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The Social Awareness Series is a new 
range of recommended reading lists 
based around contemporary social 
issues. Its aim is two-fold:  
 
1. To help students build their 

awareness of these issues, via a 
range of inclusive, thought-
provoking and accessible reading.  

 
2. To provide an introduction to key 

ideas, thinkers and writers, past 
and present, around a particular 
topic. 

 
We hope these lists will serve as a 
launch pad for further exploration, 
and we welcome feedback and 
suggestions for new texts and topics 
to cover. 
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MODERN 
BRITAIN 



How Britain Really Works: Understanding the 

Ideas and Institutions of a Nation—Stig Abell 

Getting to grips with Great Britain is harder than ever. 
We are a nation that chose Brexit, rejects immigration 
but is dependent on it, is getting older but less healthy, 
is more demanding of public services but less willing to 
pay for them, is tired of intervention abroad but wants 
to remain a global authority. We have an over-
stretched, free health service (an idea from the 1940s 
that may not survive the 2020s), overcrowded prisons, 
a military without an evident purpose, an education 
system the envy of none of the Western world. How did 
we get here and where are we going? 

How Britain Really Works is a guide to Britain and its 
institutions (the economy, the military, schools, 
hospitals, the media, and more), which explains just 
how we got to wherever it is we are. It will not tell you 
what opinions to have, but will give you the 
information to help you reach your own. By the end, 
you will know how Britain works - or doesn't.  

In the past, it was possible to live with delightful 
confusion: one could be English or British, Scottish or 
Irish, and a citizen/subject of the United Kingdom (or 
Great Britain). Now this archaic state is coming under 
terrible strain. The English revolt against Europe is also 
a revolt against the Scottish and Irish, and the 
pressures to declare Scottish independence and to push 
for a border poll that would unite Ireland may become 
irresistible. 

Can England and Wales find a way of dealing with the 
state's new place in the world? What constitutional, 
federal arrangements might prevent the disintegration 
of the British state? 

How Britain Ends is a book about history, but also about 
the strange, complicated identity of Britishness.  

How Britain Ends: English Nationalism and the 

Rebirth of Four Nations—Gavin Esler 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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Empire: How Britain Made the Modern World—

Niall Fergusson 

Once vast swathes of the globe were coloured imperial 
red and Britannia ruled not just the waves, but the 
prairies of America, the plains of Asia, the jungles of 
Africa and the deserts of Arabia. Just how did a small, 
rainy island in the North Atlantic achieve all this? And 
why did the empire on which the sun literally never set 
finally decline and fall? Niall Ferguson's acclaimed 
Empire brilliantly unfolds the imperial story in all its 
splendours and its miseries, showing how a gang of 
buccaneers and gold-diggers planted the seed of the 
biggest empire in all history - and set the world on the 
road to modernity.  

The most brilliant British historian of his generation; 
Ferguson examines the roles of "pirates, planters, 
missionaries, mandarins, bankers and bankrupts" in the 
creation of history's largest empire. 

Between the death of Queen Victoria and the end of 
the Second World War, the nation was shaken by war 
and peace. The two wars were the worst we had ever 
known and the episodes of peace among the most 
turbulent and surprising. As the political forum moved 
from Edwardian smoking rooms to an increasingly 
democratic Westminster, the people of Britain 
experimented with extreme ideas as they struggled to 
answer the question 'How should we live?' Socialism? 
Fascism? Feminism? Meanwhile, fads such as eugenics, 
vegetarianism and nudism were gripping the nation, 
while the popularity of the music hall soared. It was 
also a time that witnessed the birth of the media as we 
know it today and the beginnings of the welfare state. 

Beyond trenches, flappers and Spitfires, this is a story 
of strange cults and economic madness, of 
revolutionaries and heroic inventors. From organic food 
to drugs, nightclubs and celebrities to package 
holidays, crooked bankers to sleazy politicians, the 
echoes of today's Britain ring from almost every page.  

The Making of Modern Britain—Andrew Marr 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2009 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2003 
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Poverty Safari—Darren McGarvey 

'I know that sense of being cut off from the world, 
despite having such a wonderful view of it through a 
window in the sky; that feeling of isolation, despite 
being surrounded by hundreds of other people above, 
below and either side of you. But most of all, I 
understand the sense that you are invisible, despite the 
fact that your community can be seen for miles around 
and is one of the most prominent features of the city 
skyline.'  

People from deprived communities all around Britain 
feel misunderstood and unheard. Darren McGarvey 
gives voice to their feelings and concerns, and the 
anger that is spilling over. McGarvey invites you to 
come on a safari of sorts. A Poverty Safari. But not the 
sort where the indigenous population is surveyed from a 
safe distance, before the window on the community 
closes and everyone gradually forgets about it.  

Making Sense of the Troubles is widely regarded as the 
most 'comprehensive, considered and compassionate' 
history of the Troubles in Northern Ireland. Written by 
a distinguished journalist and a teacher of history in 
Northern Ireland, it surveys the roots of the problems 
from 1921 onwards, the descent into violence in the 
late 60s, and the three terrible decades that followed.  

