local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises 

to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to 

Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After 

the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to America, Amir 

realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban 

rule to find the one thing that his new world cannot grant him: 

redemption. 

 

A story of loss and the search for redemption, set against the 

backdrop of recent Afghan history; this is a powerful, poignant and 

riveting book. 

I Have No Secrets/Penny Joelson 

Jemma knows who did the murder. She knows because he told her. 

And she can't tell anyone. 

 

Fourteen-year-old Jemma has severe cerebral palsy. Unable to 

communicate or move, she relies on her family and carer for 

everything. She has a sharp brain and inquisitive nature, and knows 

all sorts of things about everyone. But when she is confronted with 

this terrible secret, she is utterly powerless to do anything. Though 

that might be about to change… 

 

A page-turning thriller seen through the eyes of a unique narrator, 

this is a truly original, heart-rending and compulsive book for young 

adult readers. Perfect for fans of Wonder and The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-time. 

Beasts of No Nation/Uzodinma Iweala 

Agu is just a boy when war arrives at his village. His mother and 

sister are rescued by the UN, while he and his father remain to fight 

the rebels. 'Run!' shouts his father when the rebels arrive. And Agu 

does run. Straight into the rebels' path. In a vivid, sparkling voice, 

Agu tells the story of what happens to him next. His story is 

shocking and painful, and completely unforgettable.  

 

Beasts of No Nation gives us an extraordinary portrait of the chaos 

and violence of war. It is a gripping and remarkable debut. 



When the World Was Ours/Liz Kessler 

Three friends. Two sides. One memory. 

 

Vienna. 1936. Three young friends – Leo, Elsa and Max – spend a 

perfect day together, unaware that around them Europe is 

descending into a growing darkness, and that events soon mean that 

they will be cruelly ripped apart from each other. With their lives 

taking them across Europe – to Germany, England, Prague and 

Poland – will they ever find their way back to each other? Will they 

want to?    

 

A powerful and heart-breaking novel about three childhood friends 

living during the Second World War whose fates are closely 

intertwined, even when their lives take very different courses.  

Into Thin Air/Jon Krakauer 

In March 1996, Outside magazine sent veteran journalist and 

seasoned climber Jon Krakauer on an expedition led by celebrated 

Everest guide Rob Hall. Despite the expertise of Hall and the other 

leaders, by the end of summit day, eight people were dead. 

Krakauer's book is at once the story of the ill-fated adventure and 

an analysis of the factors leading up to its tragic end.  

 

Written within months of the events it chronicles, Into Thin Air 

clearly evokes the majestic Everest landscape. As the journey up the 

mountain progresses, Krakauer puts it in context by recalling the 

triumphs and perils of other Everest trips throughout history. The 

author's own anguish over what happened on the mountain is 

palpable as he leads readers to ponder timeless questions.  

Mark My Words/Muhammed Khan 

Fifteen-year-old Dua Iqbal has always had trouble minding her own 

business. With a silver-tongue and an inquisitive nature, a career in 

journalism seems fated. When her school merges with another, Dua 

seizes her chance and sets up a rival newspaper, exposing the 

controversial stories that teachers and the kids who rule the school 

would rather keep buried. 

 

Dua's investigations are digging up things she shouldn't get involved 

with about family, friends and her community and as exams rattle 

towards her, she needs to make some hard decisions about when to 

leave things alone. But when she discovers that some kids at school 

are being blamed for selling drugs when the real perpetrator is right 

in front of their noses, she can't keep quiet any longer.  



Splinters of Sunshine/Patrice Lawrence 

I pick up the envelope... As I rip down the sides, there's loads of 

paper bursting out; stuck on flowers, dandelions, roses... 

 

Spey recently received two surprises. The first: his ex-prisoner dad 

turning up unannounced, and the second: a mysterious package 

containing torn-up paper flowers. 

 

Spey instantly recognises it as a collage he made with his old friend 

Dee, and decides she must be in danger, but there are no clues to 

her whereabouts. 

 

There's only one person he knows who can help to track her 

down... On a road trip like no other, will Spey and his dad find Dee, 

before it's too late?  

