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How does the challenge work?  

This collection covers eight different languages: 

Arabic, Mandarin Chinese, French, German, 

Italian, Japanese, Russian and Spanish. For each 

language the Modern Languages teachers have put 

together a selection of books in that language, and 

books in English about the culture and history of the 

regions associated with it.  

You need to read 5 books from this collection by the 

end of Summer Term 2023. 

Every time you finish a book from the list, let us know 

and we’ll record your progress.  

Once you have read 5 books and conquered the 

Everest Reading Challenge, you win a place for you 

and a friend on a reward trip to Pizza Hut & 

Cineworld in June! 



Books in this challenge 

This is the complete list of North Face challenge books. There’s 

more information about all the books in the following pages. Don’t 

forget, you can also read up to 2 books of your own choice 

towards the challenge total.  

Arabic 

 Arab Cultural Awareness: 58 

Factsheets/US Army  

  شوك الكوادي (Shawk Al Kawadi)/Eissa 

Abdullah  

 The House of Wisdom: How Arabic 

Science Saved Ancient Knowledge 

and Gave Us the Renaissance/Jim 

Al-Khalili 

 Understanding the Arab Culture/

Jehah Al-Omari  

 Arabic Stories for Language 

Learners/Hezi Brosh & Lutfi 

Mansur 

 Arabic for Nerds: 270 Questions on 

Arabic Grammar/Gerald Drißner 

 Bedouins Facts & Details/Jeffrey 

Hays 

 Frankenstein in Baghdad (  فرانكشتاين

بغداد في )/Ahmed Saadawi  

 The Arabic Language/Kees 

Versteegh 

 Let’s Talk Arabic/Adam Yacoub 

 مالال أنا  (I Am Malala)/Malala 

Yousafzai  

 

Mandarin Chinese 

 How to Read A Chinese Poem: A 

Bilingual Anthology of Tang 

Poetry/ Edward C. Chang ed. 

 饥饿游戏 (The Hunger Games)/

Suzanne Collins  

 无比美妙的痛苦 (The Fault in Our 

Stars)/John Green 

 The Secret Garden: Simplified 

Chinese Edition/Frances Hodgson 

Burnett 

 The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams 

and the Making of China/Julia 

Lovell 

 我这一辈子 (This Life of Mine)/Lao 

She 

 不裁 (Stitching Up)/Gu Shijiu 

 The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams 

and the Making of China/Julia 

Lovell 

 Frog: a Novel (蛙)/Mo Yan 

 设计诗 (The Designing 

Wordsmith)/Zhu Yingchun 

 The Real Story of Ah-Q and Other 

Tales of China/Lu Xun 

 

French 

 L'Élégance du Hérisson (The 

Elegance of the Hedgehog)/Muriel 

Barbery 

 L’Étranger (The Outsider)/Albert 

Camus 



 Paris Revealed: The Secret Life of 

the City/Stephen Clarke 

 When in French: Love in a Second 

Language/Lauren Collins 

 Les Fiancés de L'hiver (A Winter’s 

Promise)/Christelle Dabos 

 Le Grand Meaulnes (The Lost 

Estate)/Alain-Fournier 

 Je Voudrais que Quelqu'un 

M'attende Quelque Part (I Wish 

Someone Were Waiting for Me 

Somewhere)/Anna Gavalda 

 Le Dernier Jour d’un Condamné 

(The Last Day of a Condemned 

Man)/Victor Hugo 

 The French Intifada: The Long War 

Between France and its Arabs/

Andrew Hussey 

 Les Désastreuses Aventures des 

Orphelins Baudelaire (A Series of 

Unfortunate Events: The Bad 

Beginning)/Lemony Snicket 

 Et Si C’était Vrai… (If Only It Were 

True)/Marc Levy  

 

German 

 German Short Stories for Beginners  

 Momo/Michael Ende 

 Tintenherz (Inkheart)/Cornelia 

Funke  

 Tschick/Wolfgang Herndorf 

 Die Verwandlung (The 

Metamorphosis)/Franz Kafka 

 Ausgerechnet Deutschland/

Wladimir Kaminer 

 Emil und die Detektive (Emile and 

the Detective)/Erich Kästner 

 Der Tod in Venedig (Death in 

Venice)/Thomas Mann 

 Als Ich mit Hitler Schnapskirschen 

Aß/Manja Präkels    

 Glennkill: Ein Schafskrimi (Three 

Bags Full)/Leonie Swann 

 Germania/Simon Winder 

 

Italian 

 Io E Te (Me and You)/Niccolo 

Ammaniti 

 Novecento/Alessandro Baricco 

 Il Giardino dei Finzi Contini (The 

Garden of the Finzi-Continis)/

Giorgio Bassani  

 Testimone Inconsapevole 

(Involuntary Witness)/Gianrico 

Carofiglio 

 Cosa Nostra/John Dickie 

 L'amica Geniale (My Brilliant 

Friend)/Elena Ferrante   

 The Pursuit of Italy/David Gilmour  

 Caro Michele/Natalia Ginzburg 

 La Solitudine dei Numeri Primi 

(The Solitude of Prime Numbers)/

Paolo Giordano 

 Colpa Delle Stelle (The Fault in 

Our Stars)/John Green 

 The Italians/John Hooper 

 

Japanese 

 Japanese Graded Readers 

 デュアン・サーク ― 魔女の森 (Witches’ 

Forest: Adventures of Duan Surk)/

Mishio Fukazawa  

 An Artist of the Floating World/

Kazuo Ishiguro 



 Anthology of Japanese Literature, 

from the Earliest Era to the Mid-

Nineteenth Century/Donald Keene 

 Totto-Chan: The Little Girl at the 

Window (窓ぎわのトットちゃん)/

Tetsuko Kuroyanagi 

  Samurai William: The Adventurer 

Who Unlocked Japan/Giles Milton 

  Kafka on the Shore (海辺のカフカ)/

Haruki Murakami 

  The Diving Pool (ダイヴィング・プー

ル)/Yoko Ogawa 

  十二国記 (The Twelve Kingdoms, 

Vol.1)/Fuyumi Ono  

  Kokoro (こころ)/Natsume Soseki 

  時をかける少女 (The Girl Who Leapt 

Through Time)/Tsutsui Yasutaka  

 

Russian 

 Охота (S.T.A.G.S.)/M.A. Bennett  

 Дядя Ваня (Uncle Vania)/Anton 

Chekov 

 Рассказ-провокация (The Story 

Provocation)/Ignaty Dyakov 

 Рассказ-сенсация (The Story 

Sensation)/Ignaty Dyakov 

 The Overcoat (Шинель)/Nikolai 

Gogol 

 Taman, and extract from A Hero of 

Our Time (Герой нашего времени)/

Mikhail Lermontov  

 Ночной Дозор (The Night Watch)/

Sergei Lukyanenko  

 Моцарт и Сальери (Mozart and 

Salieri)/Alexander Pushkin 

 Queen of Spades (Пиковая дама)/

Alexander Pushkin 

 Лунастры. Прыжок над звездами 

(Lunastry: Jump Over the Stars)/

Natalia Scherba 

 One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovitch (Один день Ивана 

Денисовича)/Aleksandr 

Solzhenitsyn 

  

Spanish 

 El Aleph (The Aleph)/Jorges Luis 

Borges 

 Sherlock Holmes: Escándalo en 

Bohemia (Sherlock Holmes: 

Scandal in Bohemia)/Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle and Peter Kopl 

 Como Agua Para Chocolate (Like 

Water for Chocolate)/Laura 

Esquivel 

 Open Veins of Latin America/

Eduardo Galeano 

 A Cinco Pies de Ti (Five Feet 

Apart)/Rachael Lippincott 

 Los Funerales de la Mamá Grande 

(Big Mama’s Funeral)/Gabriel 

García Márquez  

 Life and Death in the Andes/Kim 

MacQuarrie 

 Cuentos Escogidos (Collected 

Stories)/Horacio Quiroga 

 Réquiem por un Campesino 

Español (Requiem for a Spanish 

Peasant)/ Ramon J. Sender 

 Las Fuentes del Silencio (The 

Fountains of Silence)/Ruta Sepetys  

 Ghosts of Spain/Giles Tremlett 



Arab Cultural Awareness: 58 Factsheets/US Army  

This handbook is designed to specifically provide a ‘hip pocket 

training’ resource. It is intended for informal squad or small group 

instruction. The goal is to provide soldiers with a basic overview of 

Arab culture. 