McKittrick and McVea have now fully updated the book 
to take into account the momentous events of the last 
ten years, including the disbanding of the IRA, Ian 
Paisley's deal with the Republicans and the historic 
power-sharing government in Belfast.  

Compellingly written and very even-handed. By far the 
clearest account of what happened in the Northern 
Ireland conflict and more importantly why it happened.  

Making Sense of the Troubles: A History of 

The Northern Ireland Conflict—David 

McKittrick and David McVea 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2001 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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Dreams of Leaving and Remaining— 

James Meek 

In the decades since the twilight of empire, Britain has 
struggled to find its place, and identity, in the world. 
This has come to the point of crisis since the 2008 
financial crash. Meek meets the farmers and fishermen 
who wish Britain to turn its back on the world and 
restore its former glory, and are willing to lose the very 
support that their industry depends on. He reports on a 
Cadbury's factory that is to be shut down and moved to 
Poland in the name of free market economics, 
exploring the impact on the local community left 
behind. He charts how the NHS is coping with the 
burdens of austerity and an ageing population. 

Through his journey he asks what we can recover from 
the debris of an old nation as we head towards new 
horizons. There are no easy answers, and what he 
creates instead is a portrait of an anxious, troubled 
nation. Instead, he demands that we reconsider the 
power of the stories that we tell ourselves about who 
we are, a nation's alienated from itself.  

Black and British is vivid confirmation that black history 
can no longer be kept separate and marginalised. It is 
woven into the cultural and economic histories of the 
nation and it belongs to us all. 

Drawing on new genealogical research, original records, 
and expert testimony, Black and British reaches back to 
Roman Britain, the medieval imagination, Elizabethan 
'blackamoors' and the global slave-trading empire. It 
shows that the great industrial boom of the nineteenth 
century was built on American slavery, and that black 
Britons fought at Trafalgar and in the trenches of both 
World Wars. Black British history is woven into the 
cultural and economic histories of the nation. It is not a 
singular history, but one that belongs to us all. 

Black and British: A Forgotten History— 

David Olusoga 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2016 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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Island Stories: Britain and its History in the 

Age of Brexit—David Reynolds 

What does Brexit do to our sense of history? On the 
basis that you cannot map the future if you have no 
sense of the past, Cambridge professor of international 
history and best-selling author of The Long Shadow, 
sets out his profound, multi-cultural interpretation of 
the many Island Stories that make up Britain's history.  

At this time of profound change, political and 
international history really matter. This new book by 
Professor David Reynolds borrows from the title of the 
Whiggish classic Our Island Story but is, instead, about 
'stories', plural - about the different ways in which to 
see our complicated past. 

The four main chapters look at four alternative ways of 
narrating 'our island story' in the wake of Brexit. And, in 
doing so, they draw on some of the narratives that have 
been offered - by voices from the past such as Joseph 
Chamberlain, Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher 
and by figures from the current Brexit debate including 
Boris Johnson and Jacob Rees-Mogg. 

Why does social class matter more than ever in Britain 
today? How has the meaning of class changed? 
What does this mean for social mobility and inequality? 

In this book Mike Savage and the team of sociologists 
responsible for the ‘Great British Class Survey’ look 
beyond the labels to explore how and why our society is 
changing and what this means for the people who find 
themselves in the margins as well as in the centre. 

Their new conceptualization of class is based on the 
distribution of three kinds of capital - economic 
(inequalities in income and wealth), social (the 
different kinds of people we know) and cultural (the 
ways in which our leisure and cultural preferences are 
exclusive) - and provides incontrovertible evidence that 
class is as powerful and relevant today as it's ever 
been. 

Social Class in the 21st Century— 

Mike Savage 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2015 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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DEMOCRACY 



How to Run a Government So That Citizens 

Benefit and Taxpayers Don’t Go Crazy— 

Michael Barber 

The secrets of successful government from Michael 
Barber, one of the world's leading experts on carrying 
out lasting improvements in public life. 

Billions of citizens around the world are frustrated with 
their governments. Political leaders struggle to honour 
their promises and officials find it near impossible to 
translate ideas into action. The result? High taxes, but 
poor outcomes. Cynicism not just with government but 
with the political process. 

Why is this? How could this vicious spiral be reversed? 

In this groundbreaking book Michael Barber draws on his 
wealth of experience of working for and with 
government leaders the world over to present a 
blueprint for how to run a government.  

The internet was meant to set us free. Tech has 
radically changed the way we live our lives. But have 
we unwittingly handed too much away to shadowy 
powers behind a wall of code, all manipulated by a 
handful of Silicon Valley utopians, ad men, and venture 
capitalists? And what does that mean for democracy, 
our delicately balanced system of government that was 
created long before big data, total information and 
artificial intelligence? 

