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How does the challenge work?  

You need to read 5 books from this collection by the end of 

Summer Term 2023. 

Every time you finish a book from the list, let us know and 

we’ll record your progress.  

Once you have read 5 books and conquered the Everest 

Reading Challenge, you win a place for you and a friend on a 

reward trip to Pizza Hut & Cineworld in June! 

English Literature NEA 

This collection has also been design to help you select texts 

for the English Literature NEA. You need to choose two prose 

texts, one published pre-2000, and one published post-2000.  

The texts in this booklet are from a range of different time 

periods. For each text, we’ve outlined the main themes and 

given the year of publication, as well as suggestions for 

companion texts.  

We also have a separate collection of Twenty-First 

Century Fiction, which you can find by going to the 

Memorial Library Firefly page.  This is also arranged by theme, 

and focuses on post-2000 texts.  





LitCharts  

LitCharts is a website which provides accessible, in-depth 

guides to a wide range of literature. Guides are written by 

experts in student-friendly language, and include plot 

summaries, analysis, key themes, important quotations, and 

character profiles.  

We’ve highlighted novels for which a LitCharts guide is 

available with an icon:  

 

You can get the log-in details for LitCharts by visiting our 

Firefly page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

guide available 

Scan the QR code: 

Or visit:  

http://firefly.marlboroughcollege.org/memorial-library/e-library-1/

litcharts-1  



Books in this challenge 

This is the complete list of The Summit challenge books. There’s 

more information about all the books in the following pages. Don’t 

forget, you can also read up to 2 books of your own choice 

towards the challenge total.  

PRE-2000 TEXTS:  

 Things Fall Apart/Chinua Achebe 

 Money/Martin Amis 

 The Handmaid’s Tale/Margaret 

Atwood 

 Pride and Prejudice/Jane Austen 

 If Beale Street Could Talk/James 

Baldwin 

 The Wasp Factory/ Iain Banks 

 A Clockwork Orange/Anthony 

Burgess 

 Kindred/Octavia Butler  

 Breakfast at Tiffany’s/Truman 

Capote 

 The Death of Grass/John 

Christopher 

 Heart of Darkness/Joseph Conrad 

 The Man in the High Castle/Philip 

K. Dick 

 The Virgin Suicides/Jeffrey 

Eugenides 

 Birdsong/Sebastian Faulks 

 Howards End/E.M. Forster 

 The Collector/John Fowles 

 Faces in the Water/Janet Frame 

 Tess of the D'Urbervilles/Thomas 

Hardy 

 The Talented Mr. Ripley/Patricia 

Highsmith 

 About a Boy/Nick Hornby  

 The Remains of the Day/Kazuo 

Ishiguro 

 We Have Always Lived in the 

Castle/Shirley Jackson 

 The Children of Men/P.D. James  

 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest/

Ken Kesey 

 Lady Chatterley’s Lover/D.H. 

Lawrence  

 The Stepford Wives/Ira Levin  

 Enduring Love/Ian McEwan 

 Beloved/Toni Morrison 

 Lolita/Vladimir Nabokov 

 Fight Club/Chuck Palahniuk 

 Knowledge of Angels/Jill Paton 

Walsh 

 The Bell Jar/Sylvia Plath 

 Voyage in the Dark/Jean Rhys 

 Requiem for a Dream/Hubert Selby 

Jr. 

 Frankenstein/Mary Shelley 

 Bad News/Edward St. Aubyn 

 Dracula/Bram Stoker 

 The Secret History/Donna Tartt  



 The Color Purple/Alice Walker 

 Brideshead Revisited/Evelyn 

Waugh 

 The Picture of Dorian Gray/Oscar 

Wilde 

 Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit/

Jeanette Winterson 

 Mrs Dalloway/Virginia Woolf 

 

POST-2000 TEXTS:  

 Call Me By Your Name/André 

Aciman  

 Americanah/Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie  

 The Power/Naomi Alderman 

 Super-Cannes/JG Ballard 

 The Silence of the Girls/Pat Barker 

 The Vanishing Half/Brit Bennett  

 Assembly/Natasha Brown 

 The New Wilderness/Diane Cook 

 Girl, Woman, Other/Bernadine 

Evaristo 

 Blonde Roots/Bernadine Evaristo 

 Under the Skin/Michael Faber 

 Engleby/Sebastian Faulks 

 The Promise/Damon Galgut 

 The Reluctant Fundamentalist/

Mohsin Hamid  

 Moth Smoke/Mohsin Hamid 

 The Line of Beauty/Alan 

Hollinghurst  

 Common Ground/Naomi Ishiguro 

 Never Let Me Go/Kazuo Ishiguro 

 An American Marriage/Tayari Jones 

 Pigeon English/Stephen Kelman  

 Who They Was/Gabriel Krauze  

 The Topeka School/Ben Lerner 

 Leaving the Atocha Station/Ben 

Lerner  

 Small Island/Andrea Levy 

 How to Kill Your Family/Bella 

Mackie 

 Blue Ticket/Sophie Mackintosh 

 How Beautiful We Were/Imbolo 

Mbue  

 No Country For Old Men/Cormac 

McCarthy 

 Atonement/Ian McEwan 

 Gather the Daughters/Jennie 

Melamed 

 Eileen/Ottessa Moshfegh  

 Little Fires Everywhere/Celeste Ng 

 Kill Your Friends/John Niven 

 Mayflies/Andrew O’Hagan 

 Vernon God Little/D.B.C. Pierre  

 Normal People/Sally Rooney 

 My Dark Vanessa/Kate Elizabeth 

Russell 

 Family Life/Akhil Sharma  

 The Machine/James Smythe 

 Station Eleven/Emily St John 

Mandel 

 Young Mungo/Douglas Stuart 

 Brooklyn/Colm Tóibín 

 Harlem Shuffle/Colson Whitehead 

 A Little Life/Hanya Yanagihara  
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What’s in this book? 

Look out for these icons which will tell you the main themes of 

the books in this challenge:   





PRE-

2000 

TEXTS 



Things Fall Apart/Chinua Achebe 

Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his fame 
spreads throughout West Africa like a bush-fire. But when he 
accidentally kills a clansman, things begin to fall apart. 

Then Okonkwo returns from exile to find missionaries and colonial 
governors have arrived in the village. With his world thrown 
radically off-balance, he can only hurtle towards tragedy. 
 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration 

| Historical | Male Identity/Experience | Race | Society, Politics, 

Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 English Passengers by Matthew Kneale (2000) 

 Beasts of No Nation by Uzodinma Iweala (2005) 

 The Mission Song by John le Carré (2006) 

 Americanah by Chimanda Ngozi Adiche (2013)  

 How Beautiful We Were by Imbolo Mbue (2021 

Money /Martin Amis 
This is the story of John Self, consumer extraordinaire. Rolling 

around New York and London, he makes deals, spends wildly and 

does reckless movie-world business, all the while grabbing 

everything he can to sate his massive appetites: alcohol, tobacco, 

pills, pornography, a mountain of junk food and more. Ceaselessly 

inventive and thrillingly savage, this is a tale of life lived without 

restraint; of money, the terrible things it can do and the disasters it 

can precipitate. 

 

A novel of wit and satire aimed at questioning our relationship with 

money and consumerism.  

 

Themes: 
Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Male Identity/Experience | Society, 

Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Super-Cannes by J.G. Ballard (2000) 

 Kill Your Friends by John Niven (2008)  

 Leaving the Atocha Station by Ben Lerner (2011) 

 Astroturf by Matthew Sperling (2018) 

1984 

1958 

guide available 



The Handmaid’s Tale/Margaret Atwood 
Set in twenty-first century America, Atwood depicts a society that 

has grown culturally and physically sterile under a religious 

fundamentalist dictatorship. Only a small number of women are still 

fertile, and these so-called ‘handmaids’ are both prized for and 

reduced to their reproductive function, being assigned to wealthy 

and powerful men in order to bear their children. The story focuses 

on one of these handmaids, Offred, and her tale encompasses both 

life before the rise of fundamentalism, her growing resistance to the 

regime, and her attempted escape. A classic feminist exploration of 

sexual politics, set in a dystopian future world.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Dystopia, Post-Apocalypse | Female 

Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Daughters of the North by Sarah Hall (2007)  

 The Power by Naomi Alderman (2016) 

 Gather the Daughters by Jennie Melamed  (2017) 

 Red Clocks by Leni Zumas (2018) 

 Blue Ticket by Sophie Mackintosh (2020) 

Pride and Prejudice/Jane Austen 

When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam 

Darcy, she thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to 

her good looks and lively mind. In the sparkling comedy of manners 

that follows, Jane Austen shows the folly of judging by first 

impressions and superbly evokes the friendships, gossip and 

snobberies of provincial middle-class life.  

 

Pride and Prejudice is also a novel about the search for happiness and 

self- knowledge in a world of strict social rules, where a woman 

must marry well to survive.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social 

Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 On Beauty by Zadie Smith (2005) 

 Americanah by Chimanda Ngozi Adiche (2013)  

 Normal People by Sally Rooney (2018) 

 Assembly by Natasha Brown (2021) 

1813 

1985 

guide available 

guide available 



If Beale Street Could Talk/James Baldwin 
Harlem, the black soul of New York City, in the era of Aretha 

Franklin and Ray Charles. The narrator of Baldwin's novel is Tish 

nineteen, and pregnant. Her lover Fonny, father of her child, is in jail 

accused of rape. Flashbacks from their love affair are woven into the 

compelling struggle of two families to win justice for Fonny. To this 

love story James Baldwin brings a spare and impassioned intensity, 

charging it with universal resonance and power. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001) 

 The Secret River by Kate Grenville (2006) 

 An American Marriage by Tayari Jones (2019) 

 The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead (2020) 

Giovanni’s Room/James Baldwin  

When David meets the sensual Giovanni in a bohemian bar, he is 

swept into a passionate love affair. But his girlfriend’s return to Paris 

destroys everything. Unable to admit to the truth, David pretends 

the liaison never happened – while Giovanni’s life descends into 

tragedy.  