 

It must be emphasized that there is no “one” Arab culture or 

society. The Arab world is full of rich and diverse communities, 

groups and cultures. Differences exist not only among countries, but 

within countries as well. 

  Eissa Abdullah/(Shawk Al Kawadi) شوك الكوادي 

Reem is a thoughtful young girl who delights in her life with her 

parents and delights them with her presence. But life has many 

surprises in store for her and before she knows it she has lost her 

parents and is left at the mercy of her stepmother and stepsisters. 

 

From this fairytale beginning, Eissa Abdullah spins a modern 

fairytale like no other. Set in the present-day Middle East, the 

story of Reem unfolds as she overcomes one hardship after 

another, never losing the kindness and loving nature that makes 

readers root for her. 

Arabic 

English 

Arabic 



The House of Wisdom: How Arabic Science Saved 

Ancient Knowledge and Gave Us the Renaissance/ 

Jim Al-Khalili 

A myth-shattering view of the Islamic world's myriad scientific 

innovations and the role they played in sparking the European 

Renaissance.  

 

Many of the innovations that we think of as hallmarks of Western 

science had their roots in the Arab world of the middle ages, a 

period when much of Western Christendom lay in intellectual 

darkness. Jim al- Khalili, a leading British-Iraqi physicist, resurrects 

this lost chapter of history, and given current East-West tensions, 

his book could not be timelier. With transporting detail, al-Khalili 

places readers in the hothouses of the Arabic Enlightenment, shows 

how they led to Europe's cultural awakening, and poses the 

question: Why did the Islamic world enter its own dark age after 

such a dazzling flowering? 

Understanding the Arab Culture/Jehah Al-Omari  

A practical cross-cultural guide to working or studying in the Arab 

World. 

 

The book focuses more on the key differences rather than 

similarities; issues that Westerners will find puzzling, unusual or 

difficult to cope with. It is based on years of experience of lecturing 

to Westerners and a long list of frequently asked questions. It 

addresses Western perceptions and misconceptions of Arabs, Islam 

and the Arab world as well as some key Arab perceptions of the 

West. Many practical tips are given on a variety of issues, from 

exchanging appropriate gifts to negotiating techniques. 

English 

English 

Arabic Stories for Language Learners/ 

Hezi Brosh & Lutfi Mansur 

The traditional stories of a country are invaluable at providing 

insight into understanding the culture, history and language of a 

people. A great way to learn Arabic, the sixty-six stories found in 

Arabic Stories for Language Learners present the vocabulary and 

grammar used every day in Arabic-speaking countries. Pulled from a 

wide variety of sources that have been edited and simplified for 

learning purposes, these stories are presented in parallel Arabic and 

English, facilitating language learning in the classroom and via self-

study. Each story is followed by a series of questions in Arabic and 

English to test comprehension and encourage discussion.  

English 
Arabic 



Arabic for Nerds: 270 Questions on Arabic Grammar/  

Gerald Drißner 

Gerald Drißner has been collecting interesting facts about Arabic 

grammar, vocabulary and expressions, hints and traps for almost ten 

years and has compiled them in this book: Arabic for Nerds. 

 

There are plenty of books about Arabic for beginners, but it is 

difficult to find good material for intermediate students. This book is 

suitable for readers who have been studying Arabic for at least two 

years.  

 

Arabic for Nerds doesn't teach vocabulary, nor are there exercises. 

This book explains how Arabic works and gives readers hints in 

using and understanding the language better. Since most of the 

Arabic words are given in translation, the reader should be able to 

read this book without a dictionary.  

Bedouins Facts & Details/Jeffrey Hays 

This 19-page booklet give a detailed introduction to the Bedouins, 

with insights into their culture, religion, social habits and overall 

lifestyle.  Students who read this booklet will be able to decide on 

which aspects of the Bedouins’ life they would like to research and 

expand on.  

English 
Arabic 

English 

Frankenstein in Baghdad ( بغداد في فرانكشتاين )/ 

Ahmed Saadawi  

From the rubble-strewn streets of US-occupied Baghdad, Hadi 

collects body parts from the dead, which he stitches together to 

form a corpse. He claims he does it to force the government to 

recognise the parts as real people, and give them a proper burial. 

 

But when the corpse goes missing, a wave of eerie murders sweeps 

across the city, and reports stream in of a horrendous-looking, flesh

-eating monster that cannot be killed. At first it's the guilty he 

attacks, but soon it's anyone who crosses his path... 

 

A satirical reimagining of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, Frankenstein in 

Baghdad brilliantly captures the horror and black humour of a city at 

war.  
English 



The Arabic Language/Kees Versteegh 

An introductory guide for students of Arabic language, Arabic 

historical linguistics and Arabic socio-linguistics. Concentrating on 

the difference between the two types of Arabic - the classical 

standard language and the dialects - Kees Versteegh charts the 

history and development of the Arabic language from its earliest 

beginnings to modern times. The reader is given a solid grounding in 

the structure of the language, its historical context and its use in 

various literary and non-literary genres, as well as an understanding 

of the role of Arabic as a cultural, religious and political world 

language.  

Let’s Talk Arabic/Adam Yacoub 

A book for beginning Arabic with a free companion website, free 

audio to download lessons and more than 2000 printable flashcards, 

half with transliteration for those who haven’t mastered their Arabic 

alphabet yet. There are simple step-by-step explanations and plenty 

of exercises. No previous knowledge of Arabic is assumed. The 

book teaches the basics of Modern Standard Arabic using a simple 

and effective building-block method which is solid and reliable and 

has been proven successful for years. You will be introduced to the 

basics of speaking and pronunciation using a simple format that 

allows everyone to speak Arabic in a natural way. The book will 

then continue to develop your new skills by enabling you to 

understand and heighten your ability to read, listen to and write this 

amazing language.  

English 
 

English 
Arabic 

مالال أنا  (I Am Malala)/Malala Yousafzai  

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl spoke 

out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right 

to an education. 

 

On Tuesday 9 October 2012, she almost paid the ultimate price. 

Shot in the head at point blank range while riding the bus home 

from school, few expected her to survive. 

 

Instead, Malala’s miraculous recovery has taken her on an 

extraordinary journey from a remote valley in Northern Pakistan to 

the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has 

become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever 

nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize.  
Arabic 



How to Read A Chinese Poem: A Bilingual Anthology 

of Tang Poetry/ Edward C. Chang ed. 
This bilingual edition of Tang poems offers a new approach to 

reading and understanding classical Chinese poetry. Included are 

nearly two hundred regulated verses written by the great poets of 

the Tang Dynasty, such as Du Fu, Li Bai, Wang Wei, Li Shangyin, and 

Meng Haoran. For each poem, both traditional and simplified 

Chinese characters are provided for cross reference. In addition to 

its literary translation, each poem is given a bilingual annotation with 

respect to the literal meanings of each key word or phrase. The 

tone and pinyin transliteration of each Chinese character are also 

provided. This book is designed to help the readers understand 

Tang poems from a bilingual perspective. It may also be a helpful 

learning tool for students who want to learn Chinese through 

poetry.  

