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The Social Awareness Series is a 
collection of recommended reading 
lists based around contemporary 
social issues. Its aim is two-fold:  
 
1. To help students build their 

awareness of these issues, via a 
range of inclusive, thought-
provoking and accessible reading.  

 
2. To provide an introduction to key 

ideas, thinkers and writers, past 
and present, around a particular 
topic. 

 
We hope these lists will serve as a 
launch pad for further exploration, 
and we welcome feedback and 
suggestions for new texts and topics 
to cover. 
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Consumed: Colonialism, Climate Change & 
Consumerism—Aja Barber 

Aja Barber wants change. In the 'learning' first half of 
the book, she will expose you to the endemic injustices 
in our consumer industries and the uncomfortable 
history of the textile industry; one which brokered 
slavery, racism and today's wealth inequality. And how 
these oppressive systems have bled into the fashion 
industry and its lack of diversity and equality. She will 
also reveal how we spend our money and whose 
pockets it goes into and whose it doesn't (clue: the 
people who do the actual work) and will tell her story 
of how she came to learn the truth. 
 
In the second 'unlearning' half of the book, she will help 
you to understand the uncomfortable truth behind why 
you consume the way you do. She asks you to confront 
the sense of lack you have, the feeling that you are 
never quite enough and the reasons why you fill the 
aching void with consumption rather than compassion. 
And she makes you challenge this power disparity, and 
take back ownership of it. The less you buy into the 
consumer culture the more power you have. 

The effects of global warming are being felt around the 
world through climate change, and images of our rivers 
and oceans choking with plastic have provoked an 
instinctive horrified reaction. In response, 
governments, corporations and individuals are 
beginning to change their policies and behaviour - but 
is it too little, too late? Is it possible to reverse the 
damage we have done to the planet, or have we 
reached the point where we are only able to manage 
the problems and devastation caused?  

This engaging and incisive volume offers insightful 
analysis of a range of key issues including 
deforestation, global warming and single use plastics, 
while evaluating whether - and how - it may just be 
possible to mend our planet.  

Can We Save The Planet? A Primer for the 
21st Century—Alice Bell 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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There Is No Planet B: A Handbook for the 
Make or Break Years—Mike Berners-Lee 

Feeding the world, climate change, biodiversity, 
antibiotics, plastics, pandemics - the list of concerns 
seems endless. But what is most pressing, and what 
should we do first? And, given the global nature of the 
challenges we now face, what on Earth can any of us 
do, as individuals? 

Mike Berners-Lee has crunched the numbers and 
plotted a course of action that is full of hope, 
practical, and enjoyable. This is the big-picture 
perspective on the environmental and economic 
challenges of our day, laid out in one place, and traced 
through to the underlying roots - questions of how we 
live and think. 

This updated edition has new material on protests, 
pandemics, wildfires, investments, carbon targets and 
of course, on the key question: given all this, what can 
I do? 

We owe it to our fellow humans - and other species - to 
save them from the catastrophic harm caused by 
climate change.  

Philosopher Elizabeth Cripps approaches climate justice 
not just as an abstract idea but as something that 
should motivate us all. Using clear reasoning and 
poignant examples, starting from irrefutable science 
and uncontroversial moral rules, she explores our 
obligations to each other and to the non-human world, 
unravels the legacy of colonialism and entrenched 
racism, and makes the case for immediate action. The 
second half of the book looks at solutions. Who should 
pay the bill for climate action? Who must have a say? 
How can we hold multinational companies, 
organisations - even nations - to account? Cripps argues 
powerfully that climate justice goes beyond political 
polarization. Climate activism is a moral duty, not a 
political choice.  

What Climate Justice Means And Why We 
Should Care—Elizabeth Cripps 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2022 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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This is Not a Drill & Challenge Everything—
Extinction Rebellion  

Extinction Rebellion are inspiring a whole generation to 
take action on climate breakdown. Now you can 
become part of the movement: 

This is Not a Drill: An explosive, interactive call to 
arms from the phenomenally successful climate change 
protest organisation, This is Not a Drill teaches the 
reader how to become an informed and determined 
activist in the front line of the most urgent and 
important cause of our times.  

Challenge Everything: Written by a founder member 
of Extinction Rebellion Youth London, this is no 
greenwashing book - it's an important call to action. A 
manifesto for how young people can help to save the 
planet by questioning everything about modern life and 
acting upon their conclusions. Filled with stories and 
essays, this book covers consuming, actioning, 
boycotting, campaigning, striking, questioning, 
rewilding and reconnecting with our planet.  

