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The Social Awareness Series is a 
collection of recommended reading 
lists based around contemporary 
social issues. Its aim is two-fold:  
 
1. To help students build their 

awareness of these issues, via a 
range of inclusive, thought-
provoking and accessible reading.  

 
2. To provide an introduction to key 

ideas, thinkers and writers, past 
and present, around a particular 
topic. 

 
We hope these lists will serve as a 
launch pad for further exploration, 
and we welcome feedback and 
suggestions for new texts and topics 
to cover. 



Contents: 

1 We Can Do Better Than This: 40 Voices on the 
 Future of LGBTQ+ Rights—Amelia Abraham  

1 Life Isn't Binary: On Being Both, Beyond, and 
 in-Between—Meg-John Barker and Alex 
 Iantaffi  

2 Queer: A Graphic History—Meg-John Barker 
 and Jules Scheele  

2 How to Be Ace: A Memoir of Growing Up 
 Asexual—Rebecca Burgess  

3 Trans Britain: Our Journey from the 
 Shadows—Christine Burns  

3 Queer Up: An Uplifting Guide to LGBTQ+ 
 Love, Life and Mental Health—Alexis Caught 

4 Sensible Footwear: A Graphic Guide to 
 Lesbian and Queer History, 1950-2020—Kate 
 Charlesworth 

4 Ace: What Asexuality Reveals About Desire, 
 Society, and the Meaning of Sex—Angela Chen 

5 Gender in World Perspective—Raewyn Connell 
 and Rebecca Pearse  

5 The Times I Knew I Was Gay—Eleanor Crewes 

6 Gender Euphoria: Stories of Joy from Trans, 
 Non-Binary and Intersex Writers—Laura Kate 
 Dale 

6 The Gender Games: The Problem with Men 
 and Women, From Someone Who Has Been 
 Both—Juno Dawson  

7 This Book is Gay—Juno Dawson  

7 The Transgender Issue: An Argument for 
 Justice—Shon Faye 

8 Testosterone Rex: Unmaking the Myths of Our 
 Gendered Minds—Cordelia Fine  



8 Seeing Gender: An Illustrated Guide to 
 Identity and Expression—Iris Gottlieb  

9 Trans*: A Quick and Quirky Account of Gender 
 Variability—Jack Halberstam  

9 Purple Prose: Bisexuality in Britain—Kate 
 Harrad, ed.  

10 Is Gender Fluid? A Primer for the 21st 
 Century—Dr Sally Hines  

10 Gender Mosaic: Beyond the Myth of the Male 
 and Female Brain—Professor Daphna Joel and 
 Luba Vikhanski  

11 Yay! You're Gay! Now What?: A Gay Boy's 
 Guide to Life—Riyadh Khalaf 

11 From Prejudice to Pride: A History of the 
 LGBTQ+ Movement—Amy Lame 

12 Trans Like Me: A Journey for All of Us—CN 
 Lester 

12 The ABC's of LGBT+—Ashley Mardell  

13 On Being Different: What it Means to be a 
 Homosexual—Merle Miller  

13 The Gay Agenda: A Modern Queer History and 
 Handbook—Ashley Molesso  

14 Bi: The Hidden Culture, History, and Science 
 of Bisexuality—Dr Julia Shaw 

14  Is Masculinity Toxic? A Primer for the 21st 
 Century—Andrew Smiler  

15 Gender(s)—Kathryn Bond Stockton 

15 Transgender History: The Roots of Today's 
 Revolution—Susan Stryker  

16 Pride: The Story of the LGBTQ Equality 
 Movement—Matthew Todd 

16 The Psychology of Gender—Gary Wood  





We Can Do Better Than This: 40 Voices on the 
Future of LGBTQ+ Rights—Amelia Abraham  

How do we shape a better world for LGBTQ+ people? 
Olly Alexander, Peppermint, Owen Jones, Beth Ditto, 
Shon Faye and more share their stories and visions for 
the future.  

In We Can Do Better Than This, 35 voices - actors, 
musicians, writers, artists and activists - answer this 
vital question, at a time when the queer community 
continues to suffer discrimination and extreme 
violence. Through deeply moving stories and 
provocative new arguments on safety and visibility, 
dating and gender, care and community, they present a 
powerful manifesto for how - together - we can change 
lives everywhere.  

