
Wherever possible and practical, the College is  
looking to make more sustainable and energy  
efficient choices across all its operations and to  
consider its wider environmental impact. 

Environmental artist Angela Shaw oversaw  
the white horse restoration project to return the  
horse to It’s 1930s design making it resplendent  
for future generations.

Sustainability  
and biodiversity  
on campus

As a busy full boarding school, the 
choices we make for heating, lighting, 
transport and cooking can make  
a significant difference. The College 
already sources electricity from  
100% renewable contracts (wind,  
solar or hydro), has installed over  
4,000 LED lights and is converting all 
our old boilers to new energy efficient 
condensing boilers.

In October, the Estates Department 
took ownership of 13 zero emission 
small electric vans for daily usage 
around the campus. Next to be replaced 
are the larger vans used to transport 
catering and domestic supplies to the 
houses and the 9-seater minibus fleet. 
Four electric car-charging points are 
available in the Water Meadows car 
park for use by staff and visitors.

One of our most energy demanding 
facilities is the swimming pool. This  
year the pool roof will be covered with 
solar panels creating approximately  
130 kwh of power which will be reused 
to heat the water. Additionally, a new 
swimming pool cover will help with  
heat loss, again reducing energy usage 
and saving costs. 

As well as working on our energy 
usage, there is an action plan to 
increase the biodiversity of our beautiful 
outdoor habitats and to improve the 
outcomes for nature. The increasing 
number of wildflower beds around the 
campus are not only a welcome sight 
but have been designed to support  
a diverse insect population. We are 
replacing wooden fencing with 
hedgerows and one large scheme will 
see 90 metres of fencing replaced 

around the Water Meadows pitch, 
creating additional habitat for birds and 
small mammals. The Grounds and 
Gardens Teams are engaged in a 
significant tree planting programme, 
driven in part by the impact of Ash 
die-back which will mean the loss of 
120 trees. Last December our pupils 
combined with those from Swindon 
Academy to plant 420 saplings of mixed 
tree varieties on Granham Hill as part of 
the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative.

The saplings were planted above the 
newly restored Marlborough white 
horse, a much-loved local landmark 
which had unfortunately lost its sparkle. 
The restoration project which was 
carried out largely by pupils returned  
the horse to its 1930s design and  
made it resplendent again for future 
generations. Over an 8-week period, 



pupils deposited and compacted  
an amazing 14 tonnes of chalk into  
the new outline following the age-old 
tradition of scouring, which involves 
re-carving the shape of the horse, 
digging out the design, and laying  
new chalk.

The College has commissioned a River 
and Wildlife Report and the full results 
are expected in April/May. The plan  
is to dredge the two College lakes to 
clear the build-up of silt to improve 
water quality and oxygenation levels, 
plant new reed beds to enhance the 
appearance of the lakes and encourage 
wildlife. After 3 months of drying out, 
the silt will make excellent topsoil.

In reducing the College’s environmental 
impact, so much is about an awareness 
of our own actions. In the construction 

of our Beko Innovation Centre, an 
energy monitoring system was installed 
in the building that shows pupils the use 
of energy generated by the PV panels 
and breaks down the consumption of 
power in the building. In the future, 
similar systems could be introduced to 
all of our boarding houses with the aim 
to support and challenge pupils to 
become the most sustainable house.

We want to do more and go further,  
so we have engaged with landscaping 
and biodiversity specialists who are 
helping us to create a management  
plan for the campus that will look 
forward to achieving improvements  
over the next 5-10 years.
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