In this urgent polemic, Jamie Bartlett argues that 
through our unquestioning embrace of big tech, the 
building blocks of democracy are slowly being removed. 
The middle class is being eroded, sovereign authority 
and civil society is weakened, and we citizens are 
losing our critical faculties, maybe even our free will. 

In the wake of the Cambridge Analytica scandal this 
essential book shows that the stakes couldn't be higher 
and that, unless we radically alter our course, 
democracy will join feudalism, supreme monarchies 
and communism as just another political experiment 
that quietly disappeared.  

The People Vs Tech: How the Internet is 

Killing Democracy (and How We Save It)— 

Jamie Bartlett 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2015 
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Is Democracy Failing: A Primer for the 21st 

Century—Niheer Dasandi 

Only four countries around the world do not currently 
define themselves as democracies. But many more do 
not fulfil the four basic requirements of democracy: 
free and fair elections, active participation of citizens 
in politics, protection of human rights, and the rule of 
law. Since 2015, far-right and populist politicians have 
been on the rise throughout the West. Is populism the 
new face of democracy? Is democracy simply the will of 
the people? Can any existing government claim to be 
truly democratic?  

This captivating, articulate volume explores and 
interrogates each form of democracy and questions 
whether they remain fit for purpose today.  

The foundations upon which our democracies stand are 
inherently flawed, vulnerable to corrosion from within. 
What is the remedy? 

AC Grayling makes the case for a clear, consistent, 
principled and written constitution, and sets out the 
reforms necessary - among them addressing the 
imbalance of power between government and 
Parliament, imposing fixed terms for MPs, introducing 
proportional representation and lowering the voting 
age to 16 to ensure the intentions of such a constitution 
could not be subverted or ignored. As democracies 
around the world show signs of decay, the issue of what 
makes a good state, one that is democratic in the 
fullest sense of the word, could not be more important. 

The Good State: On the Principles of 

Democracy—AC Grayling 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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How Democracies Die: What History Reveals 

About our Future—Steven Levitsky 

How does a democracy die? 

What can we do to save our own? 

What lessons does history teach us? 

In the 21st century democracy is threatened like never 
before. Drawing insightful lessons from across history - 
from Pinochet's murderous Chilean regime to Erdogan's 
quiet dismantling in Turkey - Levitsky and Ziblatt 
explain why democracies fail, how leaders like Trump 
subvert them today and what each of us can do to 
protect our democratic rights. 

'Democracy is the worst form of government, except for 
all those other forms that have been tried from time to 
time.' 

Churchill had more reason than most to rue the power 
of democracy, having been thrown out of office after 
leading Britain to victory in 1945. Democracy, when 
viewed from above, has always been a fickle master; 
from below it is a powerful but fragile friend. 

Most books on democracy focus on political theory and 
analysis. Of The People, By The People takes the 
opposite approach, telling the stories of the different 
democracies that have come into existence during the 
past two and half millennia.  

From Athens to Rhaetia, Jamestown to Delhi, and 
Putney to Pretoria, the book shows how democratic 
systems are always a reflection of the culture and 
history of their birthplaces, and come about through 
seizing fleeting opportunities.  

Of the People and by the People: A New 

History of Democracy—Roger Osborne 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 1979 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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Against Elections: The Case for Democracy—

David Van Rebrouck 

Democracy is in bad health. Against Elections offers a 
new diagnosis -and an ancient remedy. Fear-mongering 
populists, distrust in the establishment, personality 
contests instead of reasoned debate: these are the 
results of the latest elections. 

In fact, as this ingenious book shows, the original 
purpose of elections was to exclude the people from 
power by appointing an elite to govern over them. Yet 
for most of its 3000-year history, democracy did not 
involve elections at all: members of the public were 
appointed to positions in government through a 
combination of volunteering and lottery. 

Based on studies and trials from around the globe, this 
hugely influential manifesto presents the practical case 
for a true democracy - one that actually works. Urgent, 
heretical and completely convincing, Against 
Elections leaves only one question to be answered: 
what are we waiting for?  

Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, Barack Obama, Gordon Brown, 
Theresa May, and Donald Trump: each had different 
motivations, methods, and paths, but they all sought 
the highest office. And yet when they reached their 
goal, they often found that the power they had 
imagined was illusory. Their sweeping visions of reform 
faltered. They faced bureaucratic obstructions, but 
often the biggest obstruction was their own character. 
However, their personalities could help them as much 
as hurt them.  

David Runciman tackles the limitations of high office 
and how the personal histories of those who achieved 
the very pinnacles of power helped to define their 
successes and failures in office. These portraits show 
what characters are most effective in these offices. 
Could this be a blueprint for good and effective 
leadership in an age lacking good leaders?  

Where Power Stops—David Runciman  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2013 
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30-Second Politics : The 50 Most Thought-

Provoking Theories in Politics, Each 

Explained in Half a Minute—Steven L. Taylor 

You may be OK with standard stuff like Conservatism 
and Democracy, but do you really know what 
Patrimonialism is? And what about Oligarchy? Anarcho-
syndicalism?  Politics is, we are willing to bet, the most 
passionately argued-over subject matter, and yet how 
many of us flounder around in confrontational debates 
because we have no grip on political theory, just a 
vague notion that they are all out to get us?  