Much of society's thinking operates in a highly rigid and 
binary manner; something is good or bad, right or 
wrong, a success or a failure, and so on. Challenging 
this limited way of thinking, this ground-breaking book 
looks at how non-binary methods of thought can be 
applied to all aspects of life, and offer new and greater 
ways of understanding ourselves and how we relate to 
others. 

Using bisexual and non-binary gender experiences as a 
starting point, this book addresses the key issues with 
binary thinking regarding our relationships, bodies, 
emotions, wellbeing and our sense of identity and sets 
out a range of practices which may help us to think in 
more non-binary, both/and, or uncertain ways. 

Life Isn't Binary: On Being Both, Beyond, and 
in-Between—Meg-John Barker and Alex 
Iantaffi  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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Queer: A Graphic History—Meg-John Barker 
and Jules Scheele  

Activist-academic Meg-John Barker and cartoonist Jules 
Scheele illuminate the histories of queer thought and 
LGBTQ+ action in this groundbreaking non-fiction 
graphic novel. 
 
From identity politics and gender roles to privilege and 
exclusion, Queer explores how we came to view sex, 
gender and sexuality in the ways that we do; how these 
ideas get tangled up with our culture and our 
understanding of biology, psychology and sexology; and 
how these views have been disputed and challenged. 
 
Along the way we look at key landmarks which shift our 
perspective of what's 'normal'. Presented in a brilliantly 
engaging and witty style, this is a unique portrait of the 
universe of queer thinking.  

Growing up, Rebecca assumes sex is just a scary new 
thing they will 'grow into' as they gets older, but when 
they leaves school, starts working, and does grow up, 
they starts to wonder why they doesn't want to have 
sex with other people. 
 
In this brave, hilarious and empowering graphic 
memoir, we follow Rebecca as they navigate a culture 
obsessed with sex - from being bullied at school and 
trying to fit in, to forcing themself into relationships 
and experiencing anxiety and OCD - before coming to 
understand and embrace their asexual identity. 
 
Giving unparalleled insight into asexuality and asexual 
relationships, How To Be Ace shows the importance of 
learning to be happy and proud of who you are.  

How to Be Ace: A Memoir of Growing Up 
Asexual—Rebecca Burgess  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2016 
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Trans Britain: Our Journey from the 
Shadows—Christine Burns  

Over the last five years, transgender people have 
seemed to burst into the public eye: Time declared 
2014 a 'trans tipping point', while American Vogue 
named 2015 'the year of trans visibility'. From our 
television screens to the ballot box, transgender people 
have suddenly become part of the zeitgeist. 
 
This apparently overnight emergence, though, is just 
the latest stage in a long and varied history. The 
renown of Paris Lees and Hari Nef has its roots in the 
efforts of those who struggled for equality before 
them, but were met with indifference - and often 
outright hostility - from mainstream society.  

Trans Britain chronicles this journey in the words of 
those who were there to witness a marginalised 
community grow into the visible phenomenon we 
recognise today: activists, film-makers, broadcasters, 
parents, an actress, a rock musician and a priest, 
among many others.  

In this empowering and uplifting book, award-winning 
podcaster Alexis Caught sets out to help queer and 
curious teenagers explore their LGBTQ+ identity and 
understanding.  

Alongside the author's personal experiences are first-
hand stories from notable LGBTQ+ figures, providing a 
inclusive account of what it means to grow up queer.  

With chapters on questioning, coming out, friends and 
family, love, sex, shame, pride and allyship, this is 
insightful, thoughtful and reassuring book is essential 
reading for any questioning teen and their allies looking 
to support them. 

Queer Up: An Uplifting Guide to LGBTQ+  
Love, Life and Mental Health—Alexis Caught 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2022 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 
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Sensible Footwear: A Graphic Guide to 
Lesbian and Queer History, 1950-2020— 
Kate Charlesworth 

Peopled by a cast of gay icons such as Dusty 
Springfield, Billie Jean King, Dirk Bogarde and Alan 
Turing, and featuring key moments such as Stonewall, 
Gay Pride and Section 28, Sensible Footwear: A Girl's 
Guide, is the first graphic history documenting lesbian 
life from 1950 to the present. It is a stunning, personal, 
graphic memoir and a milestone itself in LGBTQI+ 
history.  