Five Feet Apart/Rachael Lippincott 

Stella Grant likes to be in control - even though her totally out of 

control lungs have sent her in and out of the hospital most of her 

life. At this point, what Stella needs to control most is keeping 

herself away from anyone or anything that might pass along an 

infection and jeopardize the possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet 

apart. No exceptions. The only thing Will Newman wants to be in 

control of is getting out of this hospital. He couldn’t care less about 

his treatments, or a fancy new clinical drug trial. Soon, he’ll turn 

eighteen and then he’ll be able to unplug all these machines and 

actually go see the world, not just its hospitals. Will’s exactly what 

Stella needs to stay away from. If he so much as breathes on Stella 

she could lose her spot on the transplant list. Either one of them 

could die. The only way to stay alive is to stay apart. But suddenly 

six feet doesn’t feel like safety. It feels like punishment... 

To Kill a Mockingbird/Harper Lee 

'Shoot all the blue jays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember 

it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.' 

 

A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird 

of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of 

a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper 

Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of adult 

attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. 

 

The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and 

hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. 

But the weight of history will only tolerate so much. 



The Crossing/Manjeet Mann 

The sea carries our pain. The stars carry our future. 

 

Natalie's world is falling apart. She's just lost her mum and her 

brother marches the streets of Dover full of hate and anger. 

Swimming is her only refuge. 

 

Sammy has fled his home and family in Eritrea for the chance of a 

new life in Europe. Every step he takes on his journey is a step into 

an unknown and unwelcoming future. 

 

A twist of fate brings them together and gives them both hope. But 

is hope enough to mend a broken world? 

The Road/Cormac McCarthy 

A beautiful and haunting novel about a boy and his father after the 

end of the world. They walk the road, searching for a place 

untouched by the desolation that marks the world around them. 

They will face hunger, the elements and worst of all other travellers. 

The man and his son try to keep the light of humanity alive, even in 

the face of the ever-present fear of roving bands of cannibals. 

 

This book asks if we can retain our humanity in the face of the 

ultimate test—survival. 

Life of Pi/Yann Martel 

This is a story about the nature of stories. Pi, a young boy from 

Pondicherry, India, sets sail on an adventure that will change his life. 

His family set out to move their zoo from India to America. A storm 

sinks their ship and most of the passengers drown. The only 

passengers to escape alive are Pi, a spotted hyena, an injured zebra, 

and an orangutan named Orange. Did I mention the fully grown 

Bengal tiger called Richard Parker? No? Oh, well he escapes too. 

The unlikely voyagers cling to a life raft as they fight for their very 

survival.  



The Supreme Lie/Geraldine McCaughrean 

Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, 

Madame Suprema. When the country is hit by unprecedented 

flooding, Madame Suprema runs away, fearing she will be blamed for 

the crisis. To cover up this cowardly act, Gloria is made to step into 

Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of corrupt and 

desperate politicians. As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying 

with her every move, she must take decisions that could save, or 

end, thousands of lives - including her own...  

Truth or Dare/Sophie McKenzie 

Fourteen-year-old Maya cannot believe she has to spend the 

summer with her grandmother, helping out at the family cosmetics 

firm. But things get much more exciting when she meets a 

community of activists who are campaigning against the dumping of 

chemical waste. Getting closer to one boy in particular, Bear, Maya 

is dared into joining one of their protest missions, but doesn't know 

that her grandmother's business is the target.  Someone has been 

lying about their environmentally-friendly products, and as danger 

threatens, Maya must uncover the truth or betray her family 

forever.  

Burning Midnight/Will McIntosh 

No one knows where the brilliant-coloured spheres came from. 

One day they were just there, hidden all over the earth like huge 

gemstones. Burn a pair and they make you a little better: an inch 

taller, skilled at maths, better-looking. The rarer the sphere, the 

greater the improvement - and the more expensive the sphere. 

 

When Sully meets Hunter, a girl with a natural talent for finding 

spheres, the two start searching together. What they find will 

change more than just their lives... Because the entire world fights 

over spheres, but no one knows why they're here or what their 

powers are… until now. 



The Night Circus/Erin Morgenstern 

The circus arrives without warning. It is simply there, when 

yesterday it was not. A sign hanging upon iron gates reads: 

Opens at Nightfall. Closes at Dawn. 