饥饿游戏 (The Hunger Games)/Suzanne Collins  

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the 

nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlaying 

districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in 

line by forcing them all to send one girl and one boy between the 

ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger 

Games, a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss 

Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, 

regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent her 

district in the Games. But Katniss has also resolved to outwit the 

creators of the games. To do that she will have to be the last 

person standing at the end of the deadly ordeal, and that will take 

every ounce of strength and cunning she has.  

Mandarin Chinese 

English 
Chinese 

Chinese 



无比美妙的痛苦 (The Fault in Our Stars)/John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a 

few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final 
chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. 

 

But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly 

appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be 

completely rewritten. 

 

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars brilliantly 

explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in 

love. 

The Secret Garden: Simplified Chinese Edition/ 

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Li Ye (Marry Lennox) grew up without the love and affection of her 

parents. After an epidemic leaves her an orphan, Li Ye is sent off to 

live with her reclusive uncle in his sprawling estate in Nanjing. She 

learns of a secret garden where no one has set food in 10 years. Li 

Ye finds the garden and slowly discovers the secrets of the manor. 

With the help of new friends, she brings the garden back to life and 

learns the healing power of friendship and love.   

 

This series is designed to combine simplicity of characters with an 

easy-to-understand story line that helps beginners grow their 

vocabulary and language-comprehension abilities.  

Chinese 
 

Chinese 

The Opium War: Drugs, Dreams and the Making of 

China/Julia Lovell 

In October 1839, Britain entered the first Opium War with China. 

Its brutality notwithstanding, the conflict was also threaded with 

tragicomedy: with Victorian hypocrisy, bureaucratic fumblings, 

military missteps, political opportunism and collaboration. Yet over 

the past hundred and seventy years, this strange tale of 

misunderstanding, incompetence and compromise has become the 

founding episode of modern Chinese nationalism. Starting from this 

first conflict, The Opium War explores how China’s national myths 

mould its interactions with the outside world, how public memory is 

spun to serve the present, and how delusion and prejudice have 

bedevilled its relationship with the modern West.  

English 



我这一辈子 (This Life of Mine)/Lao She 

This book describes the life tragedies of the common people in 

times of social change and war. The author, Lao She, surveys the 
world and society through the hero's experiences.  

 

In feudal society, people's character is damaged and twisted, and 

they gradually lose their independent personality and learn to be a 

serf; a ‘flunkey.’ After three-years of apprenticing and oppression, 

and suffering much ill-treatment, the hero finally understands that a 

person cannot change their fate no matter how hard they try to, 

and gradually they become a person who endures. 

不裁 (Stitching Up)/Gu Shijiu 

Stitching Up was written by Gu Shijiu and was designed by the world-

famous binding artist Zhu Yingchun: it won the 2007 “The Beauty of 

Books in China Award” and the “World’s Most Beautiful Book” 

award.  

 

The book comprises of lively and refreshing essays. Its title indicates 

the writer’s modesty: ‘Stitching Up’ means not wishing to show the 

traces or  ‘stitches’ of thought, and it also shares homophony with 

the Chinese word Bu Cai which means untalented.  

Chinese 
 

Chinese 

The Search for Modern China/Jonathan Spence 

This text, the classic introduction to modern China for students and 

general readers, emerged from Spence's highly successful 

introductory course at Yale, in which he traced the beginnings of 

modern China to internal developments beginning in the early 17th 

century. 

 

Strong on social and political history, as well as Chinese culture and 

its intersections with politics, this book is a longstanding leader in 

the survey course on modern China.  

English 



Frog: A Novel (蛙)/Mo Yan 

The author of Red Sorghum and China’s most revered and critically 

acclaimed novelist returns with his first major publication since 

winning the Nobel Prize. 

 

Frog opens with a playwright nicknamed Tadpole who plans to write 

about his aunt. In her youth, Gugu—the beautiful daughter of a 

famous doctor and staunch Communist—is revered for her skill as a 

midwife. But when her lover defects, Gugu’s own loyalty to the 

Party is questioned.  

设计诗 (The Designing Wordsmith)/Zhu Yingchun 

This book contains collections of poetry created by Zhu Yingchun. It 

includes about ten poems which convey meaning through designing 

characters. Zhu expresses the poems by using the methods of 

designing characters through which the meaning is revealed. He 

strives to make innovation in the confinements of design. 

Inexpensive paper and simple words are used to the great effect in 

order to bring smiles into our lives.  

English 
 

Chinese 

The Real Story of Ah-Q and Other Tales of China/ 

Lu Xun 

Lu Xun is one of the founding figures of modern Chiense literature. 

In the early twentieth century, as China came up against the realities 

of the modern world, Lu Xun effected a shift in Chinese letters 

away from the ornate, obsequious literature of the aristocrats to 

the plain, expressive literature of the masses. This volume presents 

Lu Xun's complete fiction in bracing new translations and includes 

such famous works as "The Real Story of Ah-q," "Diary of a 

Madman," and "The Divorce." Together they expose a contradictory 

legacy of cosmopolitan independence, polemical fractiousness, and 

anxious patriotism that continues to resonate in Chinese intellectual 

life today.  

English 



L'Élégance du Hérisson (The Elegance of the 

Hedgehog)/Muriel Barbery 

Rene is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment building. She 

maintains a carefully constructed persona as someone uncultivated 

but reliable, in keeping with what she feels a concierge should be. 

But beneath this facade lies the real Rene: passionate about culture 

and the arts, and more knowledgeable in many ways than her 

employers with their outwardly successful but emotionally void 

lives. Down in her lodge, apart from weekly visits by her one friend 

Manuela, Rene lives with only her cat for company. Meanwhile, 

several floors up, twelve-year-old Paloma Josse is determined to 

avoid the pampered and vacuous future laid out for her, and decides 

to end her life on her thirteenth birthday. But unknown to them 

both, the sudden death of one of their privileged neighbours will 

dramatically alter their lives forever.  

L’Étranger (The Outsider)/Albert Camus 

Meursault leads an apparently unremarkable bachelor life in 

Algiers until he commits a random act of violence. His lack of 

emotion and failure to show remorse only serve to increase his 

guilt in the eyes of the law, and challenges the fundamental values 

of society - a set of rules so binding that any person breaking them 

is condemned as an outsider. For Meursault, this is an insult to his 

reason and a betrayal of his hopes; for Camus it encapsulates the 

absurdity of life.  

 

In The Outsider (1942), his classic existentialist novel, Camus 

explores the predicament of the individual who refuses to pretend 

and is prepared to face the indifference of the universe, 

courageously and alone  

French 

French 

French 



Paris Revealed: The Secret Life of the City/ 

Stephen Clarke 

Paris - one of the most visited cities in the world. But do you 

know… 

 

Which is the most romantic spot to say 'je't'aime'? 

Where to see fantastic art, away from all the crowds? 

Why Parisian men feel compelled to pee in the street? 

How to choose a hotel room where you might actually get a good 

night's sleep?  

 

Stephen Clarke goes behind the scenes to reveal everything 

Parisians know about their city - but don't want to tell you.  

When in French: Love in a Second Language/ 

Lauren Collins 

A language barrier is no match for love. Lauren Collins discovered 

this first hand when, in her early thirties, she moved to London and 

fell for a Frenchman named Olivier, a surprising turn of events for 

someone who didn't have a passport until she was in college. But 

what does it mean to love someone in a second language? Collins 

wonders, as her relationship with Olivier continues to grow entirely 

in English. Are there things she doesn't understand about Olivier, 

having never spoken to him in his native tongue? Does "I love you" 

even mean the same thing as "je t'aime"? When in French is a laugh-

out-loud funny and surprising memoir about the lengths we go to 

for love, as well as an exploration across culture and history into 

how we learn languages--and what they say about who we are.  

English 
 

English 

Les Fiancés de L'hiver (A Winter’s Promise)/

Christelle Dabos 

Plain-spoken, headstrong Ophelia cares little about appearances. 

