
Nature restoration 
on the lakes 
The Marlborough College campus includes  
an amazing array of natural habitats including  
the River Kennet and our trout lakes.

We are one of the few school campuses 
to have a chalk stream, the River 
Kennet, running through it, in our  
case connected to two man-made  
trout lakes. Chalk streams and their 
surrounding habitat are of high  
nature conservation interest and are 
sometimes called ‘England’s rainforests’ 
to reflect their unique contribution to 
global ecology.

It has been 20 years since the trout 
lakes were last dredged. Naturally 
shallow, the lakes fill up with silt from 
the river, degrading the water quality 
both in the lakes and of that returned  
to the river and, if not addressed,  
the silt would over-time turn the lakes 
into stagnant reed beds.

Dredging the lakes is, however,  
a huge undertaking. Advice was sought 
from the Environment Agency who 

recommended using the floating boat 
method which uses a floating pump to 
remove the sediment from the bottom 
of the lakes and is more environmentally 
friendly then draining the lakes 
completely. The process took eight 
weeks and saw the removal of over 240 
tonnes of silt. Both lakes have been 
installed with aeration pumps to improve 
the oxygen levels in the water so they 
can better support healthy levels of fish. 
Once the silt has de-watered it will be 
very good quality fertiliser which will  
be used around the College grounds 
and offered to local farmers.

In addition to the dredging, the College 
has installed 100 square metres of 
floating islands on the lakes which  
are planted with water plants to  
further improve the water quality and 
biodiversity. The increase in aquatic 
mayflies and other insects that this 

allows has been attracting more wildlife 
especially birds such as egrets and 
herons, whilst kingfishers have been 
frequently spotted on branches above 
the lakes, occasionally diving beneath 
the surface in blue-and-orange bolts to 
snatch unsuspecting minnows. In the 
summer, flowering plants will attract 
bees and other pollinating insects and 
the recent sighting of elusive mammals 
such as otters have been the cause for 
excited celebration.

Whilst all the conservation work on  
the lakes is leading to a significant 
improvement in the nature value  
of the lakes themselves, it will also  
be beneficial to the main river. The 
improvement in the quality of the water 
returning to the River Kennet, will 
support the important work of ARK 
(Action for the River Kennet) across the 
Upper and Lower sections of the river. 
College staff and pupils will later this 
year be working with ARK and the  
Wild Trout Trust to improve the river 
banks and to restore in-stream habitat 
on the Lower section for the benefit of 
wild trout and the broader ecology of 
the river. This is all part of our ongoing 
commitment to the natural environment 
on our campus with the many benefits 
that brings.
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