 

As dusk shifts to twilight, tiny lights begin to flicker all over the 

tents, as though the whole circus is covered in fireflies. When the 

tents are aglow, sparkling against the night sky, the sign lights up: Le 

Cirque des Rêves. The Circus of Dreams. 

 

The gates shudder and unlock, seemingly by their own volition. They 

swing outward, inviting the crowd inside. Now the circus is open. 

Now you may enter. 

 

Discover this amazing fantasy read with a different kind of magic. 

Sleeping Giants/Sylvian Neuvel 

Deadwood, USA. A girl sneaks out just before dark to ride her new 

bike. Suddenly, the ground disappears beneath her. Waking up at the 

bottom of a deep pit, she sees an emergency rescue team above 

her. The people looking down see something far stranger… 

 

That girl grows up to be Dr. Rose Franklyn, a brilliant scientist and 

the leading world expert on what she discovered. An enormous, 

ornate hand made of an exceptionally rare metal, which predates all 

human civilisation on the continent. An object whose origins and 

purpose are perhaps the greatest mystery humanity has ever faced.  

 

But what if we were meant to find it? And what happens when this 

vast, global puzzle is complete...? 

A Monster Calls/Patrick Ness 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first 

fell ill, ever since she started the treatments that don't quite seem to 

be working. But tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's 

a visitor at his window. It’s ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And 

it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the 

truth. 

 

Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the late, award-winning writer 

Siobhan Dowd and weaves an extraordinary and heart-breaking tale 

of mischief, healing, and above all, the courage it takes to survive.  



Things a Bright Girl Can Do/Sally Nicholls 

Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing 

prison cells and the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three 

courageous young women join the fight for the vote. 

 

Evelyn is 17, and though she is rich and clever, she may never be 

allowed to follow her older brother to university. Enraged, she joins 

the Suffragettes, and vows to pay the ultimate price for women's 

freedom. May is 15, and already sworn to the cause, though she and 

her fellow Suffragists refuse violence. When she meets Nell, a girl 

who's grown up in hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together, the 

two girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women have 

their place. But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, May and 

Nell more than they ever could believe. As war looms, just how 

much are they willing to sacrifice?  

Delirium/Lauren Oliver 

They say that the cure for love will make me happy and safe forever. 

And I've always believed them. 

 

Until now. 

 

Now everything has changed. Now, I'd rather be infected with love 

for the tiniest sliver of a second than live a hundred years suffocated 

by a lie. 

 

There was a time when love was the most important thing in the 

world. People would go to the end of the earth to find it. They 

would tell lies for it. Even kill for it. 

 

Then, at last, they found the cure.  

Only Ever Yours/ Louise O’Neill 

In Louise O'Neill's world of Only Every Yours women are no longer 

born naturally, girls (called "eves") are raised in Schools and trained 

in the arts of pleasing men until they come of age. Freida and Isabel 

are best friends. Now, aged sixteen and in their final year, they 

expect to be selected as companions--wives to powerful men. All 

they have to do is ensure they stay in the top ten beautiful girls in 

their year. The alternatives--life as a concubine, or a chastity 

(teaching endless generations of girls)--are too horrible to 

contemplate. 

 

But as the intensity of final year takes hold, the pressure to be 

perfect mounts. Isabel starts to self-destruct, putting her beauty--her 

only asset--in peril. And then into this sealed female environment, 

the boys arrive, eager to choose a bride.  



1984/George Orwell  

George Orwell’s masterpiece, 1984, transports us to a very 

different world. An authoritarian dictatorship, led by Big Brother, 

monitors the citizens of Oceania. Winston Smith works at the 

Ministry of Truth. His job? To edit history,  making people disappear 

from pictures and history books. 

 

He becomes obsessed with the true past, records anti-party 

thoughts in his diary and falls in love with a co-worker. All crimes.  

Will Big Brother catch him out or can he fight the system from 

within? 

Wonder/R.J. Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary 

things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - 

inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 

screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 

they go. Born with a facial abnormality, Auggie is about to be sent to 

a real school for the first time in his life, and he’s dreading it. 

 

Told from a number of perspectives including Auggie’s, Wonder is a 

sensitively told tale about what it’s like to be different, the cruelty 

that it often inspires, and the importance of empathy and kindness.  