 

Considered an 'audacious' second novel, Giovanni’s Room is set in the 

1950s Paris of American expatriates, liaisons, and violence. This 

now-classic story of a fated love triangle explores, with 

uncompromising clarity, the conflicts between desire, conventional 

morality and sexual identity.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male 

Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Line of Beauty by Allan Hollinghurst (2004) 

 Call Me By Your Name by André Aciman (2007) 

 Days Without End by Sebastian Barry (2017) 

 Swimming in the Dark by Tomasz Jedrowski (2020) 

 Exciting Times by Naoise Dolan (2020) 

 Young Mungo by Douglas Stuart (2022)  

1956 

1984 

guide available 

guide available 



The Wasp Factory/ Iain Banks 

“Two years after I killed Blyth I murdered my young brother Paul, 

for quite different reasons than I'd disposed of Blyth, and then a year 

after that I did for my young cousin Esmerelda, more or less on a 

whim. That's my score to date. Three. I haven't killed anybody for 

years, and don't intend to ever again. It was just a stage I was going 

through.” 

 

The Wasp Factory is a bizarre, imaginative, disturbing, and darkly 

comic look into the mind of a child psychopath - one of the most 

infamous of contemporary Scottish novels.  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Families, Friendships | 

Gothic, Horror | Mental Illness. Psychology, Trauma  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Under the Skin by Michael Faber (2000) 

 We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver (2003)  

 Weathercock by Glen Duncan (2004) 

 Engleby by Sebastian Faulks (2007) 

 How to Kill Your Family by Bella Mackie (2021) 

A Clockwork Orange/Anthony Burgess 
Fifteen-year-old Alex doesn’t just like ultraviolence—he also enjoys 

rape, drugs and Beethoven’s Ninth. He and his gang rampage 

through a dystopian future, hunting for thrills. But when Alex finds 

himself at the mercy of the state and the ministrations of Dr 

Brodsky, the government psychologist, he discovers that fun is no 

longer the order of the day… 

 

Dark, forbidding, funny with a language that is bent and twisted, 

Clockwork Orange is an ingenious work of fiction that disturbs and 

delights in equal measure.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Comedy, Satire | Dystopia, Post-

Apocalypse | Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Male Identity/

Experience 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Super-Cannes by J.G. Ballard (2000) 

 Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane (2003) 

 Engleby by Sebastian Faulks (2007) 

 Kill Your Friends by John Niven (2008)  

1962 

1984 

guide available 

guide available 



Kindred/Octavia Butler  

In 1976, Dana dreams of being a writer. In 1815, she is assumed a 

slave. 

 

An intellectually and emotionally profound meditation on the 

prejudices of the past and the ambiguous march of progress, Butler’s 

stunning time-travel narrative sees a Black woman thrown through 

points in history where her very presence could sign her death 

warrant. Skilfully utilising the tropes of science fiction to tell a 

politically and morally absorbing story, Kindred haunts and questions 

on every page.   

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Historical | 

Magical Realism | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Blonde Roots by Bernadine Evaristo (2009) 

 The Long Song by Andrea Levy (2010) 

 The Confessions of Frannie Langton by Sarah Collins (2019) 

 The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates (2019) 

 The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett (2020) 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s/Truman Capote 
'What I've found does the most good is just to get into a taxi and go 

to Tiffany's. It calms me down right away, the quietness and the 

proud look of it; nothing very bad could happen to you there, not 

with those kind men in their nice suits...' 

 

Meet Holly Golightly - a free spirited, lop-sided romantic girl about 

town. With her tousled blond hair and upturned nose, dark glasses 

and chic black dresses, Holly is a style sensation wherever she goes. 

Her apartment rocks to Martini-soaked parties and she plays 

hostess to millionaires and gangsters alike. Yet Holly never loses 

sight of her ultimate dream - to find a real life place like Tiffany's that 

makes her feel at home. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Brooklyn by Colm Tóibín (2009) 

 Rules of Civility by Amor Towles (2011) 

 City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert (2019) 

 Luster by Raven Leilani (2020) 

1958 

1979 

guide available 

guide available 



The Death of Grass/John Christopher 
The Chung-Li virus has devastated Asia, wiping out the rice crop 

and leaving riots and mass starvation in its wake. The rest of the 

world looks on with concern, though safe in the expectation that a 

counter-virus will be developed any day. Then Chung-Li mutates and 

spreads and global famine threatens. In Britain the Government lies 

to its citizens, devising secret plans to preserve the lives of a few at 

the expense of the many. Getting wind of what’s in store, John 

Custance and his family decide they must abandon their London 

home, and so they begin the long trek across a country fast 

descending into barbarism… 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Dystopia, Post-Apocalypse | Environment, 

Nature | Families, Friendships | Male Identity/Experience | Society, 

Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Road by Cormac McCarthy (2006) 

 The Year of the Flood by Margaret Atwood (2009) 

 Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel (2014) 

 The New Wilderness by Diane Cook (2020) 

Heart of Darkness/Joseph Conrad 
Based on Conrad’s own experiences with a Belgian trading company 

in the Congo, Heart of Darkness is an incisive exploration of 

Western colonialism in Africa. It follows the story of Marlow, a 

sailor who takes passage on a series of European steamboats, 

journeying into the interior of Africa, which Marlow describes as “a 

place of darkness.” However the violent exploitation of the African 

people that Marlow witnesses along the way, lead us to question the 

nature and source of this darkness, and reveals the illegitimacy and 

unrestrained brutality of the colonial enterprise.   

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration 

| Male Identity/Experience | Mental Illness. Psychology, Trauma | 

Race 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 English Passengers by Matthew Kneale (2000) 

 Beasts of No Nation by Uzodinma Iweala (2005) 

 The Mission Song by John le Carré (2006) 

 Blonde Roots by Bernadine Evaristo (2009) 

 How Beautiful We Were by Imbolo Mbue (2021) 

1899 

1956 

guide available 



The Man in the High Castle/Philip K. Dick 
Imagine if the Axis powers had won the Second World War. 

Imagine if America had been carved in two, one half going to the 

Nazi Reich and the other to the Japanese empire. This is the world 

of The Man in the High Castle.  

 

Set against this backdrop a small group of resistance cells work to 

undermine the occupying forces, and a mysterious author releases a 

book that questions if any of this ever really happened… 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Dystopia, Post-Apocalypse | Society, 

Politics, Social Class | War 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Plot Against America by Philip Roth (2004) 

 Hitler's Peace by Philip Kerr (2005) 

 Dominion by CJ Sansom (2012) 

 Life After Life by Kate Atkinson (2013) 

The Virgin Suicides/Jeffrey Eugenides 
This is the story of the five Lisbon sisters – beautiful, eccentric, and 

obsessively watched by the entire neighbourhood. The boys that 

once loved them from afar are now grown men, determined to 

understand a tragedy that has always defied explanation. For still, 

the question remains – why did all five of the Lisbon girls take their 

own lives? 

 

This hypnotic and unforgettable novel treats adolescent love and 

death with haunting sensitivity and dark humour, and creates a 

coming-of-age story unlike any of our time. 

 

Themes: 
Death, Grief, Bereavement | Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Mental Illness. 

Psychology, Trauma | Time, Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Blind Assassin by Margaret Atwood (2000) 

 The Gathering by Anne Enright (2007) 

 We The Animals by Justin Torres (2011)  

 A Line Made by Walking, by Sara Baume (2017) 

 The Water Cure by Sophie Mackintosh (2018) 

 City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert (2019) 

1993 

1962 

guide available 



Birdsong/Sebastian Faulks 

A novel of overwhelming emotional power, Birdsong is a story of 

love, death, sex and survival. Stephen Wraysford, a young 

Englishman, arrives in Amiens in northern France in 1910 to stay 

with the Azaire family, and falls in love with unhappily married 

Isabelle. But, with the world on the brink of war, the relationship 

falters, and Stephen volunteers to fight on the Western Front. His 

love for Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, he experiences the 

unprecedented horrors of that conflict - from which neither he nor 

any reader of this book can emerge unchanged. 

 

Themes: 
Death, Grief, Bereavement | Historical | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Male Identity/Experience | Mental Illness. Psychology, 

Trauma | War 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 A Long Long Way by Sebastian Barry (2005) 

 The Narrow Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan (2014) 

 Days Without End by Sebastian Barry (2017) 

 The Winter Soldier by Daniel Mason (2018) 

Howards End/ E.M. Forster 
A heartbreaking and provocative tale of three families at the 

beginning of the twentieth century: the rich Wilcoxes, the gentle, 

idealistic Schlegels and the lower-middle class Basts. As the Schlegel 

sisters try desperately to help the Basts and educate the close-

minded Wilcoxes, the families are drawn together in love, lies and 

death. 

 

This novel shows Forster’s inner most thoughts on the changes in 

the world around him. His fears over modernisation and the loss of 

a simpler way of life.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001) 

 Falling Angels by Tracy Chevalier (2001)  

 The Line of Beauty by Allan Hollinghurst (2004) 

 On Beauty by Zadie Smith (2005) 

 Common Ground by Naomi Ishiguro (2021) 

1910 

1993 

guide available 

guide available 



The Collector/John Fowles 
Withdrawn, uneducated and unloved, Frederick collects butterflies 

and takes photographs. He is obsessed with a beautiful stranger, the 

art student Miranda. When he wins the pools he buys a remote 

Sussex house and calmly abducts Miranda, believing she will grow to 

love him in time. Alone and desperate, Miranda must struggle to 

overcome her own prejudices and contempt if she is understand her 

captor, and so gain her freedom.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Female Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male 

Identity/Experience | Mental Illness. Psychology, Trauma | Society, 

Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver (2003) 

 Engleby by Sebastian Faulks (2007) 

 Things We Have in Common by Tasha Kavanagh (2015) 

 How to Kill Your Family by Bella Mackie (2021)  

Faces in the Water/Janet Frame 

When Janet Frame's doctor suggested that she write about her 

traumatic experiences in mental institutions in order to free herself 

from them, the result was Faces in the Water, a powerful and 

poignant novel.  