The Future We Choose is a passionate call to arms from 
former UN Executive Secretary for Climate Change, 
Christiana Figueres, and Tom Rivett-Carnac, senior 
political strategist for the Paris Agreement. We are still 
able to stave off the worst and manage the long-term 
effects of climate change, but we have to act now. We 
know what we need to do, and we have everything we 
need to do it. 

Practical, optimistic and empowering, The Future We 
Choose is a book for every generation, for all of us who 
feel powerless in the face of the climate crisis. This is 
the final hour: it can be our finest. But we must act 
now.  

The Future We Choose: Surviving the Climate 
Crisis—Christiana Figueres and Tom Rivett-
Carnac  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED:  

2019 & 2020 
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Atmosphere of Hope: Solutions to the Climate 
Crisis—Tim Flannery 

Earth’s climate system is fast approaching a crisis. 
Public understanding has not kept up with the debate, 
and there is an absence of political leadership. Many 
people are less engaged with the issue of climate 
change than they were a decade ago, and opinion is 
divided between technological optimists and pessimists 
who feel that catastrophe is inevitable.  

Tim Flannery, bestselling author and one of the most 
influential scientists on the planet, is here to tell us 
that catastrophe is not inevitable, but time is running 
out. Around the world people are already living with 
the consequences of an altered climate—with 
intensified or more frequent storms, heat waves, 
droughts and floods. For some it’s already a question of 
survival. 

Atmosphere of Hope is both a snapshot of the trouble 
we are in, and an up-to-the-minute analysis of some of 
the new possibilities for mitigating climate change.  

In this urgent, authoritative book, Bill Gates sets out a 
wide-ranging, practical - and accessible - plan for how 
the world can get to zero greenhouse gas emissions in 
time to avoid a climate catastrophe. 

He gives us a clear-eyed description of the challenges 
we face. Drawing on his understanding of innovation 
and what it takes to get new ideas into the market, he 
describes the areas in which technology is already 
helping to reduce emissions, where and how the 
current technology can be made to function more 
effectively, where breakthrough technologies are 
needed, and who is working on these essential 
innovations.  

As Bill Gates makes clear, achieving zero emissions will 
not be simple or easy to do, but if we follow the plan 
he sets out here, it is a goal firmly within our reach. 

How to Avoid a Climate Disaster—Bill Gates 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2015 
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Water Always Wins: Thriving in an Age of 
Drought and Deluge—Erica Gies  

Trouble with water - increasingly frequent, extreme 
floods and droughts - is one of the first obvious signs of 
climate change. Meanwhile, urban sprawl, industrial 
agriculture and engineered water infrastructure are 
making things worse. As our control attempts fail, we 
are forced to recognize an eternal truth: sooner or 
later, water always wins.  

Award-winning science journalist Erica Gies follows 
water 'detectives' as they search for clues to water's 
past and present, and discover a deeper understanding 
of what water wants and how accommodating nature 
can protect us and other species.  

Modern civilizations tend to speed water away. We 
have forgotten that it must flex with the rhythms of the 
earth, and that only collaboration with nature will 
allow us to forge a more resilient future.  

The UK has declared a 'climate emergency' and pledged 
to become carbon neutral by 2050. So how do we get 
there? Drawing on actions, policies and technologies 
already emerging around the world, Chris Goodall sets 
out the ways to achieve this. His proposals include: 

 Building a huge over-capacity of wind and solar 
energy, storing the excess as hydrogen 

 Using hydrogen to fuel our trains, shipping, boilers 
and heavy industry, while electrifying buses, trucks 
and cars 

 Farming - and eating - differently, encouraging plant
-based alternatives to meat, and paying farmers to 
plant and maintain woodlands  

 Using technical solutions to capture CO2 from the 
air, and biochar to lock carbon in the soil. 

What We Need To Do Now is an urgent, practical and 
inspiring book that signals a green new deal for Britain. 

What We Need to Do Now: For a Zero Carbon 
Future—Chris Goodall 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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Less is More: How Degrowth Will Save the 
World—Jason Hickle  

Our planet is in trouble. But how can we reverse the 
current crisis and create a sustainable future? The 
answer is: DEGROWTH. 
 
Less is More is the wake-up call we need. By shining a 
light on ecological breakdown and the system that's 
causing it, Hickel shows how we can bring our economy 
back into balance with the living world and build a 
thriving society for all. This is our chance to change 
course, but we must act now.  