Her ability to read the past of objects is unmatched in all of Anima 

and, what’s more, she possesses the ability to travel through 

mirrors, a skill passed down to her from previous generations. Her 

idyllic life is disrupted, however, when she is promised in marriage 

to Thorn, a taciturn and influential member of a distant clan. Ophelia 

must leave all she knows behind and follow her fiancé to Citaceleste, 

the capital of a cold, icy ark known as the Pole, where danger lurks 

around every corner and nobody can be trusted. 

 

A runaway French hit, this opening novel in Christelle Dabos’ The 

Mirror Visitor quartet is reminiscent of His Dark Materials in its 

scope and vision. Ethereal and impossibly romantic, Les Fiancés de 

L'hiver is set in a world of floating arks and courtly intrigue rendered 

with grace and majesty. A magnificent opening to what promises to 

be a landmark series.   

French 



Le Grand Meaulnes (The Lost Estate)/Alain-Fournier 

When Meaulnes first arrives at the local school in Sologne, everyone 

is captivated by his good looks, daring and charisma. But when 

Meaulnes disappears for several days, and returns with tales of a 

strange party at a mysterious house - and his love for the beautiful 

girl hidden within it, Yvonne de Galais, his life has been changed 

forever. In his restless search for his lost estate and the happiness 

he found there, Meaulnes, observed by his loyal friend Francois, may 

risk losing everything he ever had. Poised between youthful 

admiration and adult resignation, Alain-Fournier's compelling 

narrator carries the reader through this evocative and unbearably 

poignant portrayal of desperate friendship and vanished adolescence.  

Je Voudrais que Quelqu'un M'attende Quelque Part (I 

Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere)/

Anna Gavalda 

This collection of short stories explores how a life can be changed 

irrevocably in just one fateful moment. A pregnant mother's plans 

for the future unravel at the hospital; a travelling salesman learns the 

consequences of an almost-missed exit on the motorway in the 

newspaper the next morning; while a perfect date is spoilt by a 

single act of thoughtlessness. In those crucial moments Gavalda 

demonstrates her almost magical skill in conveying love, lust, longing, 

and loneliness.  

French 
 

French 

Le Dernier Jour d’un Condamné (The Last Day of a 

Condemned Man)/Victor Hugo 

Deeply shocking in its time, Le Dernier Jour d’un Condamné is a 

profound and moving tale and a vital work of social commentary. A 

man vilified by society and condemned to death for his crime wakes 

every morning knowing that this day might be his last. With the 

hope for release his only comfort, he spends his hours recounting 

his life and the time before his imprisonment. But as the hours pass, 

he knows that he is powerless to change his fate. He must follow 

the path so many have trod before him—the path that leads to the 

guillotine. 

French 



The French Intifada: The Long War Between France 

and its Arabs/Andrew Hussey 

Beyond the affluent centre of Paris and other French cities, in the 

deprived banlieues, a war is going on. This is the French Intifada, a 

guerrilla war between the French state and the former subjects of 

its Empire, for whom the mantra of 'liberty, equality, fraternity' 

conceals a bitter history of domination, oppression, and brutality. 

This war began in the early 1800s, with Napoleon's lust for martial 

adventure, strategic power and imperial pre-eminence, and led to 

the armed colonization of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, and 

decades of bloody conflict, all in the name of 'civilization'. Here, 

against the backdrop of the Arab Spring, Andrew Hussey walks the 

front lines of this war - from the Gare du Nord in Paris to the souks 

of Marrakesh and the mosques of Tangier - to tell the strange and 

complex story of the relationship between secular, republican 

France and the Muslim world of North Africa.  

Les Désastreuses Aventures des Orphelins 

Baudelaire (A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad 

Beginning)/Lemony Snicket 
‘If you are interested in stories with happy endings, you would be 

better off reading some other book.’ 

 

Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire are most unfortunate children. 

Orphaned after the sudden death of their parents in a house fire, 

they are left in the hands of their guardian, Count Olaf, who has 

diabolical plans for them… 

 

The French translation of Lemony Snicket’s bestselling A Series of 

Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning  

English 
 

French 

Et Si C’était Vrai… (If Only It Were True)/Marc Levy  

What do you do when you find a stranger in your closet, 

particularly when she's surprised that you can even see her—and 

she can disappear and reappear at whim? What if she then tells you 

that her body is actually in a coma on the other side of town? 

Should you have her see a psychiatrist or should you consult one 

yourself? Or do you take a chance and believe in her?  

 

This is the beginning of the dilemma Arthur, a young San Francisco 

architect, is facing when he discovers Lauren in his apartment. 

Arthur is the only man who can see, hear and talk to Lauren when 

no one else so much as senses her presence. So when doctors 

prepare to end Lauren's care—which would destroy the magical 

bond she and Arthur cherish—he must find a way to save her. For, 

after all, it is only her love that can save him.  
French 



German Short Stories for Beginners  

So, this book is not a lengthy narrative and it’s not a children’s book. 

It’s also not written in parallel text. So, what exactly is it? 

 

Instead of the aforementioned texts, this books strives to embed 

effective leaning aids directly into the material.  

 

This book contains a total of ten short stories that revolve around 

daily themes. The stories are short enough to hold your attention 

(1,500 words in length), but long enough to make you feel a sense of 

accomplishment and progress after finishing one. 

Momo/Michael Ende 

At the edge of the city, in the ruins of an old amphitheatre, there 

lives a little homeless girl called Momo. Momo has a special talent 

which she uses to help all her friends who come to visit her. Then 

one day the sinister men in grey arrive and silently take over the 

city. Only Momo has the power to resist them, and with the help 

of Professor Hora and his strange tortoise, Cassiopeia, she travels 

beyond the boundaries of time to uncover their dark secrets.  

German 

English 
German 

German 



Tintenherz (Inkheart)/Cornelia Funke  

Meggie loves stories, but her book-binding father, Mo, hasn't read 

aloud to her since her mother mysteriously disappeared years ago. 

 

When a stranger who knows her father knocks at their door, Mo is 

forced to reveal an extraordinary secret – when he reads aloud, 

words come alive, and dangerous characters step out of the pages. 

 

Suddenly, Meggie is living the kind of adventure she has only read 

about in books, but this one will change her life for ever. 

Tschick/Wolfgang Herndorf 

A journey into the countryside...in a Lada  

 

With his mother in rehab and father away on a business trip with his 

young lover, Maik is home alone in his parents’ villa. It’s the first day 

of the summer holidays. Together with Tschick, a German-Russian 

from the tower blocks on the wrong side of the tracks in 

Hellersdorf, Maik shows up in a stolen Lada at Tatjana’s birthday 

party, a girl he’s head over heels in love with. Soon after, they’re 

tearing through the German countryside in the blazing sunshine, 

heading ever further south east, to Walachei, where Tschick’s 

grandfather lives.  

 

This latest novel by Wolfgang Herrndorf is a story of an impossible 

friendship between two boys - a road novel packed with melancholy 

and humour.   

German 
 

German 

Die Verwandlung (The Metamorphosis)/Franz Kafka 

“When Gregor Samsa woke up one morning from unsettling 

dreams, he found himself changed in his bed into a monstrous 

vermin.”  

 

With this startling, bizarre, yet surprisingly funny first sentence, 

Franz Kafka begins his masterpiece, The Metamorphosis. It is the 

story of a young man who, transformed overnight into a giant beetle

-like insect, becomes an object of disgrace to his family, an outsider 

in his own home, a quintessentially alienated man. 