 

Istina Mavet descends through increasingly desolate wards, with the 

threat of leucotomy ever present. As she observes her fellow 

patients, long dismissed by hospital staff, with humour and 

compassion, she reveals her original and questing mind. This riveting 

novel became an international classic, translated into nine languages, 

and has also been used as a medical school text.  

 

Themes: 
Female Identity/Experience | Mental Illness. Psychology, Trauma | 

Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry (2008) 

 The Quickening Maze by Adam Foulds (2009) 

 Promising Young Women by Suzanne Scanlon (2012) 

 Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (2016) 

1961 

1963 



Tess of the D'Urbervilles/Thomas Hardy 
When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship 

with the wealthy D’Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family 

fortune, meeting her ‘cousin’ Alec proves to be her downfall. A very 

different man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation; 

but Tess must choose whether to reveal her past or remain silent in 

the hope of a peaceful future. With its sensitive depiction of the 

wronged Tess and with its powerful criticism of social convention, 

Tess of the D'Urbervilles is one of the most moving and poetic of 

Hardy’s Novels.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 A Girl Is a Half-formed Thing by Eimear McBride (2012) 

 Left of the Bang by Claire Lowdon (2015) 

 Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo (2019) 

 This Mournable Body by Tsitsi Dangarembga (2020) 

 How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps Her House by Cherie Jones 

(2021) 

The Talented Mr. Ripley/Patricia Highsmith 
Since his debut in 1955, Tom Ripley has evolved into the ultimate 

bad boy sociopath. Here, in the first Ripley novel, we are introduced 

to suave Tom Ripley, a young striver, newly arrived in the heady 

world of Manhattan. A product of a broken home, branded a "sissy" 

by his dismissive Aunt Dottie, Ripley meets a wealthy industrialist 

who hires him to bring his playboy son, Dickie Greenleaf, back from 

gallivanting in Italy. Soon Ripley's fascination with Dickie's debonair 

lifestyle turns obsessive as he finds himself enraged by Dickie's 

ambivalent affections for Marge, a charming American dilettante. The 

Talented Mr. Ripley serves as an unforgettable introduction to this 

smooth confidence man, with a talent for murder and self-invention.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/Experience 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Notes on a Scandal by Zoe Heller (2003) 

 Girls on Fire by Robin Wasserman (2016) 

 A Ladder to the Sky by John Boyne (2018)  

 Marilou is Everywhere by Sarah Smith (2019) 

 Bitter Orange by Claire Fuller (2019)  

1955 

1891 

guide available 

guide available 



About a Boy/Nick Hornby  

Thirty-six-year-old Londoner Will loves his life. Living carefree off 

the royalties of his dad's Christmas song, he's rich, unattached and 

has zero responsibilities - just the way he likes it. 

 

But when Will meets Marcus, an awkward twelve-year-old who 

listens to Joni Mitchell and accidentally kills ducks with loaves of 

bread, an unlikely friendship starts to bloom.  

 

Can this odd duo teach each another how to finally act their age?  

 

Themes: 
Comedy, Satire | Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman 

| Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/Experience  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Mother’s Milk by Edward St Aubyn (2006) 

 Leaving the Atocha Station - Ben Lerner (2011) 

 Family Life by Akhil Sharma (2014)  

 Common Ground by Naomi Ishiguro (2021) 

The Remains of the Day/Kazuo Ishiguro 

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, a long-serving butler at Darlington 

Hall, decides to take a motoring trip through the West Country. 

The six-day excursion becomes a journey into the past of Stevens 

and England, a past that takes in fascism, two world wars, and an 

unrealised love between the butler and his housekeeper.  

 

Wistfully elegiac and simmeringly romantic, The Remains of the Day is 

Ishiguro’s meditation on duty, repressed desire and self-sacrifice, as 

seen through the eyes of a dedicated, unshakeably loyal butler. 

Expertly capturing a moment in time, this tale of convention and lost 

opportunities in an interwar stately home is both a deeply affecting 

and richly atmospheric read.  

 

Themes: 
Historical | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, Memory 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001) 

 On Chesil Beach by Ian McEwan (2007) 

 The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes (2011) 

 The Stranger's Child by Alan Hollinghurst (2011) 

 The Promise by Damon Galgut (2021)  

1989 

1998 

guide available 



We Have Always Lived in the Castle/ 

Shirley Jackson 

Living in the Blackwood family home with only her sister Constance 

and her Uncle Julian for company, Merricat just wants to preserve 

their delicate way of life. But ever since Constance was acquitted of 

murdering the rest of the family, the world isn't leaving the 

Blackwoods alone. And when Cousin Charles arrives, armed with 

overtures of friendship and a desperate need to get into the safe, 

Merricat must do everything in her power to protect the remaining 

family.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic |  Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | Gothic, Horror | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Society, 

Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 History of Wolves by Emily Fridlund (2017) 

 Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng (2017) 

 Everything Under by Daisy Johnson (2018) 

 The Water Cure by Sophie Mackintosh (2018) 

 Unsettled Ground by Claire Fuller (2021) 

The Children of Men/P.D. James  

The year is 2021. No child has been born for twenty-five years. The 

human race faces extinction. 

 

Under the despotic rule of Xan Lyppiat, the Warden of England, the 

old are despairing and the young cruel. Theo Faren, a cousin of the 

Warden, lives a solitary life in this ominous atmosphere. That is, 

until a chance encounter with a young woman leads him into 

contact with a group of dissenters. Suddenly his life is changed 

irrevocably as he faces agonising choices which could affect the 

future of mankind. 

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalypse | Female Identity/Experience | Male 

Identity/Experience | Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, 

Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Road by Cormac McCarthy (2006) 

 The Testaments by Margaret Atwood (2019) 

 The New Wilderness by Diane Cook (2020) 

 Blue Ticket by Sophie Mackintosh (2020) 

1992 

1962 

guide available 

guide available 



One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest/Ken Kesey 
Tyrannical Nurse Ratched rules her ward in an Oregon State mental 

hospital with a strict and unbending routine, unopposed by her 

patients, who remain cowed by mind-numbing medication and the 

threat of electroshock therapy. But her regime is disrupted by the 

arrival of McMurphy - the swaggering, fun-loving trickster with a 

devilish grin who resolves to oppose her rules on behalf of his 

fellow inmates. A raucous, ribald novel that examines the line 

between sanity and madness. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Male Identity/Experience | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | 

Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane (2003) 

 The Quickening Maze by Adam Foulds (2009) 

 Promising Young Women by Suzanne Scanlon (2012) 

 Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (2016) 

Lady Chatterley’s Lover/D.H. Lawrence  

Lady Constance Chatterley feels trapped in her sexless marriage to 

Sir Clifford. Paralysed in the First World War, Sir Clifford is unable 

to fulfil his wife emotionally or physically, and encourages her 

instead to have a liaison with a man of their own class. But Connie is 

attracted instead to Oliver Mellors, her husband's gamekeeper, with 

whom she embarks on a passionate affair that brings new life to her 

stifled existence.  

 

One of the most infamous books in British literature, which still has 

much to say about social class, sexual desire and gender politics.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 On Chesil Beach by Ian McEwan (2007) 

 Left of the Bang by Claire Lowdon (2015) 

 Conversations with Friends by Sally Rooney (2017)  

 Normal People by Sally Rooney (2018) 

 Luster by Raven Leilani (2020) 

 Swimming Home by Deborah Levy (2011) 

1928 

1962 

guide available 



The Stepford Wives/Ira Levin  

All the beautiful people live in idyllic Stepford, Connecticut, an 

affluent, suburban Eden populated with successful, satisfied hubbies 

and beautiful, dutiful wives. For Joanna Eberhart, newly arrived with 

her husband and two children, it all seems too good to be true - 

from the sweet Welcome Wagon lady to all those cheerful, friendly 

faces in the supermarket checkout lines. 

 

But just beneath the town's flawless surface, something is sordid and 

wrong - something abominable with roots in the local Men's 

Association. And it may already be too late for Joanna to save 

herself from being devoured by Stepford's hideous perfection. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Morality, 

Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (2005) 

 The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins (2015)  

 The Power by Naomi Alderman (2016) 

 Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng (2017) 

 The Husbands by Chandler Baker (2021) 

Enduring Love/Ian McEwan  

One windy spring day in the Chilterns Joe Rose's calm, organised life 

is shattered by a ballooning accident. The afternoon could have 

ended in mere tragedy, but for his brief meeting with Jed Parry. 

Unknown to Joe, something passes between them - something that 

gives birth in Parry to an obsession so powerful that it will test to 

the limits Joe's beloved scientific rationalism, threaten the love of his 

wife Clarissa and drive him to the brink of murder and madness.  

 

“A plot so engrossing that it seems reckless to pick the book up in 

the evening if you plan to get any sleep that night.” 