30-Second Politics will help dispel this fog of mistrust 
and paranoia. It challenges political theorists of all 
colours to come up with no-frill, no-spin, tell-it-like-it-
is explanations of the 50 most important political -isms, 
-archies, and -ocracies that have pertained since the 
time of Periclean Athens.  

Democracy is founded on three vital principles: liberty, 
equality, and also uncertainty. The latter, Werner 
Müller argues, is crucial for ensuring democracy's 
dynamic and creative character. Authoritarians seek to 
render politics (and individual citizens) predictable; 
democracy holds open the possibility that new ideas, 
movements and identities can be created.  

Acknowledging fully the dangers posed by populism, by 
kleptocratic autocracies like Russia's and by the digital 
authoritarianism of Xi, Muller also challenges the 
assumptions made by many liberals defending 
democracy in recent years. He shows how the secession 
of plutocratic elites in the West has undermined much 
of democracy's promise. In response, we need to re-
invigorate our institutions but also make it easier for 
citizens to mobilize.  

Taking on many of the most difficult political questions 
we face, this book is a vital rethinking of what 
democracy is, and how we can reinvent our social 
contract. 

Democracy Rules—Jan-Werner Műller 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2012 
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LAW 



The Secret Barrister: Stories of the Law and 

How it’s Broken 

Welcome to the funny, often moving and ultimately life
-changing stories of life inside the courtroom. Welcome 
to the world of the Secret Barrister. 

How can you defend a child-abuser you suspect to be 
guilty? What do you say to someone sentenced to ten 
years who you believe to be innocent? What is the law 
and why do we need it? And why do they wear those 
stupid wigs? 

From the criminals to the lawyers, the victims, 
witnesses and officers of the law, here is the best and 
worst of humanity, all struggling within a broken 
system which would never be off the front pages if the 
public knew what it was really like.  

'The Rule of Law' is a phrase much used but little 
examined. The idea of the rule of law as the foundation 
of modern states and civilisations has recently become 
even more talismanic than that of democracy, but what 
does it actually consist of?  
 
In this brilliant short book, Britain's former senior law 
lord, and one of the world's most acute legal minds, 
examines what the idea actually means. He makes 
clear that the rule of law is not an arid legal doctrine 
but is the foundation of a fair and just society, is a 
guarantee of responsible government, is an important 
contribution to economic growth and offers the best 
means yet devised for securing peace and co-operation. 
He briefly examines the historical origins of the rule, 
and then advances eight conditions which capture its 
essence as understood in western democracies today. 
He also discusses the strains imposed on the rule of law 
by the threat and experience of international 
terrorism.   

The Rule of Law—Tom Bingham 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2010 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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Magna Carta: Law, Liberty, Legacy— 

Claire Breay 

When it was granted by King John in 1215, Magna Carta 
was a practical solution to a political crisis. In the 
centuries since, it has become a potent symbol of 
liberty and the rule of law. 

This catalogue accompanies a once-in-a-lifetime 
exhibition at the British Library commemorating the 
800th anniversary of Magna Carta. It takes us on a 
journey from the charter's medieval origins through to 
what it means to people around the world today.  

Drawing on the rich historical collections of the British 
Library - including two original copies of Magna Carta 
from 1215 - the catalogue brings to life the history and 
contemporary resonance of this globally important 
document. It features treasured artefacts inspired by 
the rich legacy of Magna Carta, including Thomas 
Jefferson's handwritten draft of the Declaration of 
Independence and an original copy of the Bill of Rights.  

In this memoir, murder case lawyer William Clegg 
revisits his most intriguing trials, from the acquittal of 
Colin Stagg, to the shooting of Jill Dando, to the man 
given life because of an earprint. All the while he lays 
bare the secrets of his profession, from the rivalry 
among barristers to the nervous moments before a 
verdict comes back, and how our right to a fair trial is 
now at risk. 

Under the Wig is for anyone who wants to know the 
reality of a murder trial. It has been praised as 
"gripping" by The Times, "riveting" by the Sunday 
Express and "fascinating" by the Secret Barrister, who 
described the author as "one of our country's greatest 
jury advocates." Several prominent barristers, including 
Matthew Scott and Bob Marshall-Andrews QC, have said 
Under the Wig is a "must read" for anyone with an 
interest in the criminal law. Switch off the TV dramas 
and see real criminal law in action.   

Under the Wig: A Lawyer’s Stories of Murder, 

Guilt and Innocence—William Clegg 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2015 
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The Judiciary, Civil Liberties and Human 

Rights—Steven Foster 

This book considers the constitutional position of the 
judiciary and its role in shaping the individual's 
relations with the state. Readers will gain the 
following: 

A comprehensive analysis of the history of civil liberties 
and human rights in the UK, and the judiciary's role in 
upholding them. 

An understanding of the Human Rights Act of 1998 and 
its potential impact on the judiciary's relations with the 
parliament and the executive. 