 

A harrowing—though absurdly comic—meditation on human 

feelings of inadequacy, guilt, and isolation, Die Verwandlung has taken 

its place as one of the most widely read and influential works of 

twentieth-century fiction.   
German 



Ausgerechnet Deutschland/Wladimir Kaminer 

Wladimimir Kaminer observes how the arrival of refugees changes 

Germany, and how the clash of different cultures gives birth to 

numerous stories. Kaminier tells these tales with humour and 

curiosity, but without sentimentality. He reports on the ‘Syrian 

Committee to Save the World’, which was founded in his village in 

rural Brandenburg; about the confectioner from Damascus who fails 

with his creations on the island Rügen; about shocked Muslim 

asylum seekers, to whom Wladimir’s son wants to give ‘pig ears’, a 

German baked speciality; and about Syrians in Babelsberg, who are 

rejected as extras for the series Homeland, just because Albanians 

look “more Syrian” than them. 

Emil und die Detektive (Emile and the Detective)/ 

Erich Kästner 

On his first real railway journey, young Emil is robbed of money 

entrusted to him by his hard-working mother for the relatives he is 

to stay with in Berlin. A gang of boys about his own age come to his 

aid, and a thrilling adventure full of surprises ensues as they use their 

wits to devise a wonderfully simple but practical trick to capture the 

thief. 

 

With every detail clearly drawn - from the tiresome business of 

getting into best clothes for the journey, down to the final anxiety as 

to what shall be done with a gloriously unexpected reward - this is a 

story all young readers will enjoy 

German 
 

German 

Der Tod in Venedig (Death in Venice)/Thomas Mann 

Death in Venice is a story of obsession. Gustave von Aschenbach is a 

successful but ageing writer who travels to Venice for a holiday. 

 

One day, at dinner, Aschenbach notices an exceptionally beautiful 

young boy who is staying with his family in the same hotel. Soon his 

days begin to revolve around seeing this boy and he is too distracted 

to pay attention to the ominous rumours that have begun to 

circulate about disease spreading through the city. 

 

'This complex fin-de-siecle masterpiece...seems eerily to pre-echo 

the destructive decadence that would shortly shatter European 

civilisation itself' - The Times   

German 



Als Ich mit Hitler Schnapskirschen Aß/Manja Präkels    

At the end of the 1980s, in a seemingly idyllic Havel town, the 

influence of the GDR whose presence up until now had been all-

pervasive, is gradually receding. And other attitudes are now 

appearing, other attitudes liberal but also extreme...Nazi. 

 

Mimi experiences this as a child; her own family changes, is suddenly 

split. And Mimi’s childhood friend, Oliver, suddenly not only calls 

himself Hitler, but also acts like him. He commands the village Nazis 

until the situation gets out of control… 

 

In her debut novel, Manja Präkels describes the fall of the GDR and 

the rise of right-wing groups in Brandenburg. 

Glennkill: Ein Schafskrimi (Three Bags Full)/ 

Leonie Swann 

Shepard George Glenn lies in the Irish grass, lifeless, a spade sticking 

out of his breast. His sheep are horrified: Who could have killed 

their old shepherd? And why? Miss Maple, the most intelligent sheep 

of the flock, begins to be interested in the case. Luckily, George has 

read to his sheep and consequently they are not entirely 

unprepared. Relentless, they follow the perpetrator’s traces and - by 

and by - see through the secrets of the human world. But will they 

succeed in solving the mysterious death of their shepherd? 

German 
 

German 

Germania/Simon Winder 

Germania is a very personal guide to the Germany that Simon 

Winder loves. Equally passionate about the region’s history, folklore, 

cuisine, architecture and landscape, Winder describes Germany’s 

past afresh – and in doing so sees a country much like our own: 

Protestant, aggressive and committed to eating some very strange 

food. This accessible, enthusiastic and startlingly vivid account is a 

brilliant introduction to the hidden wonders of Germany.  

English 



Io E Te (Me and You)/Niccolo Ammaniti 

Everybody needs somebody, sometimes… 

 

Lorenzo Cuni is a fourteen-year-old loner. His wealthy parents think 

he is away on a school skiing trip, but, in fact, he has stowed away in 

a forgotten cellar. He plans to live in perfect isolation for a week, 

keeping the adult world at bay. 

 

Then a visit from his estranged half-sister, Olivia, changes everything. 

Novecento/Alessandro Baricco 

At the turn of the 20th Century, the great cruise liner Virginia 

shuttles back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean, transporting 

passengers from old Europe to the New World. When an 

abandoned baby is found on board the sailors christen Novecento 

1900. The child is destined to a strange fate. Novecento will never 

leave the ship as long as he lives, yet he becomes the greatest jazz 

musician the world has ever known. He only knows his music, 

which has a magical effect on everyone who hears it. For six years 

leading up to World War II, Tim Tooney played trumpet with 

Novocento, and Novecento told him his story.  

Italian 

Italian 

Italian 



Il Giardino dei Finzi Contini (The Garden of the Finzi-

Continis)/Giorgio Bassani  

This is a haunting, elegiac novel which captures the mood and 

atmosphere of Italy, and in particular Ferrara, in the last summers of 

the thirties, focusing on an aristocratic Jewish family moving 

imperceptibly towards its doom.  

 

This story takes place largely in the garden of a wealthy Jewish 

family in Ferrara where young Jews meet to play tennis after being 

forced out of the local club by Fascists. The garden becomes an 

island of civilization in a brutal world.  

Testimone Inconsapevole (Involuntary Witness)/ 

Gianrico Carofiglio 

A nine-year-old boy is found murdered at the bottom of a well near 

a popular beach resort in southern Italy. In what looks like a 

hopeless case for Guido Guerreri, counsel for the defence, a 

Senegalese peddler is accused of the crime. Faced with small-town 

racism fuelled by recent immigration from Africa, Guido attempts to 

exploit the esoteric workings of the Italian courts.  

Italian 
 

Italian 

Cosa Nostra/John Dickie 

The mafia has been given many names since it was founded one 

hundred and forty years ago: the Sect, the Brotherhood, the 

Honoured Society, and now Cosa Nostra. Yet as times have 

changed, the mafia's subtle and bloody methods have remained the 

same. Now, for the first time, Costa Nostra reconstructs the 

complete history of the Sicilian mafia from its origins to the present 

day, from the lemon groves and sulphur mines of Sicily, to the 

streets of Manhattan. 

 

Costa Nostra is a definitive history, rich in atmosphere, and with the 

narrative pace of the best detective fiction, and has been updated to 

make it the most vital contemporary account of the mafia ever 

published. 
English 



L'amica Geniale (My Brilliant Friend)/Elena Ferrante   

A modern masterpiece from one of Italy's most acclaimed authors, 

My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense and generous hearted story about 

two friends, Elena and Lila. Ferrante's inimitable style lends itself 

perfectly to a meticulous portrait of these two women that is also 

the story of a nation and a touching meditation on the nature of 

friendship. Through the lives of these two women, Ferrante tells the 

story of a neighbourhood, a city and a country as it is transformed 

in ways that, in turn, also transform the relationship between her 

two protagonists.  

The Pursuit of Italy/David Gilmour  

The Pursuit of Italy traces the whole history of the Italian peninsula in 

a wonderfully readable style, full of well-chosen stories and 

observations from personal experience, and peopled by many of the 

great figures of the Italian past, from Cicero and Virgil to Dante and 

the Medici, from Cavour and Verdi to the controversial political 

figures of the twentieth century. 

 

The book gives a clear-eyed view of the Risorgimento, the pivotal 

event in modern Italian history, debunking the influential myths 

which have grown up around it.  

Italian 
 

English 

Caro Michele (Happiness As Such)/Natalia Ginzburg 

Michele is the beloved only son of a large, dysfunctional family in 

1970s Italy. Headstrong and independent, he has disappeared to 

London without explanation. Back in Italy, his father lies dying. 

Michele’s departure sets forth a series of events that will bring 

together everyone in his life – his mother Adriana, living in the 

countryside with her two twin daughters Bebetta and Nannetta, his 

long-suffering sister Angelica, his loyal and sad friend Osvaldo, and 

Mara, a young woman who is prone to showing up on doorsteps 

with a baby that may or may not be Michele’s. 