Loveless/Alice Oseman 

It was all sinking in. I’d never had a crush on anyone. No boys, no 

girls, not a single person I had ever met. What did that mean? 

Georgia has never been in love, never kissed anyone, never even 

had a crush –  but as a fanfic-obsessed romantic she’s sure she’ll find 

her person one day. As she starts university with her best friends, 

Pip and Jason, in a whole new town far from home, Georgia’s ready 

to find romance, and with her outgoing roommate on her side and a 

place in the Shakespeare Society, her ‘teenage dream’ is in sight. But 

when her romance plan wreaks havoc amongst her friends, Georgia 

ends up in her own comedy of errors, and she starts to question 

why love seems so easy for other people but not for her. With new 

terms thrown at her – asexual, aromantic –  Georgia is more 

uncertain about her feelings than ever. Is she destined to remain 

loveless? Or has she been looking for the wrong thing all along? 

   



Eragon/Christopher Paolini 

When Eragon finds a polished stone in the forest, he thinks it is the 

lucky discovery of a poor farm boy; perhaps it will buy his family 

meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, 

Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as 

the Empire itself. 

 

Overnight his simple life is shattered and he is thrust into a perilous 

new world of destiny, magic and power. With only an ancient sword 

and the advice of an old storyteller for guidance, Eragon and the 

fledgling dragon must navigate the dangerous terrain and dark 

enemies of an Empire ruled by a king whose evil knows no bounds. 

Can Eragon take up the mantle of the legendary Dragon Riders? The 

fate of the Empire may rest in his hands...  

Northern Lights/Philip Pullman 

"Without this child, we shall all die." 

 

Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild and carefree 

among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits 

her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans 

reign and ice-bears fight. Her extraordinary journey will have 

immeasurable consequences far beyond her own world… 

Keeper/Mal Peet 

The award-winning first novel from Carnegie Medal-winning Mal 

Peet introduces legendary sports journalist Paul Faustino and the 

haunting tale of the world's greatest goalkeeper: the man they call El 

Gato,"the Cat". 

 

As Paul interviews El Gato, the World Cup stands on the table 

between them. In the hours that follow, El Gato tells his incredible 

story – how he, a poor logger's son, learns to become a World Cup

-winning goalkeeper so good he is almost unbeatable. And the most 

remarkable part of this story is the man who teaches him: the 

mysterious Keeper, who haunts a football pitch at the heart of the 

claustrophobic rainforest...  



Lock the Doors/Vincent Ralph 

Tom's family have moved into their dream home. But pretty soon 

he starts to notice that something is very wrong - there are strange 

messages written on the wall and locks on the bedroom doors. On 

the outside. 

 

The previous owners have moved just across the road and they 

seem like the perfect family. Their daughter Amy is beautiful and 

enigmatic but Tom is sure she's got something to hide. And he isn't 

going to stop until he finds the truth behind those locked doors... 

 

Will their dream home become a nightmare?  

Long Way Down/Jason Reynolds and 

Chris Priestley 

After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next 

steps. Don't cry. Don't snitch. Get revenge. So he gets in the lift 

with Shawn's gun, determined to follow The Rules. Only when the 

lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who died years ago. And 

Dani, who was shot years before that. As more people from his past 

arrive, Will has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing. 

 

This haunting, lyrical, powerful verse novel will blow you away. 

Mortal Engines/Philip Reeve 

"It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of London 

was chasing a small mining town across the dried-out bed of the old 

North Sea." 

 

The great traction city London has been skulking in the hills to avoid 

the bigger, faster, hungrier cities loose in the Great Hunting 

Ground. But now, the sinister plans of Lord Mayor Mangus Crome 

can finally unfold… 

 

In a stunning literary debut, Philip Reeve has created a painful, 

dangerous, unforgettable adventure story of surprises, set in a dark 

and utterly original world fuelled by Municipal Darwinism -- and 

betrayal.  



The Great Godden/Meg Rosoff 

This is the story of one family, one dreamy summer - the summer 

when everything changes. In a holiday house by the sea, in a big, 

messy family, one teenager watches as brothers and sisters, parents 

and older cousins fill hot days with wine and games and planning a 

wedding. 