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Love, Sexuality, Relationships  

| Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Notes on a Scandal by Zoë Heller (2003)  

 Engleby by Sebastian Faulks (2007) 

 Things We Have in Common by Tasha Kavanagh (2015) 

 Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (2016) 

1997 

1972 

guide available 



Beloved/Toni Morrison 
Terrible, unspeakable things happened to Sethe at Sweet Home, the 

farm where she lived as a slave for so many years until she escaped 

to Ohio. Her new life is full of hope but eighteen years later she is 

still not free. Sethe's new home is not only haunted by the 

memories of her past but also by the ghost of her baby, who died 

nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: 

Beloved.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | Historical | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Race | 

Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Long Song by Andrea Levy (2010)  

 Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi (2016)  

 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (2016)  

 The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates (2019)  

Lolita/Vladimir Nabokov 

'Lolita, light of my life, fire of my loins. My sin, my soul. Lo-lee-ta: the 

tip of my tongue taking a trip of three steps down the palate to tap, 

at three, on the teeth. Lo. Lee. Ta.'  

 

Humbert Humbert is a middle-aged, frustrated college professor. In 

love with his landlady's twelve-year-old daughter Lolita, he'll do 

anything to possess her. Unable and unwilling to stop himself, he is 

prepared to commit any crime to get what he wants. Is he in love or 

insane? A silver-tongued poet or a pervert? A tortured soul or a 

monster? Or is he all of these?  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Love, Sexuality, Relationships  | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | 

Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Notes on a Scandal by Zoë Heller (2003)  

 Engleby by Sebastian Faulks (2007) 

 A History of Loneliness by John Boyne (2014)  

 Things We Have in Common by Tasha Kavanagh (2015) 

 Putney by Sofka Zinovieff (2018)  

 My Dark Vanessa by Kate Elizabeth Russell (2020) 

1955 

1987 

guide available 

guide available 



Fight Club/Chuck Palahniuk 
Every weekend, in basements and parking lots across the country, 

young men with good white-collar jobs and absent fathers take off 

their shoes and shirts and fight each other barehanded for as long as 

they have to. Then they go back to those jobs with blackened eyes 

and loosened teeth and the sense that they can handle anything. 

Fight Club is the invention of Tyler Durden, projectionist, waiter 

and dark, anarchic genius. And it's only the beginning of his plans for 

revenge on a world where cancer support groups have the corner 

on human warmth.  

 

Themes: 
Comedy, Satire | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/Experience | Mental Illness, 

Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Super-Cannes by J. G. Ballard (2000) 

 Layer Cake by JJ Connolly (2000)  

 The Contortionist's Handbook by Craig Clevenger (2002) 

 Astroturf by Matthew Sperling (2018) 

Knowledge of Angels/Jill Paton Walsh 
It is, perhaps, the fifteenth century and the ordered tranquillity of a 

Mediterranean island is about to be shattered by the appearance of 

two outsiders: one, a castaway, plucked from the sea by fishermen, 

whose beliefs represent a challenge to the established order; the 

other, a child abandoned by her mother and suckled by wolves, who 

knows nothing of the precarious relationship between Church and 

State but whose innocence will become the subject of a dangerous 

experiment.  

 

This book questions  the nature of belief and organised religion is a 

philosophical game of life and death. 

 

Themes: 
Historical | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Disobedience by Naomi Alderman (2006)  

 The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid (2007)  

 Harvest by Jim Crace (2013)  

 The Book of Strange New Things by Michel Faber (2014)  

 The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen (2015)  

1994 

1996 

guide available 



The Bell Jar/Sylvia Plath 
When Esther Greenwood wins an internship on a New York 

fashion magazine in 1953, she is elated, believing she will finally 

realise her dream to become a writer. But in between the cocktail 

parties and piles of manuscripts, Esther's life begins to slide out of 

control. She finds herself spiralling into serious depression as she 

grapples with difficult relationships and a society which refuses to 

take her aspirations seriously. 

The Bell Jar is partially based on Plath's own life and descent into 

mental illness, and has become a modern classic. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Female Identity/Experience | Mental Illness, 

Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld (2005)  

 Green Girl by Kate Zambreno (2011)  

 Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (2016) 

 A Line Made by Walking by Sara Baume (2017) 

 This Mournable Body by Tsitsi Dangarembga (2020)  

Voyage in the Dark/Jean Rhys 
It was as if a curtain had fallen, hiding everything I had ever known,' 

says Anna Morgan, eighteen years old and catapulted to England 

from the West Indies after the death of her beloved father. 

Working as a chorus girl, Anna drifts into the demi-monde of 

Edwardian London. But there, dismayed by the unfamiliar cold and 

greyness, she is absolutely alone and floating from innocence to 

harsh experience. Her childish dreams have been replaced by the 

harsher reality of living in a man's world, where all charity has its 

price. The reverse of a colonial narrative, this book looks at what 

happens when those flung to the far corners of the globe return 

home only to find it cold, strange and unwelcoming.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration 

| Female Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Mental 

Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Green Girl by Kate Zambreno (2011)  

 Dominicana by Angie Cruz (2019)  

 Exciting Times by Naoise Dola (2020)  

 This Mournable Body by Tsitsi Dangarembga (2020) 

1934 

1963 

guide available 

guide available 



Requiem for a Dream/Hubert Selby Jr. 
Harry Goldfarb, heroin addict and son of lonely widow Sara, cares 

only about enjoying the good life with girlfriend Marion and best 

friend Tyrone C Love, and making the most of all the hash, poppers 

and dope they can get. Sara Goldfarb sits at home with the TV, 

dreaming of the life she could have and struggling with her own 

addictions - food and diet pills. But these four will pay a terrible 

price for the pleasures they believe they are entitled to. A 

passionate, heart-breaking tale of the crushing weight of hope and 

expectation, Requiem for a Dream is a dark modern-day fable of New 

York.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Moth Smoke by Mohsin Hamid (2000) 

 Skagboys by Irvine Welsh (2012) 

 A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara (2015) 

 Cherry by Nico Walker (2018)  

Frankenstein/Mary Shelley 
Victor Frankenstein driven by the mad dream of creating his own 

creature, experiments with alchemy and science to build a monster 

stitched together from dead remains. Once the creature becomes a 

living breathing articulate entity, it turns on its maker and the novel 

darkens into tragedy. Although first published in 1818, Shelley’s 

masterpiece still maintains a strong grip on the imagination and has 

been the inspiration for numerous horror movies, television and 

stage adaptations. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Gothic, Horror  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (2005)  

 The Fear Index by Robert Harris (2011)  

 Frankenstein in Baghdad by Ahmed Saadawi (2013)  

 The Machine by James Smythe (2013) 

 The Girl with All the Gifts by Mike Carey (2014)  

 Children of Time by Adrian Tchaikovsky (2015)  

 Frankissstein by Jeanette Winterson (2019)  

1818 

1978 

guide available 



Bad News/Edward St. Aubyn 

Twenty-two years old and in the grip of a massive addiction, Patrick 

Melrose is forced to fly to New York to collect his father's ashes. 

Over the course of a weekend, Patrick's remorseless search for 

drugs on the avenues of Manhattan, haunted by old acquaintances 

and insistent inner voices, sends him into a nightmarish spiral. 

 

Alone in his room at the Pierre Hotel, he pushes body and mind to 

the very edge - desperate always to stay one step ahead of his 

rapidly encroaching past. 

 

Themes: 
Death, Grief, Bereavement | Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | 

Families, Friendships | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Moth Smoke by Mohsin Hamid (2000) 

 Beyond Black by Hilary Mantel (2005)  

 The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt (2013)  

 A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara (2015) 

Dracula/Bram Stoker 
When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula 

purchase a London house, he makes horrifying discoveries in his 

client's castle. Soon afterwards, disturbing incidents unfold in 

England: a ship runs aground on the shores of Whitby, its crew 

vanished; beautiful Lucy Westenra slowly succumbs to a mysterious, 

wasting illness, her blood drained away; and the lunatic Renfield 

raves about the imminent arrival of his 'master'. Dracula is a 

masterpiece of the horror genre, probing into questions of identity, 

sanity and the dark corners of Victorian sexuality and desire. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Gothic, Horror | Love, Sexuality, Relationships  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Crimson Petal and the White by Michel Faber (2002)  

 The Historian by Elizabeth Kostova (2005)  

 White Is for Witching by Helen Oyeyemi (2009) 

 Slade House by David Mitchell (2015)  

 Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia (2020)  

1897 

1992 

guide available 



The Secret History/Donna Tartt  

Under the influence of their charismatic classics professor, a group 

of clever, eccentric misfits at an elite New England college discover 

a way of thinking and living that is a world away from the humdrum 

existence of their contemporaries. But when they go beyond the 

boundaries of normal morality their lives are changed profoundly 

and for ever. 

 

The Secret History is a story of two parts; the chain of events that 

led to the death of a classmate - and what happened next.  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Families, Friendships | 

Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld (2005)  

 The Bellwether Revivals by Benjamin Wood (2012)  

 Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (2016) 

 The Girls by Emma Cline (2016) 

The Color Purple/Alice Walker 
Set in the deep American South between the wars, The Color Purple 

is the classic tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and 

segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has 

two children taken away from her, is separated from her beloved 

sister Nettie and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But then she 

meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic-maker - a 

woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually Celie 

discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her from her 

past and reuniting her with those she loves.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Blonde Roots by Bernardine Evaristo (2008)  

 The Long Song by Andrea Levy (2010)  

 Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi (2016)  

 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (2016)  

 The Prophets by Robert Jones, Jr. (2021)  

1982 

1992 

guide available 



Brideshead Revisted/Evelyn Waugh 
Brideshead Revisited is Evelyn Waugh's stunning novel of duty and 

desire set amongst the decadent, faded glory of the English 

aristocracy in the run-up to the Second World War. 

 

The most nostalgic and reflective of Evelyn Waugh's 

novels, Brideshead Revisited looks back to the golden age before the 

Second World War. It tells the story of Charles Ryder's infatuation 

with the Marchmains and the rapidly disappearing world of privilege 

they inhabit. Enchanted first by Sebastian Flyte at Oxford, then by 

his doomed Catholic family, in particular his remote sister, Julia, 

Charles comes finally to recognise his spiritual and social distance 

from them. 