 

The story of the Prodigal Son turned on its head, Caro Michele is a 

short, absurdly funny novel-in-letters about complicated families and 

missed connections. 
Italian 



La Solitudine dei Numeri Primi (The Solitude of Prime 

Numbers)/Paolo Giordano 

A prime number is a solitary thing: it can only be divided by itself, or 

by one; it never truly fits with another. Alice and Mattia also move 

on their own axes, alone with their personal tragedies. As a child 

Alice's overbearing father drove her to anorexia. When she meets 

Mattia she recognises a kindred spirit, and Mattia reveals to Alice his 

terrible secret: that as a boy he abandoned his disabled twin sister in 

a park to go to a party, and when he returned, she was nowhere to 

be found.  

 

These two episodes mark Alice and Mattia's lives for ever, and as 

they grow into adulthood their destinies seem irrevocably 

intertwined. But then a chance sighting of a woman who could be 

Mattia's sister forces a lifetime of secret emotion to the surface. 

Colpa Delle Stelle (The Fault in Our Stars)/ 

John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a 

few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final 

chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. 

 

But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly 

appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be 

completely rewritten. 

 

Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars brilliantly 

explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in 

love. 

Italian 
 

Italian 

The Italians/John Hooper 

How did a nation that spawned the Renaissance also produce the 

Mafia? And why does Italian have twelve words for coat hanger but 

none for hangover?  John Hooper’s entertaining and perceptive new 

book is the ideal companion for anyone seeking to understand 

contemporary Italy and the unique character of the Italians. Fifteen 

years as a foreign correspondent based in Rome have sharpened 

Hooper s observations, and he looks at the facts that lie behind the 

stereotypes, shedding new light on everything from the Italians 

bewildering politics to their love of life and beauty. Hooper 

persuasively demonstrates the impact of geography, history, and 

tradition on many aspects of Italian life, including football and 

Freemasonry, sex, food, and opera. Brimming with the kind of 

fascinating and often hilarious insights unavailable in guidebooks, The 

Italians will surprise even the most die-hard Italophile.  
English 



Japanese Graded Readers 

This boxed set of 6 very short stories (all in Japanese) with a CD 

audio companion is designed for Japanese learners to comfortably 

start reading from the early stage of learning with the engaging 

topics and cultural insights. 

 

Readers are encouraged to forgo the dictionary. Try to skip words 

and phrases that you don't understand and simply keep on reading. 

Their meanings will become apparent from the context and 

colourful illustrations, and your memory retention will be all the 

better for it. After completing Level 0, you'll be ready to the level up 

for more interesting stories in Level 1, 2, 3 and so on! 

デュアン・サーク ― 魔女の森 (Witches’ Forest: 

Adventures of Duan Surk)/Mishio Fukazawa  

Duan Surk is a Level 2 fighter who gets lost in the spooky 

Witches’ Forest with two other adventurers: Agnis, a beautiful 

witch, and Olba, a highly skilled fighter. The trio embarks on the 

quest of a lifetime, battling mythical creatures, outwitting evil 

sorceresses, and attempting to rescue Agnis’ mother from an evil 

spell!  

Japanese 

Japanese 

Japanese 



An Artist of the Floating World/Kazuo Ishiguro 

It is 1948. Japan is rebuilding her cities after the calamity of World 

War Two, her people putting defeat behind them and looking to the 

future. The celebrated artist, Masuji Ono, fills his days attending to 

his garden, his house repairs, his two grown daughters and his 

grandson; his evenings drinking with old associates in quiet lantern-

lit bars. His should be a tranquil retirement. But as his memories 

continually return to the past - to a life and career deeply touched 

by the rise of Japanese militarism, a dark shadow begins to grow 

over his serenity. 

 

A captivating story by the Nobel laureate and Booker Prize winner, 

Kazuo Ishiguro.  

Anthology of Japanese Literature, from the Earliest 

Era to the Mid-Nineteenth Century/Donald Keene 

“Japanese literature has about as long a history as English literature, 

and contains works in as wide a variety of genres as may be found in 

any county. It includes some of the world’s longest novels and 

shortest poems, plays which are miracles of muted suggestion and 

others filled with the most extravagant bombast.”  

 

This book is a good introduction for anyone who is interested in 

Japanese literature and its history, from the earliest era to the time 

before the end of seclusion in the mid-19th century. 

English 
 

English 

Totto-Chan: The Little Girl at the Window (窓ぎわの

トットちゃん)/Tetsuko Kuroyanagi 

This engaging series of childhood recollections tells the story of a 

school in Tokyo during World War II that combined learning with 

fun, freedom, and love. This unusual school had old railroad cars for 

classrooms, and it was run by an extraordinary man - its founder 

and headmaster, Sosaku Kobayashi--who was a firm believer in 

freedom of expression and activity. In real life, the Totto-chan of the 

book has become one of Japan's most popular television 

personalities: Tetsuko Kuroyanagi. She attributes her success in life 

to this wonderful school and its headmaster. The charm of this 

account has won the hearts of millions of people of all ages and 

made this book a runaway bestseller in Japan, with sales hitting the 

4.5 million mark in its first year.  English 



Samurai William: The Adventurer Who Unlocked 

Japan/Giles Milton 

Samurai William tells how, in 1598, William Adams, an English 

seaman of humble origin, sailed out to the East Indies. After 20 

months at sea in which they survived a series of disasters, starvation 

and disease, Adams and a few remaining sailors floated into a 

harbour on the island of Kyushu in southwestern Japan. As the first 

Englishman to arrive, Adams spent some time in prison and was 

nearly executed before he made an unlikely ally in Tokugawa Ieyasu, 

a powerful feudal lord who would later become shogun of Japan. 

For his service, he was awarded great wealth, land holdings and even 

a lordship, making him the first foreigner ever to be honoured as a 

samurai. When news of his high standing reached England, a small 

crew of Englishmen were sent to Japan to use Adams's political 

connections to open trade between the two countries…  

Kafka on the Shore (海辺のカフカ)/Haruki Murakami 

Kafka Tamura runs away from home at fifteen, under the shadow of 

his father's dark prophesy. The aging Nakata, tracker of lost cats, 

who never recovered from a bizarre childhood affliction, finds his 

pleasantly simplified life suddenly turned upside down. 

 

As their parallel odysseys unravel, cats converse with people; fish 

tumble from the sky; a ghost-like pimp deploys a Hegel-spouting girl 

of the night; a forest harbours soldiers apparently un-aged since 

World War II. 

 

A runaway teen and an ageing cat whisperer collide in this fabulist 

extravaganza that showcases all of Murakami’s philosophical 

playfulness and surreal exuberance.  

English 
 

English 

The Diving Pool (ダイヴィング・プール)/Yoko Ogawa 

The Diving Pool follows Aya, a girl whose parents operate an 

orphanage, which means she is the only child in her immediate 

environment to be brought up by her real parents. 

 

Aya recounts her acts of love and cruelty in a detached, 

disinterested manner, as if viewing her life through a tunnel or a 

telescope. With brilliant writing and razor-sharp observations, 

Ogawa is famous for being able to turn a phrase like twisting a knife. 

English 



十二国記 (The Twelve Kingdoms, Vol.1)/Fuyumi Ono  

Yoko Nakajima's life has been fairly ordinary - until Keiki, a young 

man with golden hair, tells her that she is his master and must 

return to their kingdom. With the help of a magic sword and a 

magic stone against the demons on her trail - Yoko begins her quest 

for both survival and self-discovery in her new land.  

Kokoro (こころ)/Natsume Soseki 

Kokoro, meaning 'heart', is a tantalising novel about the friendship 

between a young man and an enigmatic elder whom he calls Sensei.  