 

Enter the Goddens - irresistible, charming, languidly sexy Kit and 

surly, silent Hugo. Suddenly there's a serpent in this paradise - and 

the consequences will be devastating.  

 

From bestselling, award-winning author Meg Rosoff comes a lyrical 

and quintessential coming-of-age tale - a summer book that's as 

heady, timeless and irresistible as Bonjour Tristesse and I Capture the 

Castle but as sharp and fresh as Normal People.  

Hold Back the Tide/Melinda Salisbury 

Everyone in this quiet lakeside community knows that Alva's father 

killed her mother, all those years ago. There wasn't enough proof to 

arrest him, though, and with no other family, Alva's been forced to 

live with her mother's murderer, doing her best to survive until she 

can earn enough money to run away. 

 

One of her chores is to monitor water levels in the loch-a task her 

father takes very seriously. Their family has been the guardian of the 

loch for generations. It's a cold, lonely task, and a few times, Alva 

can swear she feels someone watching her. But the more Alva 

investigates, the more she realizes that the truth can be more 

monstrous than lies, and that you can never escape your past... 

If I Was Your Girl/ Meredith Russo 

“My name is Amanda. I'm 18. When you look at me, you might see 

that I'm pretty and popular; you might think my life is easy. But being 

me has never been easy. Because I haven't always been Amanda. 

When I was born, I was named Andrew. Now, at my new school, I 

finally feel like myself. But do I owe my new friends the truth about 

my past?” 

 

“Important and brave. Read this wonderful book, just read it.” --

Jennifer Niven, author of All the Bright Places  



The Catcher in the Rye/JD Salinger 

“If you really want to hear about it, the first thing you'll probably 

want to know is where I was born and what my lousy childhood was 

like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they had me, 

and all that David Copperfield kind of crap…” 

 

Holden Caulfield, sixteen, has just been expelled from his school. In 

this novel he examines and pulls apart his notions of society and 

those around him. Caulfield has become the poster child for the 

disaffected and angry young man, neither child not adult, trying to 

negotiate his identity and begin to forge his path in the world.  

The Boxer/Nikesh Shukla 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the 

story of amateur boxer Sunny. A seventeen year old feeling isolated 

and disconnected in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing 

club to learn to protect himself after a racist attack. He finds the 

community he's been desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor 

in trainer Shobu, who helps him find his place in the world.  

 

But racial tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far Right march 

through Bristol turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new best 

friend Keir to radicalisation.  

The Girls I’ve Been/Tess Sharpe 

Meet Nora. Also known as Rebecca, Samantha, Haley, Katie and 

Ashley - the girls she's been. 

 

Nora didn't choose a life of deception - she was born into it. As the 

daughter of a con artist who targeted criminal men, Nora always 

had to play a part. But when her mother fell for one of the men 

instead of conning him, Nora pulled the ultimate con herself: escape. 

 

For five years Nora's been playing at normal - but things are far 

from it when she finds herself held at gunpoint in the middle of a 

bank heist, along with Wes (her ex-boyfriend) and Iris (her secret 

new girlfriend and mutual friend of Wes ... awkward). Now it will 

take all of Nora's con artistry skills to get them out alive. 



Game Changer/Neal Shustermann 

As a star player on his high school American football team, Ash is 

used to taking some hard hits. But that one run in his last game must 

have knocked him a little loose, because suddenly his life doesn’t 

look quite the way he remembers it. 

 

As Ash bounces into worlds that are almost-but-not-really his own, 

he starts to question everything, including his own perceptions and 

place in his own reality. But can he even work out how to get back 

there?  

The Complete Maus/Art Spiegelman 

A landmark graphic novel, Maus depicts the author Art Spiegelman 

talking to his father Vladek about his experiences as a Jew in Poland 

during the Nazi occupation and as a survivor of the Holocaust.  

 

Maus is a haunting tale within a tale. Vladek's harrowing story of 

survival is woven into the author's account of his tortured 

relationship with his aging father. Against the backdrop of guilt 

brought by survival, they stage a normal life of small arguments and 

unhappy visits. This astonishing retelling of our century's grisliest 

news is a story of survival, not only of Vladek but of the children 

who survive even the survivors. Maus studies the bloody pawprints 

of history and tracks its meaning for all of us. 