An appreciation of the importance of political 
accountability and open government in the protection 
of liberty, together with recent legislative reforms in 
these areas. 

An awareness of why important critics believe 
fundamental freedoms are at risk in the UK in the post 
9/11 and 7/7 atmosphere. 

Court Number One of the Old Bailey is the most famous 
court room in the world, and the venue of some of the 
most sensational human dramas ever to be played out 
in a criminal trial. 
 
Not only notorious for its murder trials, Court Number 
One recorded the changing face of modern British 
society, bearing witness to alternate attitudes to 
homosexuality, the death penalty, freedom of 
expression, insanity and the psychology of violence.  

Telling the stories of twelve of the most scandalous and 
celebrated cases across a radically shifting century, this 
book traces the evolving attitudes of Britain, the 
decline of a society built on deference and discretion, 
the tensions brought by a more permissive society and 
the rise of trial by mass media. 

Court No.1, The Old Bailey: Trials that Defined 

Modern Britain—Thomas Grant 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2006 
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The Law Book—Camilla Hallman 

Why do we need laws? What rights are protected by 
law? When was forensic evidence first used in court? 

This book explores big questions like these, explaining 
the laws and legal precedents, and religious, political, 
and moral codes that have shaped the world we live in. 

Written in plain English, The Law Book cuts through the 
legal jargon and is packed with pithy explanations of 
the most important milestones in legal history, with 
step-by-step diagrams and witty illustrations that 
untangle knotty concepts. 

Helena Kennedy forensically examines the pressing new 
evidence that women are still being discriminated 
against throughout the legal system, from the High 
Court (where only 21% of judges are women) to female 
prisons (where 84% of inmates are held for non-violent 
offences despite the refrain that prison should only be 
used for violent or serious crime). 

In between are the so-called ‘lifestyle’ choices of the 
Rotherham girls; the failings of the current rules on 
excluding victims’ sexual history from rape trials; 
battered wives being asked why they don’t ‘just leave’ 
their partners; the way statistics hide the double 
discrimination experienced by BAME and disabled 
women; the failure to prosecute cases of female 
genital mutilation; the list goes on. 

The law holds up a mirror to society and it is failing 
women. The ‘MeToo’ campaign has been in part a 
reaction to those failures. So what comes next?  

Misjustice: How British Law is Failing 

Women—Helena Kennedy 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 
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The Law Book—Camilla Hallman 

Sarah Langford is a barrister. Her job is to stand in 
court representing the mad and the bad, the 
vulnerable, the heartbroken and the hopeful. She must 
become their voice: weave their story around the black 
and white of the law and tell it to the courtroom. 
These stories may not make headlines but they will 
change the lives of ordinary people in extraordinary 
ways.  

With remarkable candour, Sarah describes eleven cases 
which reveal what goes on in our criminal and family 
courts: these are tales of domestic fall out, everyday 
burglary, sexual indiscretion, and children caught up in 
the law. They are sometimes shocking and they are 
often heart-stopping. She examines how she feels as 
she defends the person standing in the dock. She also 
shows us how our attitudes and actions can shape not 
only the outcome of a case, but the legal system itself. 

Brexit, the possible break-up of the UK, pandemics: 
this is a country in crisis. In crises the law sets the 
boundaries of what the government can and should do. 
But in a country without a written constitution such as 
the UK, the precise limits between legal obligation and 
convention can be hazy. Conventions, such as the Prime 
Minister being an MP, can not be enforced in the same 
way as laws. What are the limits of law in politics? Is 
not having a constitution a hindrance or a help in time 
of crisis? 

Jonathan Sumption wrestles with past, current and 
potential crises that this divided country faces. From 
the role of the Supreme Court, to the uses of 
referenda, to the rise of nationalisms within the United 
Kingdom, Sumption exposes the subtleties, uses, and 
abuses of legal and judicial interventions. With razor 
sharp intelligence he counsels caution, both in our 
impulse to radically upend the system and to challenge 
results that may not be what we want. 

Law in a Time of Crisis—Jonathan Sumption 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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We Can Do Better Than This: 35 Voices on the 

Future of LGBTQ+ Rights—Amelia Abraham 

We talk about achieving 'LGBTQ+ equality', but around 
the world, LGBTQ+ people are still suffering 
discrimination and extreme violence. How do we solve 
this urgent problem, allowing queer people everywhere 
the opportunity to thrive? 

In We Can Do Better Than This, 35 voices explore this 
question. Through deeply moving stories and 
provocative new arguments on safety and visibility, 
dating and gender, care and community, they map new 
global frontiers in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights. 

Moving from the UK and USA to Russia, Bangladesh and 
beyond, this is a guide to understanding the crucial 
issues facing LGBTQ+ people today. But it's also a 
passionate call to action and an important manifesto 
for how - together - we can start to create a better 
future.  

Based on decades of research, this powerful new big-
picture framework explains how some countries 
develop towards and provide liberty while others fall to 
despotism, anarchy or asphyxiating norms - and 
explains how liberty can thrive despite new threats. 