 

Set in the early twentieth century, when the death of the emperor 

Meiji gave way to a new era in Japanese politicial and cultural life, the 

novel enacts the transition from one generation to the next in the 

dynamic between Sensei, who is haunted by mysterious events in his 

past, and the unnamed young man, one of the new generation's elite 

who will inherit the coming era.  

Japanese 
 

English 

時をかける少女 (The Girl Who Leapt Through Time)/ 

Tsutsui Yasutaka  

One of Tsutsui’s best-known and most popular works in his native 

Japan, The Girl Who Leapt through Time is the story of fifteen-year-old 

schoolgirl Kazuko, who accidentally discovers that she can leap back 

and forth in time. In her quest to uncover the identity of the 

mysterious figure that she believes to be responsible for her 

paranormal abilities, she’ll have to push the boundaries of space and 

time, and challenge the notions of dream and reality.  

Japanese 



Охота (S.T.A.G.S.)/M.A. Bennett  

It is the autumn term and Greer MacDonald is struggling to settle 

into the sixth form at the exclusive St Aidan the Great boarding 

school, known to its privileged pupils as S.T.A.G.S. To her surprise 

Greer receives a mysterious invitation with three words embossed 

upon on it: huntin' shootin' fishin' - an invitation to spend the half-

term weekend at the country manor of Henry de Warlencourt, the 

most popular and wealthy boy at school.  

 

Greer joins the other chosen students at the ancient and sprawling 

Longcross Hall, and soon realises that they are at the mercy of their 

capricious host. Over the next three days, as the three blood sports 
- hunting, shooting and fishing - become increasingly dark and 

twisted, Greer comes to the horrifying realisation that those being 

hunted are not wild game, but the very misfits Henry has brought 

with him from school... 

Дядя Ваня (Uncle Vania)/Anton Chekov 

Professor Serebryakov and his lovely but lethargic wife Yelena 

retire to his country estate. This has been managed for many 

years by Vanya, a futile character eaten up with a sense of his own 

failure. Also in the household is the professor’s daughter Sonya, 

who nurses a hopeless love for the local doctor, Astrov. When 

Serebryakov suggests selling the estate, Vanya goes berserk and 

tries to shoot him... 

 

In the words of the critic Desmond McCarthy, the play ends with 

‘that dreariest of all sensations: beginning life again on the flat 

when, a few hours before, it has run shrieking up the scale of pain 

till it seemed the very skies might split’. 

Russian 

Russian 

Russian 



Рассказ-провокация (The Story Provocation)/ 

Ignaty Dyakov 

A short detective story, to help make Russian language study more 

enjoyable for young learners.  

 

The story contains many basic conversational grammar 

constructions and the core vocabulary required for business and 

everyday life: colours, objects, and phrases used in city and home 

environments.  

 

“Undoubtedly, this textbook makes learning more fun.” - Prof. 

Galina Levina, Vice Provost, The Pushkin State Russian Language 

Institute. 

Рассказ-сенсация (The Story Sensation)/Ignaty Dyakov 

Guadeloupe is paradise on Earth. This island state, now independent 

of France, has not suffered the financial crisis which hit the rest of 

the world. George has been working in the National Bank of 

Guadeloupe for ten years. Every morning he comes to the office, 

switches on his computer and listens to the voicemail saying in a 

nice voice: “You have….no new messages.” He enjoys his small 

rituals as much as he enjoys singing. But one morning, his familiar life 

is changed forever by a single email from overseas which leads to a 

whole series of events, a wave of new thoughts and unexpected 

encounters...  

 

This story is written in slightly simplified Russian, to aid recognising 

and memorising grammar structures.  

Russian 

Russian 

The Overcoat (Шинель)/Nikolai Gogol 

The Overcoat is a short story about a government clerk who has his 

precious new overcoat stolen. No-one seems willing to help him 

retrieve his prized possession, a fact that continues to concern him 

even when he is beyond the grave.  

 

The Overcoat is now seen as one of the greatest short stories ever 

written; some years later, Dostoyevsky famously stated “We all 

come out from Gogol's 'Overcoat'.  

English 



Taman, and extract from A Hero of Our Time (Герой 

нашего времени)/Mikhail Lermontov  

A Hero Of Our Time is the only novel written by one of Russia's 

greatest Romantic poets, Mikhail Lermontov, considered by many to 

be the Russian counterpart of Lord Byron. 

 

This beloved classic has everything for the modern reader -- 

dangerous liaisons, elegant psychological complexity, dark passion, 

emotional tension, romantic duels and deception, fiery action in the 

Caucasus, beautiful and exotic women with flair… And the sexiest 

Byronic anti-hero in all of Russian literature. 

 

Taman details Pechorin’s adventure upon arriving in the coastal 

village of Tamany where he meets a blind orphan boy and a young 

‘mermaid’. 

Ночной Дозор (The Night Watch)/Sergei Lukyanenko  

Walking the streets of Moscow, indistinguishable from the rest of its 

population, are the Others. Possessors of supernatural powers and 

capable of entering the Twilight, a shadowy parallel world existing in 

parallel to our own, each Other owes allegiance either to the Dark 

or the Light. 

 

The Night Watch follows Anton, a young Other owing allegiance to 

the Light. As a Night Watch agent he must patrol the streets and 

metro of the city, protecting ordinary people from the vampires and 

magicians of the Dark. When he comes across Svetlana, a young 

woman under a powerful curse, and saves an unfledged Other, Egor, 

from vampires, he becomes involved in events that threaten the 

uneasy truce, and the whole city...  

Russian 

Russian 

Моцарт и Сальери (Mozart and Salieri)/ 

Alexander Pushkin 

Before Peter Shaffer’s play, Amadeus, there was Pushkin’s Mozart and 

Salieri. One of the Russian poet’s greatest works, this brief “Little 

Tragedy” is a gem of world theatre. Exploring the turbulent 

relationship between two great composers, it is a story of mania, 

music, jealousy and murder. 

Russian 



Queen of Spades (Пиковая дама)/Alexander Pushkin 

Hermann, a Russian officer, learns that his friend’s grandmother, an 

old countess, possesses the secret of winning at cards. Hermann 

begins a liaison with Lizaveta, the countess’s impoverished young 

companion, in order to gain access to the old woman, but when the 

countess refuses to reveal her secret, he threatens her with a pistol 

and she dies of fright. Hermann must now gamble everything, but 

will the old countess have her revenge?  

 

A suspenseful account of a man seeking mystical knowledge that will 

enable him to gamble without risk and, to know the deepest 

forbidden truths. Pushkin’s brief and chilling story is often seen as a 

precursor to Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment. 

Лунастры. Прыжок над звездами (Lunastry: Jump Over 

the Stars)/Natalia Scherba 

What could be better than rushing along the night streets, running, 

making giant leaps almost like flying? Probably only lying on the roof, 

admiring the myriads of sparkling stars - beautiful and distant... That 

was always what Tim thought, until one day a strange girl with silver

-violet eyes appeared in his town. And Tim’s life turned upside 

down. The stars were suddenly very close, and the moon appeared 

in a new, mysterious light. And everything seemed wonderful, 

except Alex—his arch-enemy in frequent fights—turns out to be 

much stronger and more dangerous than he thought. And now Tim 

is faced with a choice—Stars or Moon, Asters or Moonlings... 

English 

Russian 

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch (Один день 

Ивана Денисовича)/Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 

“This brutal, shattering glimpse of the fate of millions of Russians 

under Stalin shook Russia and shocked the world when it first 

appeared. Discover the importance of a piece of bread or an extra 

bowl of soup, the incredible luxury of a book, the ingenious 

possibilities of a nail, a piece of string or a single match in a world 

where survival is all.” 

 

A deeply affecting piece of work which charts one day in the life of 

the inhabitants of a Soviet prison camp. Sobering and insightful. 