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Families, 

Friendships | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social 

Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001)  

 The Line of Beauty by Allan Hollinghurst (2004)  

 The House at Riverton by Kate Morton (2007)  

 Conversations with Friends by Sally Rooney (2017)  

The Picture of Dorian Gray/Oscar Wilde 
Oscar Wilde's alluring novel of decadence and sin was a succes de 

scandale on publication. It follows Dorian Gray who, enthralled by 

his own exquisite portrait, exchanges his soul for eternal youth and 

beauty. Influenced by his friend Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn 

into a corrupt double life, indulging his desires in secret while 

remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. Only his portrait 

bears the traces of his depravity.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | 

Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Gothic, Horror | LGBT+ Identity/

Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Dorian, An Imitation by Will Self (2002)  

 The Portrait by Iain Pears (2004) 

 Kill Your Friends by John Niven (2008)  

 The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt (2014) 

1890 

1945 

guide available 

guide available 



Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit/ 

Jeanette Winterson 
This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother 

as one of God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she seems destined 

for life as a missionary, but then she falls for one of her converts. At 

sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and her 

family, for the young woman she loves. 

 

Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a few 

days ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess and human 

obsession. 

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Female Identity/Experience | Growing Up, 

Bildungsroman | LGBT+ Identity/Experience| Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, 

Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (2003) 

 Disobedience by Naomi Alderman (2006)  

 My Education by Susan Choi (2013)  

 Real Life by Brandon Taylor (2020) 

 Young Mungo by Douglas Stuart (2022)  

Mrs Dalloway/Virginia Woolf 
On a June morning in 1923, Clarissa Dalloway is preparing for a 

party and remembering her past. Elsewhere in London, Septimus 

Smith is suffering from shell-shock and on the brink of madness. 

Their days interweave and their lives converge as the party reaches 

its glittering climax. Here, Virginia Woolf perfected the interior 

monologue and the novel's lyricism and accessibility have made it 

one of her most popular works.  

 

Themes: 
Classic/Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Female Identity/

Experience | LGBT+ Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, Memory | War  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Mr. Phillips by John Lanchester (2000) 

 Arlington Park by Rachel Cusk (2006)  

 Three Daughters of Eve by Elif Shafak (2016) 

 Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo (2019) 

1925 

1985 

guide available 

guide available 





POST-

2000 

TEXTS 



Call Me By Your Name/André Aciman  

It’s the mid-1980s; the place is the Italian Riviera. Elio – 17 years old, 

precocious, the son of an academic – finds himself falling for the 

older Oliver, a postdoctoral scholar completing his manuscript on 

Heraclitus at the beautiful home of Elio’s family. Oliver is worldly, 

handsome, a seductive contrast to Elio’s own naivety. Both are 

bright and questioning; the hook of desire is soon caught fast.  

 

Heart-breaking and evocative, Call Me By Your Name chronicles the 

sexual awakening of seventeen-year-old Elio at the hands of the 

experienced Oliver in the warmth of the Italian Riviera.   

 

Themes: 
Growing Up, Bildungsroman | LGBT+ Identity/Experience | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/Experience | Time, Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Lady Chatterley’s Lover by DH Lawrence (1928) 

 The Price of Salt by Patricia Highsmith (1952) 

 The Talented Mr Ripley by Patricia Highsmith (1955) 

 Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin (1956) 

 Maurice by E.M. Forster (1971)  

Americanah/Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-

ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for 

America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to 

grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, 

thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 

America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, 

undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a 

newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each 

other and for their homeland.   

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Race 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Passing by Nella Larsen (1929) 

 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (1937) 

 No Longer at Ease by Chinua Achebe (1960) 

 Sula by Toni Morrison (1974)  

2013 

2007 

guide available 

guide available 



The Power/Naomi Alderman 

All over the world women are discovering they have the power. 

With a flick of the fingers they can inflict terrible pain - even death. 

Suddenly, every man on the planet finds they have lost control. The 

day of the girls has arrived - but where will it end? 

 

Exploring concepts of gender, hierarchy and power, The Power is an 

ingenious and masterfully crafted piece of feminist science fiction as 

well as a searing indictment of our contemporary world.  

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Female Identity/Experience | Society, 

Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Facial Justice by L. P. Hartley (1960) 

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985) 

 The Children of Men by P.D. James (1992)  

 I Who Have Never Known Men by Jacqueline Harpman (1995)  

Super-Cannes/JG Ballard   

A disturbing mystery awaits Paul and Jane Sinclair when they arrive 
in Eden-Olympia, a high-tech business park in the hills above 

Cannes. Jane is to work as a doctor for those who live in this ultra-

modern workers' paradise. But what caused her predecessor to go 

on a shooting spree that made headlines around the world? As Paul 

investigates, he begins to uncover a thriving subculture of crime that 

is spiralling out of control.  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Drugs, Debauchery, 

Hedonism | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Mental Illness, 

Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess (1962) 

 Money by Martin Amis (1984) 

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 The Beach by Alex Garland (1996) 

 Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk (1996) 

2000 

2016 

guide available 



The Silence of the Girls/Pat Barker  

When her city falls to the Greeks, Briseis's old life is shattered. She 

is transformed from queen to captive, from free woman to slave, 

awarded to the god-like warrior Achilles as a prize of war. And she's 

not alone: on the same day, and on many others in the course of a 

long and bitter war, innumerable women have been wrested from 

their homes and flung to the fighters. 

 

Wrestling the epic drama of the Trojan War away from its usual 

male-centric gaze, The Silence of the Girls seeks out the other story, 

the women’s story, charting the journey of a sometime-queen 

across the chaos of history, seeking freedom and the right to be 

author of her own story. 

 

Themes: 
Female Identity/Experience | Historical | Mental Illness, Psychology, 

Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class | War  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway (1929) 

 The Flowers of Adonis by Rosemary Sutcliffe (1969)  

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985) 

 The Color Purple by Alice Walker (1982) 

The Vanishing Half/Brit Bennett  

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up 

together in a small, southern black community and running away at 

age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different 

as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their 

racial identities. Ten years later, one sister lives with her black 

daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The 

other secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows 

nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just 

as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will 

happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' story 

lines intersect?  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Historical | Race | Society, Politics, Social 

Class | Time, Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Passing by Nella Larsen (1929) 

 Plum Bun by Jessie Redmon Fauset (1929)  

 The Street by Ann Petry (1946) 

 The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison (1970) 

2020 

2018 

guide available 



Assembly/Natasha Brown 

The narrator of Assembly is a Black British woman. She is preparing 

to attend a lavish garden party at her boyfriend's family estate, set 

deep in the English countryside. At the same time, she is considering 

the carefully assembled pieces of herself. As the minutes tick down 

and the future beckons, she can't escape the question: is it time to 

take it all apart? 

 

Assembly is a story about the stories we live within - those of race 

and class, safety and freedom, winners and losers. And it is about 

one woman daring to take control of her own story, even at the 

cost of her life. 

 

Themes: 
Female Identity/Experience | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Howards End by E.M. Forster (1910) 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925) 

 Voyage in the Dark by Jean Rhys (1934)  

 Some Hope by Edward St. Aubyn (1994)  

The New Wilderness/Diane Cook 

Bea's five-year-old daughter, Agnes, is slowly wasting away. The 

smog and pollution of the overdeveloped, overpopulated metropolis 

they call home is ravaging her lungs. Bea knows she cannot stay in 

the City, but there is only one alternative: The Wilderness State. 

Mankind has never been allowed to venture into this vast expanse of 

untamed land. Until now. 

 

Bea and Agnes join eighteen other volunteers who agree to take 

part in a radical experiment. They must slowly learn how to live in 

the unpredictable, often dangerous Wilderness, leaving no trace on 

their surroundings in their quest to survive. But as Agnes embraces 

this new existence, Bea realises that saving her daughter's life might 

mean losing her in ways she hadn't foreseen. 

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Environment, Nature | Families, 

Friendships | Female Identity/Experience  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Chrysalids by John Wyndham (1955)  

 The Death of Grass by John Christopher (1956)  

 The Drowned World by J.G. Ballard (1962)  

 The Children of Men by P.D. James (1992)  

2020 

2021 



Girl, Woman, Other/Bernadine Evaristo 

Tracking the lives and loves of a dozen British women through 

generations and social classes, Girl, Woman, Other weaves a 

distinctive, illuminating tapestry of modern British life. 

 

They tell the stories of their families, friends and lovers, across the 

country and through the years. From students at university, to 

descendants of slave-traders; from life on a feminist-commune, to 

life in an inner-city secondary school; this is a gloriously new kind of 

history, a novel of our times: celebratory, ever-dynamic and utterly 

irresistible.  

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Families, Friendships | 

Female Identity/Experience | LGBT+ Identity/Experience | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, 

Memory   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (1891)  

 Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf (1925) 

 Voyage in the Dark by Jean Rhys (1934)  

 Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson (1985) 

Blonde Roots/Bernadine Evaristo 

Welcome to a world turned upside down. One minute, Doris, from 

England, is playing hide-and-seek with her sisters in the fields behind 

their cottage. The next, someone puts a bag over her head and she 

ends up in the hold of a slave-ship sailing to the New World… 

 

A slice of razor-sharp satire from the Booker-winning author of Girl, 

Woman, Other, Blonde Roots inverts the barbaric realities of the slave 

trade by placing captured ‘whytes’ in shackles. Intensely thought 

provoking and immensely powerful, this blistering novel 

encapsulates Bernardine Evaristo’s literary flair and psychological 

insight perfectly.    