Liberty is hardly the 'natural' order of things; usually 
states have been either too weak to protect individuals 
or too strong for people to protect themselves from 
despotism. There is also a happy Western myth that 
where liberty exists, it's a steady state, arrived at by 
'enlightenment'. 

But liberty emerges only when a delicate and incessant 
balance is struck between state and society - between 
elites and citizens. This struggle becomes self-
reinforcing, inducing both state and society to develop 
a richer array of capacities, thus affecting the 
peacefulness of societies, the success of economies and 
how people experience their daily lives. 

The Narrow Corridor: States, Societies, and 

the Fate of Liberty—Daron Acemoglu 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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Taking Liberties: The Struggle for Britain's 

Freedoms and Rights—Mike Ashley 

For centuries Britain has laid claim to the notion of 
liberty, yet the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
throughout the United Kingdom today were in fact hard 
fought for and won. This book uncovers those struggles, 
their winners, losers and stalemates, which have 
stretched over 900 years, and continue still.  

Whilst there were battles between nations, civil war 
and the execution of a monarch, at its heart this is a 
personal story of individuals who made great sacrifices 
for what they believed was right. Some individuals are 
justly celebrated, such as Wat Tyler, William 
Wilberforce and Emmeline Pankhurst, but many are 
lesser known though their impact was no less 
important, including John Lilburne, John Wilkes, 
Caroline Norton and Fenner Brockway.   

The four essays are `Political Ideas in the Twentieth 
Century'; `Historical Inevitability', which the Economist 
described as `a magnificent assertion of the reality of 
human freedom, of the role of free choice in history'; 
`Two Concepts of Liberty', a ringing manifesto for 
pluralism and individual freedom; and `John Stuart Mill 
and the Ends of Life'. There is also a long and masterly 
introduction written specially for this collection, in 
which the author replies to his critics.  

This book is intended for students from college level 
upwards studying philosophy, history, and politics.  

Four Essays on Liberty—Isiah Berlin 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 1969 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2008 
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What’s Wrong With Rights?—Nigel Biggar 

Are natural rights 'nonsense on stilts', as Jeremy 
Bentham memorably put it? Must the very notion of a 
right be individualistic, subverting the common good? 
Should the right against torture be absolute, even 
though the heavens fall? Are human rights universal or 
merely expressions of Western neo-imperial arrogance? 
Are rights ethically fundamental, proudly impervious to 
changing circumstances? Ought human rights advocates 
learn greater sympathy for the dilemmas facing those 
burdened with government?  

These are the questions that What's Wrong with 
Rights? addresses. The solution to these problems lies 
in the abandonment of rights-fundamentalism and the 
recovery of a richer public discourse about ethics, one 
that includes talk about the duty and virtue of rights-
holders. 

On Liberty is the story of today's threats to our 
freedoms and a highly personal, impassioned plea in 
defence of fundamental rights, from Shami 
Chakrabarti, Britain's leading human rights campaigner 
 
On 11 September 2001, our world changed. The West's 
response to 9/11 has morphed into a period of 
exception. Governments have decided that the rule of 
law and human rights are often too costly. In On 
Liberty, Shami Chakrabarti explores why our 
fundamental rights and freedoms are indispensable. 
She shows, too, the unprecedented pressures those 
rights are under today. 

Drawing on her own work in high-profile campaigns, 
from privacy laws to anti-terror legislation, Chakrabarti 
shows the threats to our democratic institutions and 
why our rights are paramount in upholding democracy.  

On Liberty—Shami Chakrabarti 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 
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50 Political Ideas You Really Need to Know— 

Ben Dupre 

At a time of corrosive popular cynicism and profound 
international unease, the need for clarity over the 
fundamental concepts of politics has never been 
greater. The forces of terrorism and fundamentalism 
endanger our security, while government responses to 
it pose a basic threat to liberty, democracy and human 
rights. Corruption, spin and a suspect political culture 
arouse public indignation, which is further aggravated 
by an array of pressure groups and the far-from-
disinterested attentions of the mass media.  
 
In 50 Political Ideas You Really Need to Know, Ben 
Dupre clears away the murk that obscures key concepts 
that we ignore at our peril.   

As we rethink the scope of police power, Jon Fasman's 
chilling examination of how the police and the justice 
system use the power of surveillance technology--how 
it affects privacy, liberty, and civil rights--becomes 
more urgent by the day. Embedding himself within 
police departments on both coasts, Fasman explores 
the moral, legal, and political questions posed by these 
techniques and tools. 

By zeroing in on how facial recognition, automatic 
license-plate readers, drones, predictive algorithms, 
and encryption affect us personally, Fasman vividly 
illustrates what is at stake and explains how to think 
through issues of privacy rights, civil liberties, and 
public safety. How do these technologies impact how 
police operate in our society? How should archaic 
privacy laws written for an obsolete era be updated? 

