Sustainability
on campus

As a large and busy full boarding school, the choices
we make for heating, lighting, transport and cooking
can make a significant difference to our ecological
footprint. As well as working on our energy usage,
an action plan is being executed to increase the
biodiversity of our beautiful outdoor habitats.

Habitat Enhancement
Proj ect

Following on from the extensive work
to dredge the lakes which was covered
in last year’s edition of Together, we
are moving to our next phase which

is our Habitat Enhancement Project.
This is a series of actions for enhancing
the River Kennet, a chalk stream of
high nature conservation interest, which
runs through the College. Guidance

on these works has been sought from
the Wild Trout Trust and ARK, Action
for the River Kennet. ARK will be
conducting these works on behalf of
the College later in the year with the
aims of restoring the lower section of
the river for the benefit of wild trout
and the wider ecology of the river;
inspiring our pupils about fisheries and
environmental management; enhancing
opportunities to enjoy angling on this
reach; and upskilling our grounds staff
with best practice techniques in chalk
stream management and in-stream
habitat restoration.

Solar Panel Installation

With the completion of the Science
Department’s South Building, works
will begin in March to install 100

solar panels to the roof. The energy
generated will feed directly into the
Science building. The College is grateful
for the kind donation which is facilitating
this installation from current parent
Rahul Munjal of Hero Future Energies.

Additionally, the Norwood Hall has

just received a new roof. Given that this
is one of the largest flat roof areas of
any building in the College, it presents
a great opportunity to further increase
our solar panel provision. This project

is in the planning stages and it is hoped
to install around 200 solar panels.

These two projects will effectively
double our solar panels to around

700 units and the Estates Department
continue to assess other location
opportunities in line with planned works.

Food Waste Week

Food wastage is closely linked to the
environment and to climate change
and yet it is easy to overlook its impact
and not focus on the small things

we can all do to reduce it. Prefects,
Nina Blakey (MO U6) and Aocife
Guinness (IH UB), decided to utilise
Food Wastage Week last November
to bring this issue to the attention of
the College community and the results
were truly thought-provoking. At each
meal service from Tuesday to Friday,
diners scraped their plates into food
waste bins, which were weighed at
the end of each sitting. The results
were collated with a total of 549.8kg
wasted across the four days, the
equivalent weight to a grand piano.
This initiative certainly raised awareness
and we hope that the small positive
changes in behaviour seen on the
back of it will continue.



EV Chargers

The College has installed 20 EV
chargers at various locations across
the College for use by parents and
staff. It is hoped that all units will

be fully functional by April and will be
detailed on the next updated version

of the College site maps. Currently

the 4 units in the main Water Meadows
car park are fully functional and are
well used.

Energy Management

The College uses a significant amount
of energy and controlling this usage

is important. Over the past few years,
we have installed close to 5000 LED
lights and where possible these are
now connected to movement sensors
to reduce energy use.

We have recently updated our Boiler
Management System (BMS) and this
is now greatly improving our energy

efficiency, using technology to
calculate the most efficient boiler

use to maintain optimum heating and
hot water across the campus in line
with key periods of use and occupancy.
A secondary aim for the new BMS

is to provide comprehensive information
which can be used on energy screens
around the College to highlight the
energy usage by location. It is hoped
that these screens and the data
provided will enable comparisons
between boarding houses and
departments, encouraging both

pupils and staff to think about their
environment and what actually needs
to be switched on/off, to save and
reduce energy.
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