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Magical Realism | Race 

| Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Oroonoko by Aphra Behn (1688)  

 Heart of Darkness by Jospeh Conrad (1899) 

 Kindred by Octavia Butler (1979) 

 The Color Purple by Alice Walker (1982) 

2008 

2019 



Under the Skin/Michael Faber 

Isserley spends most of her time driving. But why is she so 

interested in picking up hitchhikers? And why are they always male, 

well-built and alone?  

 

Isserley, it turns out, is an alien, sent to Earth by a rich corporation 

on her planet to kidnap unwary hitchhikers. She drugs them and 

delivers them to her compatriots, who mutilate and fatten her 

victims so that they can be turned into meat. Human meat (called 

voddissin) is a very expensive delicacy on Isserley’s barren 

homeworld.  

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Environment, Nature | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (1818)  

 The Body Snatchers by Jack Finney (1955)  

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 The Business by Iain Banks (1999)  

Engleby/Sebastian Faulks  

This is the story of Mike Engleby, a working-class boy in the 
seventies who wins a place at an esteemed English university. A man 

devoid of scruple or self-pity, Engleby provides a disarmingly frank 

account of English education. 

 

Yet beneath the disturbing surface of his observations lies an 

unfolding mystery of gripping power. When Jennifer, the fellow 

student he admires from a afar, disappears the reader has to ask: is 

Engleby capable of telling the whole truth? 

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Male Identity/Experience | 

Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov (1955)  

 The Collector by John Fowles (1963)  

 The Wasp Factory by Iain Banks (1984)  

 Enduring Love by Ian McEwan (1997)  

2007 

2000 



The Promise/Damon Galgut  

The Promise charts the crash and burn of a white South African 

family, living on a farm outside Pretoria. The Swarts are gathering 

for Ma's funeral. The younger generation, Anton and Amor, detest 

everything the family stand for -- not least the failed promise to the 

Black woman who has worked for them her whole life. After years 

of service, Salome was promised her own house, her own land... yet 

somehow, as each decade passes, that promise remains unfulfilled.  

 

Set during four funerals across four decades, Galgut’s panoramic 

study of one white South African family’s tribulations foregrounds 

the intimately personal in the epic narrative of a rapidly changing 

nation.      

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Death, Grief, 

Bereavement | Families, Friendships | Race | Society, Politics, Social 

Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Howards End by E.M. Forster (1910) 

 The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro (1989)  

 Disgrace by J.M. Coetzee (1999)  

The Reluctant Fundamentalist/Mohsin Hamid 
“Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed 

you. Do not be frightened by my beard. I am a lover of America…” 

 

So speaks the mysterious stranger at a Lahore cafe as dusk settles. 

Invited to join him for tea, you learn his name and what led this 

speaker of immaculate English to seek you out. For he is more 

worldly than you might expect; better travelled and better educated. 

He knows the West better than you do. And as he tells you his 

story, of how he embraced the Western dream -- and a Western 

woman -- and how both betrayed him, so the night darkens. Then 

the true reason for your meeting becomes abundantly clear... 

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Criminals, Monsters, 

Question of Evil | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, 

Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Call It Sleep by Henry Roth (1934) 

 Untouchable by Mulk Raj Anand (1935)  

 The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy (1997) 

2007 

2021 

guide available 



Moth Smoke/Mohsin Hamid  

In Lahore, Daru Shezad is a junior banker with a hashish habit. 

When his old friend Ozi moves back to Pakistan, Daru wants to be 

happy for him. Ozi has everything: a beautiful wife and child, an 

expensive foreign education - and a corrupt father who bankrolls his 

lavish lifestyle. As jealousy sets in, Daru's life slowly unravels. He 

loses his job. Starts lacing his joints with heroin. Becomes involved 

with a criminally-minded rickshaw driver. And falls in love with Ozi's 

lonely wife. But how low can Daru sink? Is he guilty of the crime he 

finds himself on trial for?  

 

Themes: 
Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male 

Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Howards End by E.M. Forster (1910) 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925) 

 The Talented Mr Ripley by Patricia Highsmith (1955) 

 Requiem for a Dream by Hubert Selby Jr. (1978) 

 Bad News by Edward St Aubyn (1992)  

The Line of Beauty/Alan Hollinghurst 

In the summer of 1983, twenty-year-old Nick Guest moves into an 
attic room in the Notting Hill home of the wealthy Feddens: Gerald, 

an ambitious Tory MP, his wife Rachel and their children Toby and 

Catherine. Innocent of politics and money, Nick is swept up into the 

Feddens' world and an era of endless possibility, all the while 

pursuing his own private obsession with beauty.  

 

The Line of Beauty is a novel that defines a decade, exploring with 

peerless style a young man's collision with his own desires, and with 

a world he can never truly belong to.  

 

Themes: 
LGBT+ Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male 

Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (1890) 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925) 

 Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh (1945) 

 Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin (1956)  

 Some Hope by Edward St. Aubyn (1994)  

2004 

2000 



Common Ground/Naomi Ishiguro 

Did you ever have a friend who made you see the world differently? 

Stan did, and his name was Charlie. They crossed paths by chance 

one day, cycling on Goshawk Common. Fearless, clever, older, 

Charlie was everything Stan - bullied and adrift after his father's 

death - wanted to be. Charlie taught Stan to ask questions, to stand 

on his own two feet. But could their friendship endure in a world 

that offered these two boys such different prospects? 

 

When the two meet again, as adults, the tables have turned, and 

while Stan is revelling in all the city has to offer, Charlie is the one 

struggling. But will Stan be there for the man who once showed him 

the meaning of loyalty?  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Male Identity/

Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, Memory   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (1861) 

 Howards End by E.M. Forster (1910) 

 Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh (1945) 

 The Country Girls by Edna O’Brien (1960) 

 A Home at the End of the World by Michael Cunningham (1990) 

Never Let Me Go/Kazuo Ishiguro 
An unsettling tale of a group of friends growing up in a dark 

reimagining of 1990s Britain. Memories of their idyllic childhood at a 

school in the countryside, slowly give way to the revelation of  a 

terrible fate awaiting them. Part science fiction, and part meditation 

on memory and friendship, this is a dreamlike novel with a sting in 

the tail.  

 

Themes: 
Death, Grief, Bereavement | Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Growing 

Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, Relationships 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (1932) 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (1818)  

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985) 

2005 

2021 

guide available 



An American Marriage/Tayari Jones  

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of the American 

Dream. He is a young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of 

an exciting career. Until one day they are ripped apart by 

circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and 

sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he didn't 

commit. 

 

A tender and humane dissection of what happens to a relationship 

when unforeseen events conspire to sabotage it,  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Race | Society, 

Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (1937) 

 No Longer at Ease by Chinua Achebe (1960) 

 If Beale Street Could Talk by James Baldwin (1984)  

 Jazz by Toni Morrison (1992)  

Pigeon English/Stephen Kelman  

Eleven-year-old Harrison Opoku, the second best runner in Year 7, 

races through his new life in England with his personalised trainers - 

the Adidas stripes drawn on with marker pen - blissfully unaware of 

the very real threat around him. Newly-arrived from Ghana with his 

mother and older sister Lydia, Harri absorbs the many strange 

elements of city life, from the bewildering array of Haribo sweets, to 

the frightening, fascinating gang of older boys from his school. But 

his life is changed forever when one of his friends is murdered. 

 

As the victim's nearly new football boots hang in tribute on railings 

behind fluorescent tape and a police appeal draws only silence, Harri 

decides to act, unwittingly endangering the fragile web his mother 

has spun around her family to keep them safe.  

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Death, Grief, 

Bereavement | Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | 

Male Identity/Experience | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton (1967) 

 Yoruba Girl Dancing by Simi Bedford (1994) 

 About a Boy by Nick Hornby  (1998)  

2011 

2018 

guide available 

guide available 



Who They Was/Gabriel Krauze  

This is a story of a London you won't find in any guidebooks. This is 

a story about what it's like to exist in the moment, about boys too 

eager to become men, growing up in the hidden war zones of big 

cities - and the girls trying to make it their own way. This is a story 

of concrete towers and blank eyed windows, of endless nights in 

police stations and prison cells, of brotherhood and betrayal. This is 

about the boredom, the rush, the despair, the fear and the hope. 

This is about what's left behind. 

 

An unflinching depiction of the perpetual violence of London’s 

streets written from brutal first hand experience, Who They Was 

deconstructs honour and revenge, brotherhood and betrayal with 

great emotional honesty. 

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Male Identity/Experience | 

Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Brighton Rock by Graham Greene (1938) 

 A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess (1962) 

 Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk (1996) 

The Topeka School/Ben Lerner  

Adam Gordon is a senior at Topeka High School, class of '97. His 

parents are psychologists, his mom a famous author in the field. A 

renowned debater and orator, an aspiring poet, and - although it 

requires a lot of posturing and weight lifting - one of the cool kids, 

he's also one of the seniors who brings the loner Darren Eberheart 

into the social scene, with disastrous effects. 

 

Deftly shifting perspectives and time periods, The Topeka School is a 

riveting story about the challenges of raising a good son in a culture 

of toxic masculinity. It is also a startling prehistory of the present: 

the collapse of public speech, the tyranny of trolls and the new right, 

and the ongoing crisis of identity among white men. 

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Male Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social 

Class | Time, Memory   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The History Man by Malcolm Bradbury (1975)  

 The Secret History by Donna Tartt (1992)  

 Wonder Boys by Michael Chabon (1995)  

2019 

2020 



Leaving the Atocha Station/Ben Lerner  

Adam Gordon is a brilliant, if highly unreliable, young American poet 

on a prestigious fellowship in Madrid, struggling to establish his 

sense of self and his attitude towards art. Fuelled by strong coffee 

and self-prescribed tranquillizers, Adam's 'research' soon becomes a 

meditation on the possibility of authenticity, as he finds himself 

increasingly troubled by the uncrossable distance between himself 

and the world around him. It's not just his imperfect grasp of 

Spanish, but the underlying suspicion that his relationships, his 

reactions, and his entire personality are just as fraudulent as his 

poetry.  