A fascinating history of how post-war Britain 
transformed from a country hostile towards `queer' 
lives to the LGBQTI+ universe of today, recording the 
political gains and challenges against a backdrop of 
personal experience: realising her own sexuality, 
coming out to her parents, embracing lesbian and gay 
culture, losing friends to AIDS.  

Sensible Footwear: A Girl's Guide has received many 
accolades since publication, awarded best graphic 
nonfiction by the Broken Frontier Awards 2019, 
longlisted for the Portico Prize in 2019 and shortlisted 
for the Comedy Women in Print Prize 2020.  

An engaging exploration of what it means to be asexual 
in a world that's obsessed with sexual attraction, and 
what the ace perspective can teach all of us about 
desire and identity. 

What exactly is sexual attraction and what is it like to 
go through life not experiencing it? What does 
asexuality reveal about gender roles, about romance 
and consent, and the pressures of society? This 
accessible examination of asexuality shows that the 
issues that aces face--confusion around sexual activity, 
the intersection of sexuality and identity, navigating 
different needs in relationships--are the same conflicts 
that nearly all of us will experience.  

Ace: What Asexuality Reveals About Desire, 
Society, and the Meaning of Sex— 
Angela Chen 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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Gender in World Perspective—Raewyn 
Connell and Rebecca Pearse  

How can we understand gender in the contemporary 
world? What psychological differences now exist 
between women and men? How are masculinities and 
femininities made? And what is the relationship 
between gender issues and globalizing concerns such as 
environmental change and economic restructuring?  

Raewyn Connell, one of the world's leading scholars in 
the field, is here joined by Rebecca Pearse as they 
answer these questions and more. Their book provides 
a readable introduction to modern gender studies, 
covering empirical research from all parts of the world 
in addition to theory and politics.  

Ellie always knew she was different. Contrary and 
creative, she wore black, obsessed over Willow in Buffy 
and somehow never really liked boys. As she grew, so 
did her fears and a deep sense of unbelonging. From 
her first communion to her first girlfriend via a swathe 
of self-denial, awkward encounters and everyday 
courage, Ellie's journey is told through tender and 
funny illustrations - a self-portrait sketched out from 
the heart. 
 
The Times I Knew I Was Gay reminds us that sexuality 
is not often determined by falling in love with others, 
but by coming to terms with oneself; that people must 
come out not just once but again and again. Full of 
vitality and love, it will ring true for anyone who took 
time to discover who they truly are.  

The Times I Knew I Was Gay— 
Eleanor Crewes 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 
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Gender Euphoria: Stories of Joy from Trans, 
Non-Binary and Intersex Writers— 
Laura Kate Dale 

So often the stories shared by trans people about their 
transition centre on gender dysphoria: a feeling of deep 
discomfort with their birth-assigned gender, and a 
powerful catalyst for coming out or transitioning. But 
for many non-cisgender people, it's gender euphoria 
which pushes forward their transition: the joy the first 
time a parent calls them by their new chosen name, 
the first time they have the confidence to cut their hair 
short, the first time they truly embrace themself. 

In this groundbreaking anthology, nineteen trans, non-
binary, agender, gender-fluid and intersex writers 
share their experiences of gender euphoria. What they 
have in common are their feelings of elation, pride, 
confidence and freedom.  

'It's a boy!' or 'It's a girl!' are the first words almost all of 
us hear when we enter the world. Before our names, 
before we have likes and dislikes - before we, or 
anyone else, has any idea who we are. And two years 
ago, Juno Dawson started to realise just how wrong 
we've been getting it. 

Gender isn't just screwing over trans people, it's 
messing with everyone. From little girls who think they 
can't be doctors to teenagers who come to expect 
street harassment. From exclusionist feminists to 'alt-
right' young men. From men who can't cry to the 
women who think they shouldn't. As her body gets in 
line with her mind, Juno tells not only her own story, 
but the story of everyone who is shaped by society's 
expectations of gender - and what we can do about it. 