English 



El Aleph (The Aleph)/Jorges Luis Borges 

Four short stories touching upon man's struggle with himself and his 

relationship with a world that forces us to seek meaning in 

ourselves.  

 

Full of philosophical puzzles and supernatural surprises, these stories 

contain some of Borges’s most fully realized human characters. 

With uncanny insight he takes us inside the minds of an unrepentant 

Nazi, an imprisoned Mayan priest, fanatical Christian theologians, a 

woman plotting vengeance on her father’s “killer,” and a man 

awaiting his assassin in a Buenos Aires guest house.  

Sherlock Holmes: Escándalo en Bohemia (Sherlock 

Holmes: Scandal in Bohemia)/Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle and Peter Kopl 

In this comic adaptation, Sherlock Holmes must face his most wily 

adversary yet—Irene Adler, “The Woman”.  

 

Contracted by a Bohemian king to retrieve a series of 

compromising photographs ahead of the royal wedding, Holmes is 

caught up in disguises, bluffs, marriages, double bluffs, smoke 

alarms and heartbreak.  

Spanish 

Spanish 

Spanish 



Como Agua Para Chocolate (Like Water for 

Chocolate)/Laura Esquivel 

The number one bestseller in Mexico and America for almost two 

years, Como Agua Para Chocolate is a romantic, poignant tale, 

touched with moments of magic, graphic earthiness, bittersweet wit 

- and recipes. 

 

A sumptuous feast of a novel, it tells the bizarre history of the all-

female De La Garza family. Tita, the youngest daughter of the house, 

has been forbidden to marry, condemned by Mexican tradition to 

look after her mother until she dies. But Tita falls in love with 

Pedro, and he is seduced by the magical food she cooks. In 

desperation Pedro marries her sister Rosaura so that he can stay 

close to Tita… Will their hearts’ desires be realised? 

Open Veins of Latin America/Eduardo Galeano 

Rather than chronology, geography, or political successions, 

Eduardo Galeano has organized the various facets of Latin American 

history according to the patterns of five centuries of exploitation. 

Thus he is concerned with gold and silver, cacao and cotton, rubber 

and coffee, fruit, hides and wool, petroleum, iron, nickel, manganese, 

copper and more. These are the veins which he traces through the 

body of the entire continent, up to the Rio Grande and throughout 

the Caribbean, and all the way to their open ends where they empty 

into the coffers of wealth in the United States and Europe. All 

readers interested in great historical, economic, political, and social 

writing will find a singular analytical achievement, and an 

overwhelming narrative that makes history speak, unforgettably. 

Spanish 

English 

A Cinco Pies de Ti (Five Feet Apart)/ 

Rachael Lippincott 

Stella Grant likes to be in control - even though her totally out of 

control lungs have sent her in and out of the hospital most of her 

life. At this point, what Stella needs to control most is keeping 

herself away from anyone or anything that might pass along an 

infection and jeopardize the possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet 

apart. No exceptions. Meanwhile, the only thing Will Newman 

wants to be in control of is getting out of this hospital. He couldn’t 

care less about his treatments, or a fancy new clinical drug trial. 

Soon, he’ll turn eighteen and then he’ll be able to unplug all these 

machines and actually go see the world, not just its hospitals.  

 

Will’s exactly what Stella needs to stay away from. If he so much as 

breathes on Stella she could lose her spot on the transplant list. 

Either one of them could die. The only way to stay alive is to stay 

apart. But suddenly six feet doesn’t feel like safety. It feels like 

punishment.  

Spanish 



Los Funerales de la Mamá Grande (Big Mama’s 

Funeral)/Gabriel García Márquez  

“This is, for all the world’s unbelievers, the true account of Big 

Mama, absolute sovereign of the Kingdom of Macondo, who lived 

for ninety-two years, and died in the odor of sanctity one Tuesday 

last September, whose funeral was attended by the Pope”  

 

In Los Funerales de la Mamá Grande, we find ourselves in Macondo 

once again, among familiar characters and episodes but now dead 

birds fall on the town, a priest sees the devil or claims to have found 

the wandering Jew and we learn that visiting the grave of a loved 

one is an unpredictable risk. Gabriel García Márquez collects seven 

stories and a short novel that gives its title to the collection, in 

which the magical and fantastical elements that henceforth would 

define his work, appear in all their splendour. 

Life and Death in the Andes/Kim MacQuarrie 

The Andes Mountains are the world's longest mountain chain, 

linking most of the countries in South America. Kim MacQuarrie 

takes us on a historical journey through this unique region, bringing 

fresh insight and contemporary connections to such fabled 

characters as Charles Darwin, Che Guevara, Pablo Escobar, Butch 

Cassidy, Thor Heyerdahl, and others.  

 

Collectively these stories tell us something about the spirit of South 

America. What makes South America different from other 

continents and what makes the cultures of the Andes different from 

other cultures found there? How did the capitalism introduced by 

the Spaniards change South America? Why did Shining Path leader 

Guzmán nearly succeed in his revolutionary quest while Che 

Guevara in Bolivia was a complete failure in his? 

Spanish 

English 

Cuentos Escogidos (Collected Stories)/ 

Horacio Quiroga 

Horacio Quiroga, a celebrated writer of the short story, played a 

leading role in the Modernist movement that emerged in Buenos 

Aires at the turn of the century. His stories combine something of 

Guy de Maupassant and Edgar Allan Poe, sharing Poe's interest in 

the strange and the abnormal but seldom straying from a realistic 

setting. His most famous stories take place in the jungles of Misiones 

and depict man’s impotence against nature’s violent horror. 

Spanish 



Réquiem por un Campesino Español (Requiem for a 

Spanish Peasant)/ Ramon J. Sender 

The novel details a dramatic episode of civil war in a small 

Aragonese village. Mosén Millán is ready to offer a mass in suffrage 

of the soul of a young man whom he has loved as a son. While he 

waits for his assistants, the priest reconstructs the facts: mainly the 

failure of his mediation, with which he thought he could save the 

young man, but which only served to deliver him to his 

executioners. The story is one of perfect sobriety and a simplicity 

that is no less profound and shocking.  

 

Without a doubt, Réquiem por un Campesino Español is one of the 

best works of Ramón J. Sender and a definitive book about the civil 

war. 

Las Fuentes del Silencio (The Fountains of Silence)/ 

Ruta Sepetys  

Madrid, 1957. Daniel is young, wealthy and unsure of his place in the 

world, viewing the city through the lens of his camera. Ana is a hotel 

maid whose family is suffering under the fascist dictatorship of 

General Franco. 

 

Lives and hearts collide as they unite to uncover the hidden 

darkness within the city. A darkness that could engulf them all… 

 

Master storyteller Ruta Sepetys once again shines light into one of 

history's darkest corners in this epic, heart-wrenching novel about 

identity, unforgettable love and the hidden violence of silence. 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Ghosts of Spain/Giles Tremlett 

Spaniards are reputed to be amongst Europe's most forthright 

people. So why have they kept silent about the terrors of their Civil 

War and the rule of General Franco? This apparent 'pact of 

forgetting' inspired writer Giles Tremlett to embark on a journey 

around Spain and its history. He found the ghosts of Spain 

everywhere, almost always arguing. Who caused the Civil War? 

Why do Basque terrorists kill? Why do Catalans hate Madrid? Did 

the Islamist bombers who killed 190 people in 2004 dream of a 

return to Spain's Moorish past? Tremlett's curiosity leads him down 

some strange and colourful byroads, and brings him unexpected 

insights into the Spanish character.  

English 



 

 

Is there a book you are dying to read but it’s not on the challenge? 

Why not go off trail?  

Pick up to 2 language-related books of your own choice, and they 

will count towards your 5 book total, just make sure you have borrowed 

them from the library! 
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Choose your own!  
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