 

Themes: 
Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male 

Identity/Experience  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Bell Jar  by Sylvia Plath (1963) 

 Money by Martin Amis (1984) 

 About a Boy by Nick Hornby  (1998) 

Small Island/Andrea Levy 
Hortense Joseph arrives in London from Jamaica in 1948 with her 

life in her suitcase, her heart broken, her resolve intact. Her 

husband, Gilbert Joseph, returns from the war expecting to be 

received as a hero, but finds his status as a black man in Britain to be 

second class. His white landlady, Queenie, raised as a farmer's 

daughter, befriends Gilbert, and later Hortense, with innocence and 

courage, until the unexpected arrival of her husband, Bernard, who 

returns from combat with issues of his own to resolve. Told in 

these four voices, Small Island is a courageous novel of tender 

emotion and sparkling wit, of crossings taken and passages lost, of 

shattering compassion and of reckless optimism in the face of 

insurmountable barriers---in short, an encapsulation of that most 

American of experiences: the immigrant's life. 

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Historical | Love, 

Sexuality, Relationships | Race | Society, Politics, Social Class   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Voyage in the Dark by Jean Rhys (1934) 

 The Emigrants by George Lamming (1954) 

 The Lonely Londoners by Sam Selvon (1956)  

 To Sir, With Love by ER Braithwaite (1959)  

2004 

2011 

guide available 



How to Kill Your Family/Bella Mackie  

“When I think about what I actually did, I feel somewhat sad that 

nobody will ever know about the complex operation that I 

undertook. Getting away with it is highly preferable, of course, but 

perhaps when I'm long gone, someone will open an old safe and find 

this confession. The public would reel. After all, almost nobody else 

in the world can possibly understand how someone, by the tender 

age of 28, can have calmly killed six members of her family. And then 

happily got on with the rest of her life, never to regret a thing.”  

 

A scorchingly black satire of family dysfunction and the media’s 

obsession with murder. 

 

Themes: 
Comedy, Satire | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Families, 

Friendships | Female Identity/Experience  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 We Have Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson (1962) 

 The Collector by John Fowles (1963) 

 The Cement Garden by Ian McEwan (1978) 

 The Wasp Factory by Ian Banks (1984) 

Blue Ticket/Sophie Mackintosh  

Calla knows how the lottery works. Everyone does. On the day of 

your first bleed, you report to the lottery station to learn what kind 

of woman you will be. A white ticket grants you children. A blue 

ticket grants you freedom. You are relieved of the terrible burden 

of choice. Or, to put it another way, you have no choice. And once 

you've taken your ticket, there is no going back. 

 

But what if the life you're given is the wrong one?  

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Female Identity/Experience | Morality, 

Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class   

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin (1974) 

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985) 

 The Children of Men by P.D. James (1991) 

 Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler (1993) 

2020 

2021 



How Beautiful We Were/Imbolo Mbue  

Set in the fictional African village of Kosawa, How Beautiful We Were 

tells the story of a people living in fear amidst environmental 

degradation wrought by an American oil company. 

 

Pipeline spills have rendered farmlands infertile. Children are dying 

from drinking toxic water. Promises of clean-up and financial 

reparations are made - and ignored. The country's government, led 

by a brazen dictator, exists to serve its own interest only. Left with 

few choices, the people of Kosawa decide to fight back. But their 

fight will come at a steep price . . . one which generation after 

generation will have to pay. 

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Environment, Nature | 

Race | Society, Politics, Social Class    

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (1899) 

 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (1958)  

 Petals of Blood by Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o (1977) 

 Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie (1981) 

Cormac McCarthy/No Country for Old Men 
Llewelyn Moss, hunting antelope near the Rio Grande, stumbles 

upon a transaction gone horribly wrong. Finding bullet-ridden 

bodies, several kilos of heroin, and a caseload of cash, he faces a 

choice - leave the scene as he found it, or cut the money and run. 

Choosing the latter, he knows, will change everything. And so begins 

a terrifying chain of events, in which each participant seems 

determined to answer the question that one asks another: how 

does a man decide in what order to abandon his life? 

 

No Country for Old Men leaves bodies piled high in a suspense-filled 

game of cat and mouse.  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Drugs, Debauchery, 

Hedonism | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Morality, Ethics, 

Philosophy, Religion 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Sanctuary by William Faulkner (1931)  

 Rogue Male by Geoffrey Household (1939)  

 Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy by John Le Carré (1974)  

 Dog Soldiers by Robert Stone (1974)  

2005 

2021 
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Atonement/Ian McEwan 
On the hottest day of the summer of 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony 

Tallis sees her sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the 

fountain in the garden of their country house. Watching her too is 

Robbie Turner who, like Cecilia, has recently come down from 

Cambridge. By the end of that day, the lives of all three will have 

been changed for ever, as Briony commits a crime for which she will 

spend the rest of her life trying to atone. 

 

This is a story about how we tell stories, do we leave all the 

horrible bits in? Do we change the ending if it’s not to our liking?  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Historical | 

Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, 

Memory | War  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (1891)  

 Howards End by E.M. Forster (1910)  

 The Go-Between by L.P. Hartley (1953) 

 The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro (1989)  

 Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks (1993)  

Gather the Daughters/Jennie Melamed  

A frighteningly believable dystopian vision, Jennie Melamed’s debut 

imagines a world where resources are scarce, lives short and 

women’s fertility a valuable commodity. 

 

Echoing the hauntingly entrancing quality of Margaret Atwood’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale, Gather the Daughters spins a tail of women’s lives 

and bodies subsumed by a repressive, abusive social order. 

Intertwining the perspectives of four teenage girls on the brink of 

entering the frightening world of adulthood, the novel weaves a 

story of defiance and indomitable spirit which feels perfectly primed 

for our time.  

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Female Identity/Experience | Growing 

Up, Bildungsroman | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin (1974) 

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (1985) 

 The Children of Men by P.D. James (1991) 

 I Who Have Never Known Men by Jacqueline Harpman (1995)  

 

2017 

2001 

guide available 



Little Fires Everywhere/Celeste Ng  

“Everyone in Shaker Heights was talking about it that summer: how 
Isabelle, the last of the Richardson children, had finally gone around 

the bend and burned the house down.” 

 

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, 

everything is meticulously planned - from the layout of the winding 

roads, to the colours of the houses, to the successful lives its 

residents will go on to lead.  Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist 

and single mother- who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her 

teenage daughter Pearl. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past, 

and a disregard for the rules that threatens to upend this carefully 

ordered community. 

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Mental Illness, 

Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates (1961) 

 We Have Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson (1962) 

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 The House Next Door by Anne Rivers Siddons (1978) 

2017 

2015 

Eileen/Ottessa Moshfegh  

Trapped between caring for her alcoholic father and her job as a 

secretary at the boys’ prison, Eileen Dunlop dreams of escaping to 

the big city. When the beautiful, charismatic Rebecca Saint John 

arrives on the scene as the new counsellor at the prison, Eileen is 

enchanted, unable to resist what appears to be a miraculously 

budding friendship. But soon, Eileen’s affection for Rebecca pull her 

into a crime that far surpasses even her own wild imagination.  

 

A deliciously unorthodox psychological thriller about a damaged 

loner consumed by dark fantasies and the dangerous, toxic 

relationship that compels her to cross a crucial line.  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Families, Friendships | Female 

Identity/Experience | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (1963) 

 The Collector by John Fowles (1963) 

 The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin (1972) 

 Enduring Love by Ian McEwan (1997) 

guide available 



Kill Your Friends/John Niven  

Meet Steven Stelfox.  London 1997: New Labour is sweeping into 

power and Britpop is at its zenith. A&R man Stelfox is slashing and 

burning his way through the music industry, fuelled by greed and 

inhuman quantities of cocaine, searching for the next hit record 

amid a relentless orgy of self-gratification. 

 

But as the hits dry up and the industry begins to change, Stelfox 

must take the notion of cut throat business practices to murderous 

new levels in a desperate attempt to salvage his career.  

 

Themes: 
Comedy, Satire | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Drugs, 

Debauchery, Hedonism | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Money: A Suicide Note by Martin Amis (1984) 

 Bright Lights, Big City by Jay McInerney (1984) 

 American Psycho by Bret Easton Ellis (1991) 

Mayflies/Andrew O’Hagan 

Evoking a fully-rounded friendship with wit and psychological truth, 

O’Hagan’s masterful novel charts an epic night of debauchery in 

1980s Manchester and its tragic aftermath thirty years later. 

 

In the summer of 1986, James and Tully ignite a friendship based on 

music, films and the rebel spirit. With school over, they rush 

towards a magical weekend of youthful excess in Manchester played 

out against the greatest soundtrack ever recorded. And there a vow 

is made: to go at life differently. 

 

Thirty years on, the phone rings. Tully has news. 

 

Themes: 
Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Families, Friendships | Growing Up, 

Bildungsroman | Male Identity/Experience | Time, Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The End of the Affair by Graham Greene (1951) 

 The Go-Between by L.P. Hartley (1953) 

 Norwegian Wood by Haruki Murakami (1987) 

 The Secret History by Donna Tartt (1992) 

 Amsterdam by Ian McEwan (1998) 

2020 

2008 



Vernon God Little/D.B.C. Pierre  

Fifteen-year-old Vernon Gregory Little is in trouble. And it has 

something to do with the recent massacre of 16 students at his high 

school. Soon the quirky backwater of Martirio, barbecue capital of 

Texas, is flooded with wannabe CNN hacks keen to lay the blame at 

Vernon's feet. As the net tightens and desire for a scapegoat reaches 

fever-pitch, Vernon decides to leave town for Mexico and a date - 

or so he hopes - with the divine Taylor Figueroa.  