Featuring insights from well-known gender, feminist 
and trans activists including Rebecca Root, Laura Bates, 
Gemma Cairney, and many more, The Gender Games is 
a frank, witty and powerful manifesto for a world in 
which everyone can truly be themselves.  

The Gender Games: The Problem with Men 
and Women, from Someone Who Has Been 
Both—Juno Dawson  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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This Book is Gay—Juno Dawson  

A funny and pertinent book about being lesbian, 
bisexual, gay, queer, transgender or just curious - for 
everybody, no matter their gender or sexuality Former 
PSHCE teacher and acclaimed YA author Juno Dawson 
gives an uncensored look at what it's like to grow up as 
LGBT. 

Including testimonials from people across the gender 
and sexual spectrums, this frank, funny, fully inclusive 
book explores everything anyone who ever dared to 
wonder wants to know - from sex to politics, how to 
pull, stereotypes, how to come-out and more. Spike 
Gerrell's hilarious illustrations combined with funny and 
factual text make this a must-read. 

Trans people in Britain today have become a culture 
war 'issue'. Despite making up less than one per cent of 
the country's population, they are the subjects of a 
toxic and increasingly polarized 'debate' which 
generates reliable controversy for newspapers and talk 
shows. This media frenzy conceals a simple fact: that 
we are having the wrong conversation, a conversation 
in which trans peopl e themselves are reduced to a 
talking point and denied a meaningful voice. 

In this powerful new book, Shon Faye reclaims the idea 
of the 'transgender issue' to uncover the reality of what 
it means to be trans in a transphobic society. In doing 
so, she provides a compelling, wide-ranging analysis of 
trans lives. 

The Transgender Issue is a landmark work that signals 
the beginning of a new, healthier conversation about 
trans life. It is a manifesto for change, and a call for 
justice and solidarity between all marginalized people 
and minorities. Trans liberation, as Faye sees it, goes 
to the root of what our society is and what it could be; 
it offers the possibility of a more just, free and joyful 
world for all of us. 

The Transgender Issue: An Argument for 
Justice—Shon Faye 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2014 
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Testosterone Rex: Unmaking the Myths of 
Our Gendered Minds—Cordelia Fine  

Testosterone Rex is the powerful myth that squashes 
hopes of sex equality by telling us that men and women 
have evolved different natures. Fixed in an ancestral 
past that rewarded competitive men and caring 
women, these differences are supposedly re-created in 
each generation by sex hormones and male and female 
brains. Testosterone, so we're told, is the very essence 
of masculinity, and biological sex is a fundamental 
force in our development. Not so, says psychologist 
Cordelia Fine, who shows, with wit and panache, that 
sex doesn't create male and female natures. 

Testosterone Rex brings together evolutionary science, 
psychology, neuroscience and social history to move 
beyond old `nature versus nurture' debates, and to 
explain why it's time to unmake the tyrannical myth of 
Testosterone Rex.  

Seeing Gender is an of-the-moment investigation into 
how we express and understand the complexities of 
gender today.  

Deeply researched and fully illustrated, this book 
demystifies an intensely personal-yet universal-facet of 
humanity. Illustrating a different concept on each 
spread, queer author and artist Iris Gottlieb touches on 
history, science, sociology, and her own experience. 
This book is an essential tool for understanding and 
contributing to a necessary cultural conversation, 
bringing clarity and reassurance to the sometimes 
confusing process of navigating ones' identity. 

Whether LGBTQ+, cisgender, or nonbinary, Seeing 
Gender is a must-read for intelligent, curious, want-to- 
be woke people who care about how we see and talk 
about gender and sexuality in the 21st century.  

Seeing Gender: An Illustrated Guide to 
Identity and Expression—Iris Gottlieb  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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Trans*: A Quick and Quirky Account of 
Gender Variability—Jack Halberstam  

In the last decade, public discussions of transgender 
issues have increased exponentially. However, with this 
increased visibility has come not just power, but 
regulation, both in favor of and against trans people. 
What was once regarded as an unusual or even 
unfortunate disorder has become an accepted 
articulation of gendered embodiment as well as a new 
site for political activism and political recognition.  