Fasman looks closely at what can happen when 
surveillance technologies are combined and put in the 
hands of governments with scant regard for citizens' 
civil liberties, pushing us to ask: Is our democratic 
culture strong enough to stop us from turning into 
China, with its architecture of control? 

We See It All : Liberty and Justice in the Age 

of Perpetual Surveillance—John Fasman 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2011 
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The Assault on Liberty: What Went Wrong 

With Rights—Dominic Raab 

In the last 10 years the government has launched an 
unprecedented assault on our civil liberties. The loss of 
basic liberties has been replaced by a litany of new 
rights and the emergence of a new rights culture 
without any meaningful democratic oversight. This 
assault, and the parallel proliferation of rights, has 
warped the moral compass that guided the idea of 
fundamental rights throughout British history. But in 
whose name and to what end? 

In The Assault on Liberty, a radical polemic on the 
state of the nation, Dominic Raab, Chief of Staff to the 
Shadow Home Secretary, asks whether we can really 
defend our freedom by sacrificing it. 

The question of free speech is never far from the 
headlines and frequently declared to be in crisis. 
Starting from the observation that such debates so 
often focus on what can and cannot be said in relation 
to race, Gavan Titley asks why racism has become so 
central to intense disputes about the status and remit 
of freedom of speech. 

The book moves away from debates about the limits of 
speech to examine how free speech is marshalled in 
today's multicultural and mediated societies. This 
involves tracing the ways in which free speech has been 
mobilized in far-right politics, in the recycling of 'race 
realism' and other discredited forms of knowledge, and 
in the politics of immigration. 

Where there is intense political contestation and public 
confusion as to what constitutes racism and who gets to 
define it, 'free speech' has been adopted as a primary 
mechanism for amplifying racist ideas and racializing 
claims. As such, contemporary free speech discourse 
reveals much about the ongoing life of race and racism 
in contemporary society.  

Is Free Speech Racist?—Gavin Titley 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2011 
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RESPECT AND 
TOLERANCE  
FOR THOSE 
WITH 
DIFFERENT 
FAITHS AND 
BELIEFS 



The Lies That Bind: Rethinking Identity. 

Creed, Country, Colour, Class, Culture—

Kwame Anthony Appiah 

We often think identity is personal. But the identities 
that shape the world, our struggles, and our hopes, are 
social ones, shared with countless others. Our sense of 
self is shaped by our family, but also by affiliations that 
spread out from there, like our nationality, culture, 
class, race and religion. 

Taking these broad categories as a starting point, 
Professor Appiah challenges our assumptions about how 
identity works.  

Religion, Appiah shows us, isn't primarily about beliefs. 
The idea of national self-determination is incoherent. 
Our everyday racial thinking is an artefact of discarded 
science. Class is not a matter of upper and lower. And 
the very idea of Western culture is a misleading myth. 
We will see our situation more clearly if we start to 
question these mistaken identities. This is radical new 
thinking from a master in the subject and will change 
forever the way we think about ourselves and our 
communities.  

From the origins of spiritual thought to the concept of 
an active, engaged, divine presence that underlies all 
creation, Aslan examines how the idea of god arose in 
human evolution, was gradually personalized, endowed 
with human traits and emotions, and eventually 
transformed into a single Divine Personality: the God 
known today by such names as Yahweh, Father, and 
Allah. 
 
Bold, wide-ranging and provocative, God challenges 
everything we thought we knew about the origins of 
religious belief, and with it our relationship with life 
and death, with the natural and spiritual worlds, and 
our understanding of the very essence of human 
existence.  

God: A Human History of Religion— 

Reza Aslan 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate 

of Nations—Amy Chua  

Never has our society felt more divided. In Political 
Tribes, Amy Chua diagnoses the cause of our current 
political discord: tribalism. In many parts of the world, 
the group identities that matter most - the ones that 
people will kill and die for - are ethnic, religious, 
sectarian or clan-based. Time and time again our 
blindness to tribalism has undermined our foreign 
policy. 

At home, we have recently witnessed the rise of 
identity politics, a movement that encourages us to 
define ourselves against, and thereby exclude, others 
When people are defined by their differences to each 
other, extremism becomes the common ground, and 
the grand ideals of democracy have a hard time 
competing with a more primal need to belong. If we 
are to transcend our political tribes, we must 
rediscover a broader, more nuanced unity that 
acknowledges the reality of our group differences.  

You’re British. Your parents are British. You were 
raised in Britain. Your partner, your children and most 
of your friends are British. So why do people keep 
asking you where you are from? Brit(ish) is about a 
search for identity. It is about the everyday racism that 
plagues British society. It is about our awkward, 
troubled relationship with our history. It is about why 
liberal attempts to be ‘colour-blind’ have caused more 
problems than they have solved. It is about why we 
continue to avoid talking about race. 

In this personal and provocative investigation, Afua 
Hirsch explores a very British crisis of identity. We are 
a nation in denial about our past and our present. We 
believe we are the nation of abolition, but forget we 
are the nation of slavery. We are convinced that 
fairness is one of our values, but that immigration is 
one of our problems. Brit(ish) is the story of how and 
why this came to be, and an urgent call for change.  

Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging— 

Afua Hirsch 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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A Little History of Religion— 

Richard Holloway  

Written for those with faith and for those without―and 
especially for younger readers―A Little History of 
Religion sweeps us through the story of religion in our 
world, from the dawn of religious belief to the present. 

An emphathetic yet discerning guide to the enduring 
importance of faith, Richard Holloway introduces us to 
the history and beliefs of the major world 
religions―Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, 
Hinduism. He also explores where religious belief 
comes from; the search for meaning through the ages; 
how differences in belief sometimes lead to hostility 
and violence; what is a sect and what is a cult; and 
much more. Throughout, Holloway encourages curiosity 
and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and 
calmly restores a sense of the value of faith.  

This definitive guide explores all the faiths from around 
the world. 

Together with the five main religions of Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism, there is a 
diverse range of newer faiths to ensure a compelling 
and comprehensive read. 

From the key concepts of ancient beliefs to the ground-
breaking ideas at the heart of modern faiths, religious 
history is chronicled in a universal timeline. This 
provides a global perspective on the origins and events 
contributing to the growth and spread of spirituality, 
and the position of religion in society today. Influential 
religious leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, Saint 
Paul, and Al-Ghazali, are introduced in depth and 
detail, alongside important quotations. Modern 
alternative beliefs are investigated in the wider context 
of their political, social, and cultural climates.  

The Religions Book—Gareth Jones 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2013 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2016 
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It's Not About the Burqa: Muslim Women on 

Faith, Feminism, Sexuality and Race— 

Mariam Khan 

What does it mean, exactly, to be a Muslim woman in 
the West today? According to the media, it’s all about 
the burqa.  

Here’s what it’s really about.  

Here are voices you won’t see represented in the 
national news headlines: seventeen Muslim women 
speaking frankly about the hijab and wavering faith, 
about feminism, queer identity, sex, and the twin 
threats of a disapproving community and a racist 
country. With a mix of British and international women 
writers, from activist Mona Eltahawy's definition of a 
revolution to journalist and broadcaster Saima Mir 
telling the story of her experience of arranged 
marriage, these essays are funny, warm, sometimes 
sad, and often angry, and each of them is a passionate 
declaration calling time on the oppression, the lazy 
stereotyping, the misogyny and the Islamophobia.  

In 2007, inspired by the bicentenary of the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade Act and looking to explore his own 
African roots, David Lammy took a DNA test. Ostensibly 
he was a middle-aged husband & father, MP for 
Tottenham and a die-hard Spurs fan. But his nucleic 
acids revealed that he was 25% Tuareg tribe (Niger), 
25% Temne tribe (Sierra Leone), 25% Bantu tribe (South 
Africa), with 5% traces of Celtic Scotland and a 
mishmash of other unidentified groups. 

Both memoir and call-to-arms, Tribes explores both the 
benign and malign effects of our need to belong. How 
this need - genetically programmed and socially 
acquired - can manifest itself in positive ways, 
collaboratively achieving great things that individuals 
alone cannot. And yet how, in recent years, 
globalisation and digitisation have led to new, more 
pernicious kinds of tribalism. This book is a fascinating 
and perceptive analysis of not only the way the world 
works but also the way we really are.  

Tribes: How Our Need to Belong Can Make or 

Break the Good Society—David Lammy 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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Diversify: How to Challenge Inequality and 

Why We Should—June Sarpong 

The truth is, inclusion is better for everyone. 

In this empowering call to arms, June Sarpong MBE 
proves why. 

Putting the spotlight on groups who are often 
marginalised in our society, including women, ethnic 
minorities, those living with disabilities, and the 
LGBTQ+ community, Diversify uncovers the hidden cost 
of exclusion and shows how a new approach to how we 
learn, live and do business can solve some of the most 
stubborn challenges we face. 

With unshakeable case studies, brand-new research 
from Oxford University, and six revolutionary steps to 
help you overcome unconscious bias, this book will help 
you become part of a better society. 

The old way isn’t working. This is a case for change. 

Should we merely celebrate diversity in the sphere of 
religion? What of the social cohesion of a country?  

There is a constant tug between belief in religious truth 
and the need for respect for other religions. Religious 
Diversity: Philosophical and Political Dimensions 
examines how far a firm faith can allow for toleration 
of difference and respect the need for religious 
freedom. It elucidates the philosophical credentials of 
different approaches to truth in religion, ranging from a 
dogmatic fundamentalism to a pluralism that shades 
into relativism. 

Must we resort to a secularism that treats all religion as 
a personal and private matter, with nothing to 
contribute to discussions about the common good? How 
should law approach the issue of religious freedom? 
Introducing the relevance of central discussions in 
modern philosophy of religion, the book goes on to 
examine the political implications of increasing 
religious diversity in a democracy.  

Religious Diversity: Philosophical and Political 

Dimensions—Roger Trigg 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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