 

Vernon God Little is a riotous adventure story that cuts a swathe 

through the heart of contemporary America.  

 

Themes: 
Comedy, Satire | Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Mental 

Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger  (1951) 

 The Sailor Who Fell From Grace With the Sea by Yukio 

Mishima (1963)  

 A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole (1980) 

 How Late it Was, How Late by James Kelman (1994) 

Normal People/Sally Rooney  

Marianne is the young, affluent, intellectual wallflower; Connell is the 

boy everyone likes, shadowed by his family’s reputation and poverty. 

Unlikely friends, and later lovers, their small town beginnings in rural 

Ireland are swiftly eclipsed by the heady worlds of student Dublin. 

Gradually their intense, mismatched love becomes a battleground of 

power, class, and the falsehoods they choose to believe.  

 

Sally Rooney’s Normal People follows the intersecting story of 

Marianne and Connell as they navigate the changing landscape of 

their relationship into adulthood.  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (1813) 

 Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte (1847) 

 North and South by Elizabeth Gaskell (1854) 

 Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence (1928) 

 

2018 

2003 
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My Dark Vanessa/Kate Elizabeth Russell  

Vanessa Wye was fifteen-years-old when she first had sex with her 

English teacher. She is now thirty-two and in the storm of 

allegations against powerful men in 2017, the teacher, Jacob Strane, 

has just been accused of sexual abuse by another former student. 

Vanessa is horrified by this news, because she is quite certain that 

the relationship she had with Strane wasn't abuse. It was love. She's 

sure of that. Forced to rethink her past, to revisit everything that 

happened, Vanessa has to redefine the great love story of her life - 

her great sexual awakening - as rape. Now she must deal with the 

possibility that she might be a victim, and just one of many. 

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Female Identity/Experience | 

Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Time, 

Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov (1955)  

 The Collector by John Fowles (1963)  

 The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (1963) 

 White Oleander by Janet Fitch (1999) 

Family Life/Akhil Sharma  

For eight-year-old Ajay and his older brother Birju, life in Dehli in 

the late 1970s follows a comfortable, predictable routine: bathing on 

the roof, queuing for milk, playing cricket in the street. Yet, 

everything changes when their father finds a job in America - a land 

of carpets and elevators, swimsuits and hot water on tap. Life is 

exciting for the two brothers, until one hot, sultry day when tragedy 

strikes, leaving one severely brain-damaged and the other lost and 

virtually orphaned in a strange land. Ajay, the family's younger son, 

prays to a God he envisions as Superman, longing to find his place 

amid the ruins of his family's new life.  

 

Themes: 
Colonialism, Post-Colonialism, Immigration | Families, Friendships | 

Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Male Identity/Experience | Race | 

Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Call It Sleep by Henry Roth  (1934) 

 The Assistant by Bernard Malamud (1957) 

 Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee (1989) 

 The God of Small Things by Arundahti Roy (1997) 

 

 

2014 

2020 



The Machine/James Smythe 

Vic returned from war tormented by his nightmares. His once happy 

marriage to Beth all but disintegrated. A machine promised 

salvation, purging him of all memory. Now the machines are gone, 

declared too controversial, the side-effects too harmful. But within 

Beth's flat is an ever-whirring black box. She knows that memories 

can be put back and that she can rebuild her husband piece by piece. 

 

A Frankenstein tale for the 21st century, The Machine is a story of 

the indelibility of memory, the human cost of science and the 

horrors of love. 

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalyptic | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | 

Morality, Ethics, Philosophy, Religion | Society, Politics, Social Class | 

Time, Memory 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (1818) 

 Brave New World by Aldous Huxley (1932)  

 The Invention of Morel by Adolfo Bioy Casares (1940) 

 The Lathe of Heaven by Ursula K. Le Guin (1971)  

Station Eleven/Emily St John Mandel 
One snowy night in Toronto, famous actor Arthur Leander dies on 

stage whilst performing the role of a lifetime. That same evening a 

deadly virus touches down in North America. The world will never 

be the same again. 

 

Twenty years later Kirsten, an actress in the Travelling Symphony, 

performs Shakespeare in the settlements that have grown up since 

the collapse. But then her newly hopeful world is threatened. 

 

If civilization was lost, what would you preserve? And how far would 

you go to protect it? 

 

Themes: 
Dystopia, Post-Apocalypse | Society, Politics, Social Class | Time, 

Memory 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Chrysalids by John Wyndham (1955)  

 The Death of Grass by John Christopher (1956)  

 The Drowned World by J.G. Ballard (1962)  

 Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler (1993)  

2014 

2013 

guide available 



Young Mungo/Douglas Stuart 
Growing up in a housing estate in Glasgow, Mungo and James are 

born under different stars--Mungo a Protestant and James a 

Catholic--and they should be sworn enemies if they're to be seen as 

men at all. Yet against all odds, they become best friends as they find 

a sanctuary in the pigeon dovecote that James has built for his prize 

racing birds. As they fall in love, they dream of finding somewhere 

they belong, while Mungo works hard to hide his true self from all 

those around him, especially from his big brother Hamish, a local 

gang leader with a brutal reputation to uphold.  

 

Themes: 
Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | LGBT+ 

Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/

Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin (1956) 

 Maurice by E.M. Forster (1971)  

 Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson (1985) 

 A Boy’s Own Story by Edmund White (1982) 

Brooklyn/Colm Tóibín 
It is Ireland in the early 1950s and for Eilis Lacey, as for so many 

young Irish girls, opportunities are scarce. So when her sister 

arranges for her to emigrate to New York, Eilis knows she must go, 

leaving behind her family and her home for the first time. 

 

Arriving in a crowded lodging house in Brooklyn, Eilis can only be 

reminded of what she has sacrificed. She is far from home - and 

homesick. And just as she takes tentative steps towards friendship, 

and perhaps something more, Eilis receives news which sends her 

back to Ireland. There she will be confronted by a terrible dilemma - 

a devastating choice between duty and one great love. 

 

Themes: 
Female Identity/Experience | Historical | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Voyage in the Dark by Jean Rhys (1934) 

 Maggie-Now by Betty Smith (1958)  

 Breakfast at Tiffany’s by Truman Capote (1958)  

 Brown Girl, Brownstones by Paule Marshall (1959)  

2009 

2022 

guide available 



Harlem Shuffle/Colson Whitehead 

To his customers and neighbors on 125th street, Ray Carney is an 

upstanding salesman. Few people know he descends from a line of 

uptown hoods and crooks. When his cousin Freddie falls in with a 

crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa, and volunteers Ray's 

services as the fence. The heist doesn't go as planned; now Ray has 

to cater to a new clientele, one made up of shady cops on the take, 

vicious minions of the local crime lord, and numerous other Harlem 

lowlifes.  

 

Thus begins the internal tussle between Ray the striver and Ray the 

crook. As Ray navigates this double life, he starts to see the truth 

about who actually pulls the strings in Harlem. Can Ray avoid getting 

killed, save his cousin, and grab his share of the big score?  

 

Themes: 
Criminals, Monsters, Question of Evil | Families, Friendships | 

Historical | Male Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class 

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 The Walls of Jericho by Rudolph Fisher (1928) 

 A Rage in Harlem by Chester Himes (1957) 

 If Beale Street Could Talk by James Baldwin (1984)  

A Little Life/Hanya Yanagihara  

Focusing on a quartet of graduates as they embrace the seemingly 

limitless possibilities of New York City futures, A Little Life descends 

into a dark and involving tale of toxic relationships and the vicious 

scars of childhood. The novel introduces four bright young things as 

they graduate college, their sights trained on big New York City 

careers. But soon the novel darkens, it jars and then it appals, 

becoming less about the four young men and more particularly 

about one of them: the one who won’t tell of his ugly childhood and 

why he fears he will never escape its horrors.  

 

Themes: 
Drugs, Debauchery, Hedonism | Families, Friendships | LGBT+ 

Identity/Experience | Love, Sexuality, Relationships | Male Identity/

Experience | Mental Illness, Psychology, Trauma | Time, Memory  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 Requiem for a Dream by Hubert Selby Jr. (1978) 

 A Home at the End of the World by Michael Cunningham (1990) 

 Bad News by Edward St Aubyn (1992)   

 The Secret History by Donna Tartt (1992)  

 

2015 

2021 





 

 

Is there a book you are dying to read but it’s not on the challenge? 

Why not go off trail?  

Pick up to 2 books that are not on the challenge that you want to read 

and they will count towards your 5 book total, just make sure you have 

borrowed them from the library! 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________

Choose your own!  
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Mrs. Dalloway/Virginia Woolf 

The marriage of Gertrude and Walter Morel has become a battleground. Repelled by her 

uneducated and violent husband, delicate Gertrude devotes her life to her children, especially to 

her sons, William and Paul - determined they will not follow their father into working down the 

coal mines. But conflict is evitable when Paul seeks to escape his mother's suffocating grasp 

through relationships with women his own age.  

 

Taking its autobiographical inspiration from D.H. Lawrence's experience of growing up in a coal-

mining town, Sons and Lovers is a vivid account of the conflict between class, family and personal 

desires.  

 

Themes: 
Classic, Modern Classic | Families, Friendships | Growing Up, Bildungsroman | Love, Sexuality, 

Relationships | Male Identity/Experience | Society, Politics, Social Class  

 

Suggested companion texts: 

 We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver (2003) 

 Mother’s Milk by Edward St Aubyn (2006) 

 Burnt Sugar by Avni Doshi (2020)  

 Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart (2020)  

 My Phantoms by Gwendoline Riley (2021) 

Contact 

Email: libstaff@marlboroughcollege.org 

Firefly: /memorial-library 

Twitter: @MCol_Library 