What happened in the last few decades to prompt such 
an extensive rethinking of our understanding of 
gendered embodiment? And how have people 
responded to the new definitions and understanding of 
sex and the gendered body?  

‘Exploring the rise of political activism around 
recognition of transgender identities, Halberstam’s 
book offers fascinating insights into a gender-optional 
future.’ - Waterstones  

Purple Prose: Bisexuality in Britain is the first of its 
kind: a book written for and by bisexuals in the UK. 
This accessible collection of interviews, essays, poems 
and commentary explores topics such as definitions of 
bisexuality, intersections of bisexuality with other 
identities, stereotypes and biphobia, being bisexual at 
work, teenage bisexuality and bisexuality through the 
years, the media's approach to bisexual celebrities, and 
fictional bisexual characters. 

Filled with raw, honest, first-person accounts as well as 
thoughts from leading bisexual activists in the UK, this 
is the book you'll buy for your friend who's just come 
out to you as bi-curious, or for your parents who think 
your bisexuality is weird or a phase, or for yourself, 
because you know you're bi but you don't know where 
to go or what to do about it.  

Purple Prose: Bisexuality in Britain— 
Kate Harrad, ed.  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2016 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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Is Gender Fluid? A Primer for the 21st 
Century—Dr Sally Hines  

When we are born, we are each assigned a gender 
based on our physical anatomy. But why is it that some 
people experience such dissonance between their 
biological sex and their inner identity? Is gender 
something we are or something we do? Is our expression 
of gender inborn or does it develop as we grow? Are the 
traditional binary male and female gender roles 
relevant in an increasingly fluid and flexible world? 

This intelligent, stimulating volume assesses the 
connections between gender, psychology, culture and 
sexuality, and reveals how individual and social 
attitudes have evolved over the centuries.  

For generations we've been taught that women and 
men differ in profound ways. Women are supposedly 
more sensitive and cooperative, whereas men are more 
aggressive and sexual because this or that region in the 
brains of women is larger or smaller than in the brains 
of men, or because they have more or less of this or 
that hormone. 

This story seems to provide us with a neat biological 
explanation for much of what we encounter in day-to-
day life. It's even sometimes used to explain why, for 
example, most teachers are women and most engineers 
are men. But is it true? 

Using the ground-breaking results from her own lab and 
from other recent studies, neuroscientist Daphna Joel 
shows that it is not. Instead, argues Joel, every brain - 
and every human being - is a mosaic, or mixture, of 
'female' and 'male' characteristics. 

With urgent practical implications for the world around 
us, this is a fascinating look at gender - how it works, 
its history and its future - and a sorely needed 
investigation into the false basis of our most 
fundamental beliefs. 

Gender Mosaic: Beyond the Myth of the Male 
and Female Brain—Professor Daphna Joel and 
Luba Vikhanski  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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Yay! You're Gay! Now What?: A Gay Boy's 
Guide to Life—Riyadh Khalaf 

Yay! You're gay! Or maybe you're bi. Or maybe you just 
feel different... in time, that difference will become 
the greatest gift you could ask for. It will bring you 
love, a sense of identity, a new community, and 
eventually the freedom to be yourself. I promise! 
 
In this personal, heartfelt go-to guide for young queer 
guys, broadcaster, YouTuber and LGBT+ advocate 
Riyadh Khalaf shares frank advice about everything 
from coming out to relationships, as well as 
encouragement for times when you're feeling low. 
There's a support section for family and friends written 
by Riyadh's parents and LOADS of hilarious, 
embarrassing, inspiring and moving stories from gay 
boys from around the world. Plus inspirational gay men 
including Stephen Fry, Clark Moore and James Kavanagh 
share the advice they would give to their younger 
selves.  

From Prejudice to Pride looks at the rise and 
achievements of the LGBTQ+ movement and the 
different communities, pioneers and stories of 
heartbreak and courage that have marched alongside 
it.  