Scythe/Neal Shusterman 

In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the 

only way to die is to be randomly killed ("gleaned") by professional 

scythes. Citra and Rowan are teenagers who have been selected to 

be scythes' apprentices, and despite wanting nothing to do with the 

vocation, they must learn the art of killing and understand the 

necessity of what they do. 

 

Only one of them will be chosen as a scythe's apprentice and as 

Citra and Rowan come up against a terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, 

it becomes clear that the winning apprentice's first task will be to 

glean the loser. 



Of Mice and Men/John Steinbeck 

Steinbeck evokes the crippling poverty of the American Great 

Depression through this tail of friendship and loss. 

 

Lenny and George, a mismatched pair of migrant farm labourers, 

dream of having a little farm of their own. George cares for the 

giant Lennie like a brother, but will he be able to save him from 

himself when the boss’ son’s wife shows an interest?  

The Wall/William Sutcliffe 

Joshua is thirteen. He lives with his mother and stepfather in 

Amarias, an isolated town on top of a hill, where all the houses are 

brand new. At the edge of Amarias is a high wall, guarded by 

soldiers, which can only be crossed through a heavily fortified 

checkpoint.  

 

One day, looking for a lost football, Joshua stumbles across a tunnel 

which leads towards this forbidden territory. He knows he won't 

get another opportunity to see what is beyond The Wall until he's 

old enough for military service, and the chance to crawl through and 

solve the mystery is too tempting to resist. He's heard plenty of 

stories about the other side, but nothing has prepared him for what 

he finds... 

The Strange Case of DR. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde/

Robert Louis Stevenson 

All human beings, as we meet them, are commingled out of good and evil: 

and Edward Hyde, alone in the ranks of mankind, was pure evil. 

 

Published as a 'shilling shocker', Robert Louis Stevenson's dark 

psychological fantasy gave birth to the idea of the split personality. 

The story of respectable Dr Jekyll's strange association with 

'damnable young man' Edward Hyde; the hunt through fog-bound 

London for a killer; and the final revelation of Hyde's true identity is 

a chilling exploration of humanity's basest capacity for evil. 



The Hate U Give/Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter navigates between the poverty-

stricken neighbourhood she has grown up in and the upper-crust 

suburban prep school she attends. Her life is up-ended when she is 

the sole witness to a police officer shooting her best friend, Khalil, 

who turns out to have been unarmed during the confrontation – but 

may or may not have been a drug dealer. 

 

As Starr finds herself even more torn between the two vastly 

different worlds she inhabits, she also has to contend with speaking 

her truth and, in the process, trying to stay alive herself. 

Spud/John Van De Ruit 

It’s 1990. Apartheid is crumbling. Nelson Mandela has just been 

released from prison. And Spud Milton—thirteen-year-old, 

prepubescent choirboy extraordinaire—is about to start his first 

year at an elite boys-only boarding school in South Africa. Cursed 

with embarrassingly dysfunctional parents, a senile granny named 

Wombat, and a wild obsession for Julia Roberts, Spud has his hands 

full trying to adapt to his new home. 

 

Armed with only his wits and his diary, Spud takes readers of all 

ages on a rowdy boarding school romp full of illegal midnight swims, 

raging hormones, and catastrophic holidays that will leave the entire 

family in total hysterics and thirsty for more. 

The Hobbit/J.R.R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, 

rarely travelling further than the pantry of his hobbit-hole in Bag 

End. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard, Gandalf, and 

a company of thirteen dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to 

whisk him away on an unexpected journey ‘there and back again’. 

They have a plot to raid the treasure hoard of Smaug the 

Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon... 



Crongton Knights/Alex Wheatle 

Living on the South Crongton council estate has its worries - and 

life for McKay has been even tougher since his mum died. His dad 

has been working all hours to keep the bailiffs from their door. His 

brother is always out riding the streets at night, tempting trouble. 

And now, having strayed off his turf on a 'heroic' (if misguided) 

mission to help out a girl, McKay finds himself facing a friend's crazy 

ex-boyfriend, some power-tripping hood-rats and a notoriously 

violent gangster with a vendetta which hits too close to home. 