Long before the pandemic, economies across the world 
were in trouble, with growth slowing across the board. 
This downturn coincided with growing inequality and 
social exclusion. Rising political dissatisfaction with 
ruling elites fuelled the rise of populism. Add to this 
the alarming environmental emergency and few can 
deny we live in a time of multiple sustainability crises. 

While this conclusion can lead to despair, in this broad-
ranging book Kaplinsky, a leading development policy 
analyst, argues that the future is not necessarily bleak. 
Interrogating the causes and nature of the systemic 
crises we are living through, he shows how the 
challenges which we now face mirror previous historical 
epochs, in which dominant 'techno-economic' paradigms 
flourish, mature and run into crisis. In each case, 
decisive action is required to move to a more 
economically and socially sustainable world. 

In our time, we are witnessing the exhaustion of the 
Mass Production paradigm. How we herald and manage 
the transition to the next paradigm - that of 
Information and Communications Technologies - will 
determine our capacity to build a more prosperous, 
equitable and environmentally sustainable world. This 
book sets out an integrated agenda for action by 
multiple stakeholders to achieve this end. 

Sustainable Futures: An Agenda for Action—
Raphael Kaplinsky  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 
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This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the 
Climate—Naomi Klein  

Forget everything you think you know about global 
warming. It's not about carbon - it's about capitalism. 
The good news is that we can seize this existential 
crisis to transform our failed economic system and 
build something radically better. 
 
In her most provocative book yet, Naomi Klein, author 
of the global bestsellers The Shock Doctrine and No 
Logo, tackles the most profound threat humanity has 
ever faced: the war our economic model is waging 
against life on earth.  

Climate change, Klein argues, is a civilizational wake-
up call, a powerful message delivered in the language 
of fires, floods, storms, and droughts. Confronting it is 
no longer about changing the light bulbs. It's about 
changing the world - before the world changes so 
drastically that no one is safe.  

Over the last half a billion years, there have been five 
mass extinctions of life on earth. Scientists around the 
world are currently monitoring the sixth, predicted to 
be the most devastating extinction event since the 
asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. 

Elizabeth Kolbert combines brilliant field reporting, the 
history of ideas and the work of geologists, botanists 
and marine biologists to tell the gripping stories of a 
dozen species - including the Panamanian golden frog 
and the Sumatran rhino - some already gone, others at 
the point of vanishing. 

The sixth extinction is likely to be mankind's most 
lasting legacy and Elizabeth Kolbert's book urgently 
compels us to rethink the fundamental question of 
what it means to be human. 

The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History—
Elizabeth Kolbert  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 
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Don't Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are 
Wired to Ignore Climate Change—George 
Marshall 

Most of us recognize that climate change is real yet we 
do nothing to stop it. What is the psychological 
mechanism that allows us to know something is true 
but act as if it is not?  
 
Marshall argues that the answers do not lie in the way 
our human brains are wired--our evolutionary origins, 
our perceptions of threats, our cognitive blind spots, 
our love of storytelling, our fear of death, and our 
deepest instincts to defend our family and tribe. Once 
we understand what excites, threatens, and motivates 
us, we can rethink climate change, for it is not an 
impossible problem. Rather, we can halt it if we make 
it our common purpose and common ground. In the 
end, Don't Even Think About It is both about climate 
change and about the qualities that make us human and 
how we can deal with the greatest challenge we have 
ever faced.  

'Nature, we believe, takes forever. It moves with 
infinite slowness,' begins the first book to bring climate 
change to public attention.  

Interweaving lyrical observations from his life in the 
Adirondack Mountains with insights from the emerging 
science, Bill McKibben sets out the central 
developments not only of the environmental crisis now 
facing us but also the terms of our response, from 
policy to the fundamental, philosophical shift in our 
relationship with the natural world which, he argues, 
could save us. A moving elegy to nature in its pristine, 
pre-human wildness, The End of Nature is both a 
milestone in environmental thought, indispensable to 
understanding how we arrived here.  

The End of Nature—Bill McKibben 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 1989 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 
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Losing Earth: The Decade We Could Have 
Stopped Climate Change—Nathaniel Rich  

By 1979, we knew all that we know now about the 
science of climate change - what was happening, why it 
was happening, and how to stop it. Over the next ten 
years, we had the very real opportunity to stop it. 
Obviously, we failed. 