Follow LGBTQ+ history from ancient civilisations to the 
present-day, and learn about key events including the 
trial of Oscar Wilde, the Stonewall riots, the AIDS crisis, 
same-sex marriage and changing laws that have 
impacted on LGBTQ+ life. Gain insight into the shifting 
attitudes that have challenged lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people and the experiences that help 
us understand what it means to be LGBTQ+ today. 
 
Filled with photographs documenting LGBTQ+ life from 
the past and present, and from around the world.  

From Prejudice to Pride: A History of the 
LGBTQ+ Movement—Amy Lame 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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Trans Like Me: A Journey for All of Us— 
CN Lester 

What does it mean to be transgender? 

How do we discuss the subject? 

In this eye-opening book, CN Lester, academic and 
activist, takes us on a journey through some of the 
most pressing issues concerning the trans debate: from 
pronouns to Caitlyn Jenner; from feminist and LGBTQ 
activists, to the rise in referrals for gender variant 
children - all by way of insightful and moving passages 
about the author's own experience. Trans Like Me 
shows us how to strive for authenticity in a world which 
often seeks to limit us by way of labels.  

'Lester makes the most complex of subjects easy to 
digest. I finished with more insight and knowledge than 
I ever expected.' - Stylist   

In The ABCs of LGBT+, Ashley Mardell, a beloved 
blogger and YouTube star, answers many of your 
questions about lgbt and lgbt+ gender identity, sexual 
identity, teens in a binary world, the LGBT family and 
more. In a world full of LGBT questions, Mardell's The 
ABC's of LGBT+ has the answers.  

Along with in-depth definitions, personal anecdotes, 
helpful infographics, resources, and more; Mardell's 
LGBT book is proof it does get better every day in a 
world where people are empowered by information and 
understanding. In Mardell's own words, "This book is 
also for allies and LGBT+ people simply looking to pack 
in some extra knowledge... a critical part of 
acceptance. Learning about new identities broadens 
our understanding of humanity, heightens our empathy, 
and allows us different, valuable perspectives."  

The ABC's of LGBT+—Ashley Mardell  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2016 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2017 
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On Being Different: What it Means to be a 
Homosexual—Merle Miller  
CN Lester 

Originally published in 1971, Merle Miller's On Being 
Different is a pioneering and thought-provoking book 
about being homosexual in the United States. 

Just two years after the Stonewall riots, Miller wrote a 
poignant essay for the New York Times Magazine 
entitled "What It Means To Be a Homosexual" in 
response to a homophobic article published in Harper's 
Magazine. Described as "the most widely read and 
discussed essay of the decade," the article was 
developed into the remarkable short book On Being 
Different - one of the earliest memoirs to affirm the 
importance of coming out.  

The Gay Agenda is a nostalgic look back for older 
generations, an archive for younger people, and a 
helpful introduction for those interested in learning 
more about the community and its contributions. 

From James Baldwin and Emma Goldman to Marsha P. 
Johnson and Jodie Foster; the Pink Triangle and the 
Rainbow Flag to Stonewall and the AIDS crisis; Matthew 
Shepard and Pulse Nightclub to Sodomy Laws and 
Obergefell; Drag and Transitioning to The L Word and 
The Kinsey Scale, Freddie Mercury and Ellen Degeneres 
to Laverne Cox and David Bowie, this magnificent 
digest is a keepsake honoring all LGBTQ+, and the 
ongoing fight to gain-and maintain-equality for all. 

Filled with engaging descriptions, interesting facts, 
helpful features-such as historical queer icons and 
events and LGBTQ+ acronym definitions-this fabulous 
compendium illuminates the transformation of the 
community, highlighting its struggles, achievements, 
landmarks, and contributions.   

The Gay Agenda: A Modern Queer History and 
Handbook—Ashley Molesso  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2020 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 1971 

13 



Bi: The Hidden Culture, History, and Science 
of Bisexuality—Dr Julia Shaw 

Significant strides have been made in recent years in 
the movement for LGBTQ+ rights, visibility and 
empowerment, but the conversation is far from over. 
After years of feeling the crushing dearth of 
information on bisexuality, psychological scientist and 
bestselling author Dr Julia Shaw dug deep and found a 
colourful and fascinating world that she is bringing out 
of the shadows. It is a personal journey that starts with 
her own openly bisexual identity, and celebrates the 
resilience and beautiful diversity of the bi community. 