 

Crongton Knights is a very funny, very moving story that shows that 

although life is testing, the lessons learned the hard way are the 

ones you'll never forget. 

Carry on Jeeves/P.G. Wodehouse 

When gentleman Bertie Wooster catches his valet Meadowes 

stealing his silk socks, he sacks him and sends for another from the 

agency. Enter Jeeves, who mixes Bertie a hangover cure and is 

employed immediately. 

 

Do yourself a favour and introduce yourself to Wodehouse’s Jeeves 

and Wooster stories. Exquisite dialogue, impeccably stylish, and 

uproariously funny. This was the book that launched “one of the 

funniest, sharpest and most touching partnerships in English 

literature.” 

Cane Warriors/Alex Wheatle 

Moa is fourteen. The only life he has ever known is toiling on the 

Frontier sugar cane plantation for endless hot days, fearing the 

vicious whips of the overseers. Then one night he learns of an 

uprising, led by the charismatic Tacky. Moa is to be a cane warrior, 

and fight for the freedom of all the enslaved people in the nearby 

plantations. But before they can escape, Moa and his friend 

Keverton must face their first great task: to kill their overseer, 

Misser Donaldson. Time is ticking, and the day of the uprising 

approaches… 

 

Irresistible, gripping and unforgettable, Cane Warriors follows the 

true story of Tacky’s War in Jamaica, 1760.  



The Sun is Also a Star/Nicola Yoon 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not 

destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the 

kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City 

street and falls in love with him.  

 

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to 

my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But 

when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha 

makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in 

store―for both of us. 

 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this 

single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come 

true?  

The Day of the Triffids/John Wyndham 

When Bill Masen wakes up blindfolded in hospital there is a bitter 

irony in his situation. Carefully removing his bandages, he realizes 

that he is the only person who can see: everyone else, doctors and 

patients alike, have been blinded by a meteor shower. Now, with 

civilization in chaos, the triffids - huge, venomous, large-rooted 

plants able to 'walk', feeding on human flesh - can have their day. 

 

A chilling sci-fi classic that remains just as fresh and disturbing today. 

Here Lies the Secret/Emma Young 

Mias best friend Holly died when they were thirteen. But years later, 

Holly still hasn’t left her. Spending the summer in New York, Mia is 

hoping to escape the visions of Holly that haunt her life at home. 

There she meets Rav, a parapsychology student, who convinces her 

to take part in a study into why some people see ghosts. Soon she is 

caught up in the investigation of Halcyon House, which is reputed to 

be haunted by a poltergeist. As Mia confronts her fears, what she 

learns about the house and herself will change her life forever.   



I Am Malala/Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought 

for her right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she 

almost paid the ultimate price when she was shot in the head at 

point-blank range. 

 

Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a 

remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United 

Nations. She has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and is 

the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

 

This is her story.  

Punching the Air/Ibi Zoboi & Yusef Salaam   

From award-winning, bestselling author Ibi Zoboi and prison reform 

activist Yusef Salaam of the Exonerated Five comes a powerful YA 

novel in verse about a boy who is wrongfully incarcerated. Perfect 

for fans of the Noughts & Crosses series and The Hate U Give. 

 

One fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighbourhood 

escalates into tragedy. ‘Boys just being boys’ turns out to be true 

only when those boys are white. Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, 

Amal Shahid’s bright future is upended: he is convicted of a crime he 

didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him 

until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never should 

have been his story. But can he change it?  

Refugee Boy/Benjamin Zephaniah 

Acclaimed performance poet and novelist Benjamin Zephaniah's 

honest, wry and poignant story of a young refugee left in London is 

of even more power and pertinence today than when it was first 

published. 

 

Life is not safe for Alem. His father is Ethopian, his mother Eritrean. 

Their countries are at war, and Alem is welcome in neither place. 

 

So Alem is excited to spend a holiday in London with his father - 

until he wakes up to find him gone. What seems like a betrayal is in 

fact an act of love, but now Alem is alone in a strange country, and 

he must forge his own path... 



 

 

Is there a book you are dying to read but it’s not on the challenge? 

Why not go off trail?  

Pick up to 2 books that are not on the challenge that you want to read 

and they will count towards your 10 book total, just make sure you have 

borrowed them from the library! 
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Choose your own!  
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