Nathaniel Rich's groundbreaking account of that failure 
- and how tantalizingly close we came to signing 
binding treaties that would have saved us all before the 
fossil fuels industry and politicians committed to anti-
scientific denialism - is already a journalistic 
blockbuster.  

In Losing Earth, Rich is able to provide more of the 
context for what did - and didn't - happen in the 1980s 
and, more important, is able to carry the story fully 
into the present day and wrestle with what those past 
failures mean for us in 2019. It is not just an agonizing 
revelation of historical missed opportunities, but a 
clear-eyed and eloquent assessment of how we got to 
now, and what we can and must do before it's truly too 
late.  

Holding her first grandchild in her arms in 2003, Mary 
Robinson was struck by the uncertainty of the world he 
had been born into. Before his fiftieth birthday, he 
would share the planet with more than nine billion 
people - people battling for food, water, and shelter in 
an increasingly volatile climate. 

The faceless, shadowy menace of climate change had 
become, in an instant, deeply personal. Mary Robinson's 
mission would lead her all over the world, from Malawi 
to Mongolia, and to a heartening revelation: that an 
irrepressible driving force in the battle for climate 
justice could be found at the grassroots level, mainly 
among women, many of them mothers and 
grandmothers like herself. 

Climate Justice: A Man-Made Problem With a 
Feminist Solution—Mary Robinson 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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Turning the Tide on Plastic: How Humanity 
(And You) Can Make Our Globe Clean Again—
Lucy Siegle 

Plastic flows into our lives from every direction and 
most of it is not recycled. Instead it is incinerated or 
ends up in landfill, where it will sit for hundreds of 
years, or enters the world's seas where it fragments 
into tiny pieces to become microplastics - the 
environmental scourge of our times.  
 
Many of us had assumed that governments, brands and 
waste authorities were dealing with plastic on our 
behalf. But if there were plans and strategies, they 
have not worked as we imagined. It would be easy to 
feel despondent but instead we need to turn our anger 
and emotion into action, starting by making a big dent 
in our own enormous consumption.  
 
Turning the Tide on Plastic is here just in time. 
Journalist, broadcaster and eco lifestyle expert Lucy 
Siegle provides a powerful call to arms to end the 
plastic pandemic along with the tools we need to make 
decisive change.  

We are facing a species emergency. With every degree 
of temperature rise, a billion people will be displaced 
from the zone in which humans have lived for 
thousands of years. While we must do everything we 
can to mitigate the impact of climate change, the 
brutal truth is that huge swathes of the world are 
becoming uninhabitable. The quadruple threat of 
drought, heat, wildfires and flooding will utterly 
reshape Earth's human geography in the coming 
decades. 
 
In this rousing call to arms, Royal Society Science Book 
Prize-winning author Gaia Vince describes how we can 
plan for and manage this unavoidable climate migration 
while we restore the planet to a fully habitable state. 
The vital message of this book is that migration is not 
the problem - it's the solution.  

Nomad Century: How to Survive the Climate 
Upheaval—Gaia Vince 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2022 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming—
David Wallace-Wells  

Unflinchingly frank and unapologetically apocalyptic, 
author and journalist David Wallace-Wells’ 
transformative book blows a hole in the polite rhetoric 
of climate change. Covering everything from the 
probability of worldwide drought and famine to the risk 
of total economic ruin, it’s an urgent manifesto for a 
wholesale environmental revolution, from everyday 
behaviours to government policy and international 
cooperation.  

Written with a skilful marshalling of leading scientific 
evidence and offering the starkest possible warnings 
about our future The Uninhabitable Earth is an 
impassioned, imperative call to action.  

A new type of Cold War is emerging between China and 
the West. The global order is being simultaneously 
shaken by climate change and the shale revolution in 
oil and gas - and now by the coronavirus. Controversial 
fracking technology has given America unprecedented 
leverage as the world's leading energy powerhouse, 
ahead of Saudi Arabia and Russia, upending the 
chessboard of global politics and changing the 
psychology of the global economy. Despite being 
weighed down by sanctions, Russia is pivoting east 
toward China as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping unite to 
challenge America and lay claim to almost all of the 
South China Sea, one of the world's most critical trade 
routes.  

The New Map tells a sweeping story about how the role 
of energy in climate change is shaping geopolitical 
discussions, challenging our industries and our 
lifestyles, and accelerating a second energy revolution - 
the quest for renewables. It also brings realism to the 
debates over the energy transition.  

The New Map: Energy, Climate, and the Clash 
of Nations—Daniel Yergin 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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