In Bi: The Hidden Culture, History and Science of 
Bisexuality, Shaw explores all that we know about the 
world's largest sexual minority. From the hunt for a bi 
gene, to the relationship between bisexuality and 
consensual non-monogamy, to asylum seekers who need 
to prove their bisexuality in a court of law, there is 
more to explore than most have ever realised. This 
rigorous and fun book will challenge us to think deeper 
about who we are and how we love. 

In the wake of the #MeToo movement and the upsurge 
in feminist and men's rights activism, traditional 
masculinity has become a topic of impassioned debate. 
But what exactly do we mean by 'masculinity' and in 
what ways can it be said to be harmful? 

This incisive volume evaluates modern masculinity's 
capacity for good against its potential for destruction. 
It reviews evolving definitions of masculinity since the 
age of chivalry and examines our current expectations 
about men's behaviours, roles and responsibilities. It 
reveals societal pressure on men to act aggressively, 
suppress emotion and be in control, and the impact of 
being a 'real man' on self and others.  

Is Masculinity Toxic? A Primer for the 21st 
Century—Andrew Smiler  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2022 
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Gender(s)—Kathryn Bond Stockton 

In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge 
series, Kathryn Bond Stockton explores the fascinating, 
fraught, intimate, morphing matter of gender. Stockton 
argues for gender's strangeness, no matter how 
“normal” the concept seems; gender is queer for 
everyone, she claims, even when it's played quite 
straight. And she explains how race and money 
dramatically shape everybody's gender, even in 
sometimes surprising ways.  

Stockton also examines gender in light of biology's own 
strange ways, its out-of-syncness with “male” and 
“female,” explaining attempts to fortify gender with 
clothing, language, labor, and hair. She investigates 
gender as a concept—its concerning history, its 
bewitching pleasures and falsifications—by meeting the 
moment of where we are, with its many genders and 
counters-to-gender. This compelling background 
propels the question that drives this book and 
foregrounds race: what is “the opposite sex,” after all? 
If there is no opposite, doesn't the male/female duo 
undergirding gender come undone? 

Covering American transgender history from the mid-
twentieth century to today, Transgender History takes 
a chronological approach, with each chapter covering 
major movements, writings, and events. 

Transgender History includes informative sidebars 
highlighting quotes from major texts and speeches in 
transgender history and brief biographies of key 
players, plus excerpts from transgender memoirs and 
discussion of treatments of transgenderism in popular 
culture. 

‘An invaluable text for anyone who wants to better 
understand evolving concepts of gender. Essential.’ - 
CHOICE  

Transgender History: The Roots of Today's 
Revolution—Susan Stryker  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2008 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2021 
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Pride The Story of the LGBTQ Equality 
Movement—Matthew Todd 

In June 1969, police raided New York gay bar the 
Stonewall Inn. Pride charts the events of that night, the 
days and nights of rioting that followed, the ensuing 
organization of local members of the community - and 
the 50 years since in which activists and ordinary 
people have dedicated their lives to reversing the 
global position. Pride documents the milestones in the 
fight for equality between genders and sexualities, 
from the victories of early activists, to the gradual 
acceptance of the LGBTQ+ community in politics, sport 
and the media and the passing of legislation barring 
discrimination. 

What is the difference between sex and gender? What 
is the impact of gender-role stereotypes on our lives, 
our relationships and the world? What does gender 
mean to you? 

The Psychology of Gender looks at our biology, history 
and culture to consider the impact of gender roles and 
stereotypes, and addresses the 'dilemmas' we have 
regarding gender in a post-modern world. It offers a 
unique perspective on gender through storytelling and 
explores ideas around transgender and cisgender 
identities and androgyny, tackling hidden assumptions 
and helping us make sense of the world of gender. 

By examining the future of gender, The Psychology of 
Gender offers a platform for further exploration, and 
arrives at a new psychology of gender that emphasises 
relationships and helps us to understand our own 
gender identity and that of those around us. 

The Psychology of Gender—Gary Wood  

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2018 

FIRST PUBLISHED: 2019 
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